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Formation Devotional 
May6, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be 

one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to 

you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have 

sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 225) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God.  (John 3:16-18) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 25 

Teach Me Your Paths 

Of David. 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

2 O my God, in you I trust; 

    let me not be put to shame; 

    let not my enemies exult over me. 

3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

    teach me your paths. 

5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all the day long. 

6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

8 Good and upright is the LORD; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way. 

10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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11 For your name's sake, O LORD, 

    pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

12 Who is the man who fears the LORD? 

    Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 

13 His soul shall abide in well-being, 

    and his offspring shall inherit the land. 

14 The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, 

    and he makes known to them his covenant. 

15 My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

    for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

    for I am lonely and afflicted. 

17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 

    bring me out of my distresses. 

18 Consider my affliction and my trouble, 

    and forgive all my sins. 

19 Consider how many are my foes, 

    and with what violent hatred they hate me. 

20 Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 

    Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 

21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

    for I wait for you. 

22 Redeem Israel, O God, 

    out of all his troubles. 
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New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. From Luke was probably a physician or 

doctor and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first 

volume of the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the 

stories of the apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes 

were written about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 3 

The Lame Beggar Healed 

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man 

lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the 

Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the 

temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at 

us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I 

have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 

up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and 

ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with 

them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 
10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they 

were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

Peter Speaks in Solomon's Portico 

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the 

portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made 

him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 

glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 

had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer 

to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 

are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and 

know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you 

all. 

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God 

foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent 

therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven 
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must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his 

holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 

brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does 

not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have 

spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of 

the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your 

offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to 

you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

 
• Pray for Christ Covenant’s deacons: for perseverance, compassion, and courage as they serve 

the church and community. 

• Pray for the global church, especially for those in Africa facing ethnic conflicts, famine, and 

corrupt leaders. 

• Pray for evangelistic efforts throughout Columbia: that the whole body of believers would 

experience personal gospel renewal and that many others would also come to know Christ. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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