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Formation Devotional 
May 7, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the 

Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

splendor into it. (Revelation 21:23-24) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose increasing years bring them weakness, distress, or 

isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them understanding helpers, and the 

willingness to accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of 

your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 830) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 28 

The LORD Is My Strength and My Shield 

Of David. 

To you, O LORD, I call; 

    my rock, be not deaf to me, 
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lest, if you be silent to me, 

    I become like those who go down to the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, 

    when I cry to you for help, 

when I lift up my hands 

    toward your most holy sanctuary. 

3 Do not drag me off with the wicked, 

    with the workers of evil, 

who speak peace with their neighbors 

    while evil is in their hearts. 

4 Give to them according to their work 

    and according to the evil of their deeds; 

give to them according to the work of their hands; 

    render them their due reward. 

5 Because they do not regard the works of the LORD 

    or the work of his hands, 

he will tear them down and build them up no more. 

6 Blessed be the LORD! 

    For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; 

    in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 

my heart exults, 

    and with my song I give thanks to him. 

8 The LORD is the strength of his people; 

    he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
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9 Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 

    Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

 

Old Testament Reading 
 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 2 

Laws for Grain Offerings 

 “When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. 

He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it 2 and bring it to Aaron's sons the priests. And he 

shall take from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall 

burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 3 But 

the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the LORD's food 

offerings. 

4 “When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an offering, it shall be unleavened loaves of 

fine flour mixed with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil. 5 And if your offering is a grain 

offering baked on a griddle, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mixed with oil. 6 You shall break it in 

pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7 And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, 

it shall be made of fine flour with oil. 8 And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these 

things to the LORD, and when it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. 9 And the priest 

shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, a food offering with 

a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 10 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a 

most holy part of the LORD's food offerings. 

11 “No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no 

leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the LORD. 12 As an offering of firstfruits you may bring them 

to the LORD, but they shall not be offered on the altar for a pleasing aroma. 13 You shall season all your 

grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be missing from 

your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

14 “If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, you shall offer for the grain offering of your 

firstfruits fresh ears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain. 15 And you shall put oil on it and lay 

frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 16 And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion some of the 

crushed grain and some of the oil with all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to the LORD. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Relationships 

 
• Thank God that we are his adopted children through Jesus Christ and co-heirs to his kingdom. 

Thank him that our children can rest in his love even when their earthly parents fall short. 

• Thank God for the volunteers who serve our children at Christ Covenant. For faithfully 

teaching our young ones the glorious deeds of the Lord so that they would set their hope in 

God. 

 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are weary 

from the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 

 

Benediction 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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