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Formation Devotional 
May 7, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and 

the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 831) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God.  (John 3:16-18) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 27 

The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation 

Of David. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

    whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

    of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers assail me 

    to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, 

    it is they who stumble and fall. 

3 Though an army encamp against me, 

    my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 

    yet I will be confident. 

4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

    that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

    all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

    and to inquire in his temple. 

5 For he will hide me in his shelter 

    in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

    he will lift me high upon a rock. 
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6 And now my head shall be lifted up 

    above my enemies all around me, 

and I will offer in his tent 

    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 

    be gracious to me and answer me! 

8 You have said, “Seek my face.” 

My heart says to you, 

    “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

9     Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in anger, 

    O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

    O God of my salvation! 

10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

    but the LORD will take me in. 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 

    and lead me on a level path 

    because of my enemies. 

12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; 

    for false witnesses have risen against me, 

    and they breathe out violence. 

13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD 

    in the land of the living! 
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14 Wait for the LORD; 

    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

    wait for the LORD! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 4 

Peter and John Before the Council 

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees 

came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus 

the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, 

for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of 

the men came to about five thousand. 

5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the 

high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And 

when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 

this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are 

being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 

been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is 

standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 

become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 

common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing 

the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when 

they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What 

shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further 
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among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them 

and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered 

them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for 

we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, 

they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for 

what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty 

years old. 

The Believers Pray for Boldness 

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the 

elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, 

“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who 

through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 

26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

    and the rulers were gathered together, 

    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do 

whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their 

threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you 

stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy 

servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 

boldness. 

They Had Everything in Common 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of 

the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great 

power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 

was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands 

or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it 

was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas 

(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him 

and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 
• Pray for the children and youth in the city. Pray that God would help each of them to know 

and experience their identity as beloved children of God. 

• Pray for the orphans of our city and world. Pray that each of them would know the love of 

their Heavenly Father and find a home both in an adoptive family and the family of the 

Church. 

• Pray for the Children’s Ministry at Christ Covenant. Pray that the volunteers would have the 

wisdom and discernment to serve the children well and pray that the children would learn to 

become joyful followers of Jesus. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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