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Formation Devotional 
May 8, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. Because you are my 

help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. (Psalm 63:6-7) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and 

cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your 

presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our 

love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 840) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 30 

Joy Comes with the Morning 

A Psalm of David. A song at the dedication of the temple. 

I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 

    and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
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2 O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

    and you have healed me. 

3 O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

    you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

4 Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

    and give thanks to his holy name. 

5 For his anger is but for a moment, 

    and his favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 

    but joy comes with the morning. 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 

    “I shall never be moved.” 

7 By your favor, O LORD, 

    you made my mountain stand strong; 

you hid your face; 

    I was dismayed. 

8 To you, O LORD, I cry, 

    and to the Lord I plead for mercy: 

9 “What profit is there in my death, 

    if I go down to the pit? 

Will the dust praise you? 

    Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

10 Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! 

    O LORD, be my helper!” 

11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  3 

    you have loosed my sackcloth 

    and clothed me with gladness, 

12 that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. 

    O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 3 

Laws for Peace Offerings 

 “If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or female, he 

shall offer it without blemish before the LORD. 2 And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering 

and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aaron's sons the priests shall throw the blood 

against the sides of the altar. 3 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the 

LORD, he shall offer the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 and the two 

kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove 

with the kidneys. 5 Then Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on 

the wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

6 “If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock, male or 

female, he shall offer it without blemish. 7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it 

before the LORD, 8 lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; 

and Aaron's sons shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 9 Then from the sacrifice of the 

peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole fat tail, 

cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 10 

and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 

remove with the kidneys. 11 And the priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to the LORD. 

12 “If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD 13 and lay his hand on its head and kill it 

in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall throw its blood against the sides of the 

altar. 14 Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering the 

entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the 

loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 16 And the priest shall burn 
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them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD's. 17 It shall be a statute 

forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither fat nor blood.” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Neighborhood 

 
• Thank God that he calls us, in a commitment-averse culture, to commit ourselves to loving 

and serving the communities he has placed us in. 

• Thank him for giving us the living water that satisfies our deepest needs. Thank him for 

actively softening hearts of those who don’t yet believe. 

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 

it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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