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Formation Devotional 
May 8, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

(Psalm 90:14) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, who has created us in your own image: Grant us grace to fearlessly contend against 

evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to 

employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of 

your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 209) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God.  (John 3:16-18) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD Glory 

A Psalm of David. 

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

    worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

    the God of glory thunders, 

    the LORD, over many waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 

    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 

    and strips the forests bare, 

    and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 
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    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 5 

Ananias and Sapphira 

But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife's 

knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at 

the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 

and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not 

remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have 

contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these 

words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young 

men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. 

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter 

said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But 

Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the 

feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 

Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found 

her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the 

whole church and upon all who heard of these things. 

Many Signs and Wonders Done 

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. 

And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people 

held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both 

men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and 

mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered 

from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 

were all healed. 
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The Apostles Arrested and Freed 

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and 

filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the 

night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand 

in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they 

entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all 

the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers 

came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison 

securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one 

inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were 

greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told 

them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 

Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of 

being stoned by the people. 

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned 

them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles 

answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you 

killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 

Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council 

named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put 

the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about 

to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a 

number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were 

dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and 

drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 

So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this 

undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You 

might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had called in the 

apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then 

they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for 

the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 

preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  5 

• Pray that Christians would be faithful in obeying Jesus’ command to love our neighbors 

especially through hospitality, kindness and gospel witness. 

• Pray that those who are caught in human trafficking would find safety from their abusers. 

Pray that they would find emotional, physical, and spiritual healing. 

• Pray that women facing unexpected pregnancies would find loving care. Pray that they would 

ultimately choose life for the child and be hopeful about their future after giving birth. 

• Pray for spiritual thirst that would draw people to churches in their neighborhood. Pray that 

many new people would become followers of Jesus. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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