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Orthodoxy Corner
Question: How and why did God create us?
Answer: God created us male and female in his own image to
know him, love him, live with him, and glorify him. And it is
right that we who were created by God should live to his glory.
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. - Genesis 1:27
Sometimes standing at the corners of life where truth and
reality intersect can be confusing. What it means to be human
and our experiencing humanity is often perplexing. Is who we are and why we exist given to us and revealed to
us, so that we learn our Maker, ourselves, and how we are to relate to others? Or, do we determine who we are
and why we exist? The fourth question from the New City Catechism helps us think clearly in these murky
waters.
The question and the answer begin with God. God is the creator of all things, and the crowning glory of his
creation is mankind. When God created man and woman to live in love with him, one another, and to cultivate
his creation for his glory, he saw that it was very good. If God is the creator of mankind, then we understand that
we exist for the glory of the one who has made us.
If you employed a contractor to build you a house and the house is built well serving it’s purposes for your life,
then you would boast to others about the contractor, not the house. When people talked to you about the things
they enjoyed or liked about your house, your proper response would be to point out how well the contractor did
for that particular aspect of the finished product. In a similar way we are God’s creation, his workmanship, his
creatures. All of our existence is because of our Maker. Therefore, our lives are meant to glorify him in love to
him and his creatures.
J.C. Ryle wrote, “Anything whereby we may glorify God is a talent, our gifts, our influence, our money, our
knowledge, our health, our strength, our time, our senses, our reason, our intellect, our memory, our affections,
our privileges as members of Christ’s Church, our advantages as possessors of the Bible—all, all are talents.
Whence came these things? What hand bestowed them? Why are we what we are? Why are we not the worms
that crawl on the earth? There is only one answer to these questions. All that we have is a loan from God. We are
God’s stewards. We are God’s debtors. Let this thought sink deeply into our hearts.” We are to let this sink
deeply into our hearts so that we do not live to and for ourselves, but for the glory of the one who made us.
We exist by God’s design and purposes to know, love, and live with and for him. To know ourselves we must
know our God. Our attributes are a reflection of his. To know what we are to do we must know what he does. The
activity of our lives is to be a mirror of the activity of his life. God created us to have a relationship with him in
love so that we would prosper through his life. But he also created us to be conduits of his loving life in the earth,
so that the earth and its people prosper because of our faithful and fruitful relationship with them.
This should help us in our confusion about who made us, who we are and why we exist. But this knowledge is not
enough to live for our creator’s glory. As we stand at the corner where God’s truth intersects with our lives we
realize that though we were made to reflect God’s glory in our lives we can’t. We will learn in the weeks to come
that we have ruined the image of God in ourselves, and we live as enemies of God and his design for us. Though
there remains in man and woman vestiges of the image of God, we cannot know him, love him, and live with him
in our natural selves. We must experience a new birth, his justifying grace, an adoption, and a new creation in
Jesus Christ to know, love, and glorify God in our existence as image bearers of God.
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