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March 5, 2017 

1st Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Amanda Bakale 
Elder-in-Charge: Andy d 

[* Please rise, in body or spirit] 
 

This year, as we walk through the six weeks of Lent in preparation for celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, we will be doing a series on our baptismal 
identity as Christians called “Living Our Baptism.” You might be asking yourselves: why focus 
on baptism in Lent? Isn’t Lent supposed to be about the suffering and death of Jesus? Are we 
missing the point? Well, actually not. Baptism and Lent have a long history together. Actually, 
baptism is the reason Lent became a thing. 
 
In the early church, Easter was the day for new converts to Christianity to get baptized. These 
new converts had to be taught about their faith and what baptism means, so the churches 
started a pre-baptism catechism class so that people would be ready for their baptism on 
Easter Sunday. So what we now know as Lent actually began as a six-week catechism class for 
people to study Scripture, pray, and learn about what it means to be a Christian. For this 
series, we will be following this ancient practice of focusing our attention on the meaning of 
baptism for how we live our lives each day. 
 
Baptism is at the very root of our identity as Christians. And so for these six weeks, we will be 
walking through the baptismal form that we use at CCRC and the stories that are taught 
through it, beginning with Abraham and working our way through the New Testament. The 
reason these stories are included in the baptismal form is because they teach us in very 
specific ways about what it means to be God’s people—chosen, adopted, marked, and washed 
clean—members of the covenant. Remember who you are. Remember whose you are. 
 

Gathering and Greeting 

 Gathering Song: “Hear Our Praises” 

Welcome and Announcements  

*Call to Worship 

 *God’s Greeting and Mutual Greeting 

*Songs of Praise:  “My Life is In You” 

   “I Am Not My Own” 

 



Confession and Assurance 

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

 Assurance of Pardon 

 Guide for Grateful Living 

 Song of Thanksgiving: “Baptized in Christ” 

 Children’s Blessing   

Children ages 3 – Grade 3 are now invited to participate in Sunday School. Children 
(ages 3-5 only) need to be signed in and out by a parent or guardian.  

Proclamation of the Word 

 Song of Preparation: PsH #269 “Baptized in Water” 

 Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 17: 1-27 

Message: “Remember Whose You Are” 

 Prayer of Application 

Response to the Word 

Children in Grades 4-6 are invited to participate in their weekly sermon discussion.  
 

*Song of Response:  “By Faith” 

 Profession of Faith of Hayley T 

 Song of Response: “My Lighthouse” 

Prayers of the People 

Offering:  1) Ministries of Community CRC 

   2) Canadian Foodgrains Bank 

 *God’s Parting Blessing 

 *Doxology: “Agnus Dei” 

 

The congregation is asked to remain in their seats after the service to allow the Pastor and 
people with special duties or disabilities to exit first. 

Please exit when the music begins. 
 



 

Following the service, everyone is invited to come together  
for fellowship and coffee/tea/juice in the gymnasium. 
Coffee for seniors is served in the Multi-Purpose room.   

 
 

6:00 pm 

No Service at Church 

Communities/Community Care Groups Meet 

Study materials for tonight can be found on the church website (www.ccrc.on.ca) 

Under the “Communities” tab.  

Hard copies are available at the Information Centre 
 

 

 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

The bracketed numbers indicate the Community to which these individuals belong 
 

Iva F (8) continued her stay at Grand River 
Hospital this past week.  She remains quite 
weak and at the time of writing it was not 
known when she would be released from 
the hospital.  Pray that the Lord would 
continue to sustain both Iva and her son, 
Don, as they face this time of illness. 

Jane D (14) underwent major surgery last 
week Saturday.  The surgery went well but 
Jane will need quite a time of recovery 
followed by chemo treatment.  She is 
presently recovering at Grand River 
Hospital.  Visitation at this point is 
restricted to the immediate family.  Pray for 
a good recovery and for God's continued 
presence and peace for both Jane and 
Clarence and their family as they move 
forward.   

 

John & Anne D (13) continue their 
volunteer work in San Marcos, Texas with 
World Renew Disaster Response Services 
until March 18. Please keep them in your 
prayers.    

Please continue to pray for:  

 those dealing with various illness 
among members of their extended 
family; 

 those dealing with depression and 
other forms of mental illness; 

 those dealing with cancer, its 
treatment and effects:  Sarah B (8), 
Denise H (11), John N (3), Claire N, a 
6th grade student at Laurentian Hills 
Christian School.  Claire’s father Terry 
N is a nephew to John and Ruth N; 

http://www.ccrc.on.ca/


 those who are unable to worship 
with us on a regular basis because of 
various health issues; 

 those who are unemployed or 
underemployed; 

 John and Jane H with Samaritan 
Foundation in the Dominican 
Republic; Anthony and Barbara  P 
with Daystar Ministries on Manitoulin 
Island; David  and Jessica O with 
World Renew in Senegal; Kim H with 
CRWM in Guatemala, Hank and 
Rosario S volunteering with CRWM in 
Guatemala; David and Bethany N (7) 
volunteering in Mali.   

 persecuted Church in Sudan  
 the Ministries and the Leadership of 

our congregation.  

To Teen Club:  The Friendship Group would 

like to say Thank you for the very 

scrumptious cookies you baked for us!  
 
Diana W (our bookkeeper) will be on 
holidays for March Break (March 12 – 19).  
She will be back in the office on March 21.  
 
Congratulations to following members of 

our congregation celebrating a 
birthday in the coming week: 
 

Mar 6 – Nellie K (7) 
Mar 8 – Anne W (8) 
Mar 9 – Jack K (7) 
Mar 9 – Tina B (7) 
Mar 10 – Cora S (13) 
Mar 10 – Jane V (13) 
Mar 11 – Wilma W (14) 
Mar 11 – Christine F (14) 

 

 

May they experience God’s richest blessings 
in the coming year and as they celebrate 
their birthdays! 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

Mar 12 10 a.m. Pastor John 
Lord’s Supper 

 6 p.m. Pastor Carel 
Mar 19 10 a.m. Pastor Carel 

 6 p.m. Pastor John 
 

Next week (March 12) we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of Communion 
in the morning service. The Council of 
Community CRC invites believers of all ages 
to the table, following an age and ability 
appropriate public profession of faith. If you 
desire to come to the table but have not 
made profession of faith, please let a pastor 
or elder know so we can begin the 
conversation. The next service in which we 
will be celebrating profession of faith is 
April 2. The next services in which we will 
celebrate baptism are March 26 and April 
30. If you would like to schedule a baptism 
or profession of faith, please send an email 
to office@ccrc.on.ca or speak to one of the 
Pastors.  
 

OFFERING SCHEDULE 
 

Budget Contributions  
For February 19, 2017 including  

Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) 
 

 Actual 
Contributions 

Received 

Targeted 
Contributions 

Contributions 
(Shortfall)/ 

Surplus 

Feb 19 $33,996 $28,212 $5,783 

YTD $121,486 $145,627 ($24,141) 

Calvinist Cadet Corps  $ 1,541.15 

Benevolence $ 895.00 
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World Renew $ 50.00 
World Renew – David & 
Bethany N 

$ 25.00 

World Renew – Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank 

$ 25.00 

Laurentian Hills Christian 
School 

$ 20.00 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank Sunday is 
today! - CFGB is a crucial partner in World 
Renew’s ministry. Last year, through its 
account with the Foodgrains Bank, World 
Renew provided much needed support to 
nearly 200,000 people in 13 countries, 
totaling $9.2 million! This was made 
possible through the generous support that 
was received on CFGB Sunday last year. 
Your support today will help replenish 
World Renew’s account at the Foodgrains 
Bank and to provide lifesaving assistance to 
thousands in need this year! All donations 
are eligible for a match from the Canadian 
government, up to 4:1. Please give 
generously! For more information and to 
donate, visit www.worldrenew.net/cfgb or 
call 1-800-730-3490.  

Next week our offering is for Calvin 
Seminary’s Dig Program – Dig (formerly 
known as Facing your Future) is a three 
week summer program for high school 
students who have just completed grade 11 
or 12. Dig is a program designed to help 
students uncover their future as they 
explore how a calling to ministry can be 
lived out in any vocation. Through 
authentic, engaging interactions with Calvin 
Seminary faculty, ministry practitioners, off-
campus excursions to ministry sites, small 
group time, and reflection activities, high 
school students form a strong community 

as they explore where God may be leading 
them next. Dig helps students to better 
understand their own gifting, and how they 
can plug back into ministry right after 
finishing the program. 

COMMUNITY CHURCH NEWS 
 

Highlights from the Council Meeting  
February 28, 2017 

 
• Council received a report from the 
Nominations Committee regarding the 
progress of the 2017 nominations process 
for new office bearers. 
• Previously, Council had considered 
striking a Bible Translation Study 
Committee to study versions of the Bible 
already with the goal of choosing a version 
of the Bible to replace the 1984 NIV Bibles, 
which are no longer available. Council 
agreed to postpone this conversation in 
light of the new Overture to Classis Huron 
regarding Bible Translation that was 
approved at this meeting. 
• The overture that the Council of 
Community CRC will be sending to Classis 
Huron regarding a Translation Committee 
reads: That Classis Huron overture Synod to 
establish a standing translation committee 
which will report to Synod regarding Bible 
translations. That this committee begin its 
work with a review of the New International 
Version (2011) and the English Standard 
Version (2016) of the Bible and make 
recommendations regarding their use in 
worship. For those who are interested, 
copies of the Overture will be made 
available at the Information Desk 
• Pastor Amanda and Diana Z will be 
meeting with representatives from New Life 



CRC, Jubilee CRC and Ancaster CRC, who are 
also involved in the Faith Formation Cohort 
on March 21st. 
• The date for the Spring Congregational 
Meeting is Friday, April 21st 
• Pastor Carel highlighted some of the 
changes to the CCRC Abuse Prevention 
Policy. Council approved the changes to the 
CCRC Abuse Prevention Policy and thanks 
the Safe Church Team for their work on this 
document. 

Small Build Committee Update: The Small 
Build Committee is regularly meeting now 
and will be interacting with various 
members and groups within the 
congregation as we prepare a 
recommendation to council. Should you 
have any specific questions or items you 
wish to bring to our attention please 
contact any of the committee members; 
Jeff C, Jerry P, Gerald R, Phil S, Jim S, and 
Joel V. 

Officebearer Nominations – The 
congregation is invited to submit names for 
potential officebearers for the upcoming 
ministry year. If you would like to nominate 
a fellow church member or if you are 
interested in volunteering please email Joel 
V or Jerry P. This year we are looking for: a 
Pastoral Elder for Community # 1, 3, 6, 11; a 
Deacon for Community #1 & 6; one Youth 
Elder; 3 Administrative Elders.  
 

 

 
Save the Date! VBS is back this summer 
with more fun than ever. Join us July 17-21 
as we learn that we were made by God and 
created for a purpose. We can't wait to see 
everyone there.  
 
LAFF/Seniors Day Trip: The next day trip for 
LAFF/Seniors is scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 17.  We will be visiting the Lt. Col. John 
McCrae Memorial Home, the Mandarin 
Restaurant for lunch and the St. George 
Anglican Church for coffee break.  Instead 
of the Arboretum at the University of 
Guelph we will be touring the Church of our 
Lady.  The cost of the trip will be the usual 
$60 per person. For more information or to 
sign up, phone Rinze V. 

Cadets (boys 7-13) will meet tomorrow at 
7:00 p.m. at the church 

 

Knifty Knitters: The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 14 at 
which time we will be packing up 
the items and projects that we 
have been working on this winter.  

Please bring along some boxes for all the 
completed work.  
 
 
 
 



Life After Fifty Five - L.A.F.F.  will meet this 
Tuesday, March 7 at the church.  Coffee and 
fellowship is at 10:15 a.m. with the meeting 
to start at 10:45 a.m.  Pastor Bernie will 
lead the group in Lesson #8 and lunch will 
be provided.  
 
Friendship: will meet at 7:00 p.m. this 

Tuesday at the church.  Derrick will 
be the storyteller, using our new 

unit session one from The Spirit Comes: 
Jesus is Alive.  
 
The Deacons, Pastoral Elders and Youth 
Elders will meet this Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 
the church. 
 
Volleyball: All are welcome to join in this 
Tuesday, at 8:30 p.m. (for fun and non-
competitive volleyball). If you have 
questions or would like to know more, 
please contact Adom or check out our 
Facebook Page "Volleyball at CCRC”. 
 
Ladies: all ages are welcome to join us for 

Coffee Break Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. here in the 
multipurpose room. Nursery and 
preschool classes (up to age SK) 
are provided. This week we 

continue with our three studies. The three 
studies being offered are: 1) Shauna 
Niequist's book "Present Over Perfect", 2) 
"Galatians: Heaven's Freedom" by Brian 
Simmons, and 3) an in-depth study of the 
book of Proverbs. Come join us for 
fellowship, coffee, and growing deeper in 
relationship with God and each other. Any 
questions? Contact Carling L or Jen F at 
coffeebreak@ccrc.on.ca"  
 

GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the 
Saviour – girls ages 7–13) will 
meet this coming Thursday at 
7:00 p.m. at the church.   

 

Youth News 
 

Student Impact 
Grades 9-12 

There will be NO Student Impact on 
Wednesday, March 8 because of a Youth 
Council and Student Impact leaders meeting 
at the church at 7 PM.  

2017 Youth Service Trip! July 17-21: This 
summer, CCRC is partnering with 
Mennonite Central Committee to lead a 
team of 20 into the streets of Toronto to 
learn about urban issues, to serve the 
marginalized, and to bring what we learn 
there to our own cities her in Kitchener-
Waterloo. This trip is for those in Grade 9-
12. For more details, see the YMT 
March/April Newsletter and the 
information flyer at the Information Desk!  

 

All Ontario Youth Convention - Registration 
for AOYC 2017 is underway! Join 900+ teens 
and leaders for a high-energy weekend 
centred on being known and knowing God 
more fully. Register online at 
allontario.com/register. Community CRC 
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will pay for $70 for each of our youth 
registered. After you register online 
(www.allontario.com) put the printed form 
and the registration fee minus $70 (cheques 
made out to CCRC) in Pastor Amanda’s 
mailbox. 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

 
For all of the announcements, employment 
and volunteer opportunities available 
through the Denomination and others, 
please see the listing and posters on the 
bulletin board across from the washrooms 
for information. 

Available Free in the Digital Library - 
“Forty: Devotions for Lent” is available free 
to all in the CRC through the Digital Library 
(crcna.org/Library). This devotional explores 
the biblical motif of "forty" through the 
stories of Noah, Moses, the exodus, Elijah, 
and Jonah. All of these narratives 
foreshadow the gospel—they are reminders 
of Easter morning in light of the "forties" 
that have come before. 

Grit and Grace Women’s Conference: 
Saturday, April 1, 2017 at Redeemer 
University College, in Ancaster.  All women 
are invited for a day of inspiration, worship, 
and fellowship, with the theme of Life’s 
Great Dare…I will see the goodness of the 
Lord. Ps. 27:13.  Speaker, Christa Hesselink.  
Come and be refreshed and renewed; bring 
your friends! For more information, and to 
register on-line go to: 
 www.gritandgraceconference.ca 
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