
 
 March 29, 2020 

Kitchener, Ontario 

 
 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 

Welcome | COVID – 19 Update – Week 3.  These, indeed, are unprecedented times as a state of 
emergency has been declared in both Ontario and in the Waterloo Region.  It has now been 2 and a 
half weeks since the World Health Organization has declared a COVID-19 pandemic.   For CCRC it has 
meant that the church building has been closed, and all scheduled events, including public worship 
services, have been suspended, with no knowledge as to when they will be able to begin again.  
Meanwhile church life continues but now all connections are being made via all sorts of virtual 
platforms.  (Just so we are clear:  a closed church building means that the doors are locked and there 
are to be no meetings or gatherings of any sort, until further notice. This applies to all key-holders who 
have access to the building). 
 

If you are struggling mentally, spiritually, financially, or in any other way, please be sure to contact your 
Community elder or deacon or one of the pastors.  It may seem like you are alone, but you are not.  We 
are all just a phone call away.  Please be assured that the CAP (Congregational Assistance Plan) is still 
in effect during this time of isolation.   If your mental health is being challenged, please be aware that 
the Shalem Mental Health Network will continue to manage calls from clients and others toll free 866-
347-0041.   Meanwhile, why not use this occasion to give someone in your church Community or in 
your neighbourhood a call? 
 
This is the Lenten season, a season in which we remember Jesus’ suffering, isolation and death for our 
sakes.  Praise the Lord for the gift of His Son, Jesus, the very One who gives us hope in these troubled 
days!  While this time of being at home may provide many of us with some much needed rest and time 
away from a hectic lifestyle, it is also a good time for us to perhaps relearn what it means to cast our 
burden on the Lord and find rest in the very One who gives us life. 
 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY CRC CHURCH FAMILY 
(The bracketed numbers indicate the 

Community to which these individuals belong) 

 
Gary B (8) had a considerable fall at his home a 
week ago Friday and suffered a fractured hip.   
The interference of COVID-19 and its effects on 
the health care system meant that he did not 
have surgery last week.  It is thought that 
surgery may happen soon.  Pray for patience 
and that things may go well. 
 
Prayer items:  
 Pray for those in the medical profession who 

are called upon to serve during this 
pandemic.  Pray for courage, health, 
strength and safety. 

 Give thanks for those who are serving in 
essential services and keeping the country 
going. 

 Pray for those in leadership positions in 
government as they provide leadership 
throughout the pandemic.  Pray for courage, 
health, strength and wisdom. 

 Pray for those who are home with little 
children and have nowhere to go. 

 Pray for those dealing with mental illness 
which is exacerbated by the pandemic. 

 Pray for those who are self-isolating. 
 Pray for those dealing with cancer, its 

treatment and effects. 
 Pray for those dealing with broken 

relationships and for families sharing 
children but who are unable to share 
because of physical distancing.  

 Pray for those who have lost income because 

of the closing of businesses. 

 Pray for those in nursing homes or other 

institutions now locked down to anyone 

from the outside to come and visit.  

 Anthony and Barbara P with Daystar 
Ministries on Manitoulin Island, Hank and 
Rosario S volunteering in Guatemala, 
Shannon C serving as Chaplain at Forest 

Heights Long Term Care, and Pastor Brian B 
serving with Waterloo Campus Ministry 

 Pray for the church locally and 
internationally as it addresses COVID-19.  
Pray for an ability to share the good news of 
Jesus even now.   

 Pray for the staff and leadership at the 
Journey as they seek a new pastor. 

 Pray for CCRC and the season of transition it 
is in with the departure of both Pastor Carel 
and Pastor John over the next 3 months.  

 for churches in classis who are currently 

without a pastor — Clinton, Goderich, 

Drayton, and The Journey. They face special 

challenges for how to care for their 

congregations without a pastor in this time. 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

 
April 5 –  Palm Sunday 
April 10 – Good Friday 
April 12 – Easter Sunday 
 
Check "Church at Home" on the website for 
details on these services as they are made 
available.  
 

OFFERING SCHEDULE 

 

Ministries of Community CRC: 
 
During the Church closure, the following 
donation methods are currently in place:  

1. PAR – is the preferred method of giving 
at this time. We encourage you to sign up for 
our Pre-Authorized Remittance program: 

a. There is a link on our website: ccrc.on.ca 
with instructions. 

If you would like to stop your PAR 
payments, please contact our Treasurer 
at Treasurer@ccrc.on.ca. 

2. You can mail your donations to the Church. 



a. The mail is being checked and secured in 
the church regularly as circumstances 
allow. 

b. Deposits will be made on a regular basis 
as circumstances allow. 

c. At this time, please send cheques only – 
no cash, no vouchers. 

d. Be sure to indicate if you are supporting 
the church budget, diaconate or capital 
fund.  

e. Be sure to include your envelope number 
OR name and address so that we can 
properly record for donation receipt 
purposes. 
 

3. For second collections not tied directly to 
Community CRC, you can either donate directly 
to the organization (a link will be provided each 
week in the bulletin) or included with your 
mailed in donation.  If you mail it to CCRC, please 
be sure to clearly indicate which cause you are 
supporting. 

If you have any questions or would like further 
information please contact our Treasurer 
(treasurer@ccrc.on.ca) Kathy W or Bookkeeper 
(bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca) Diana W and they will 
happily help you. 

Second Offerings 

Today is Word Renew - Refugee Sunday and it 
has gone online! - When we welcome refugees 
as a church, we welcome them into our family--
and God’s family. Today, consider supporting 
the work of World Renew’s Refugee 
Sponsorship program. Your gift communicates 
Christ’s love in many ways, giving hope and 
building a new life for refugee families. Thank 
you for joining us. To donate online, you can go 
to: https://worldrenew.ca/refugeesunday 

 

The Second Offering on March 15 was for 
Laurentian Hills Christian School. Laurentian 
Hills Christian School (LHCS) is an independent 
day school, providing Christian education to 
students in grades JK-8 since 1967. It is 
interdenominational, drawing students from 
over sixty different churches in the Kitchener- 
Waterloo area. If you would like to give to LHCS 
you can do so directly on their website at: 
http://lhcs.net/donate/ 

The second offering on March 22 was for the 
FACE Fund.  As a congregation we have a FACE 
Fund (Financial Assistance for Christian 
Education) to assist with tuition costs for those 
wishing to send their children to a Christ-based 
school. The fund is available for any approved 
elementary or secondary school. Please contact 
the deacons or the church office in order to 
receive an application. There is another 
opportunity to give to this cause on July 26, 
2020 or you can donate via your church 
envelope.  

 

COMMUNITY CRC NEWS 

 
Manitoulin Island:  We are still looking for some 
volunteers to go to Manitoulin Island to help 
with some construction on Anthony and 
Barbara Penning's residence.  The Pennings are 
planning to proceed on some of the demolition 
work and so what will be needed, at a date yet 
to be determined, are people able to put up 
drywall as well as able to provide other skills.   If 
this is something that interests you, once life 
gets back to normal, please contact Jane V. 
 
SERVE 2020 (July 18-25): We are still looking for 
some leaders to take our youth on SERVE this 
summer (we need one male and 2 females) and 
there are still some openings for youth. The 
registration deadline is April 1.  Does God call 
you to be a leader this summer? Does SERVE 
seem like something you would want to attend?  

mailto:treasurer@ccrc.on.ca
mailto:bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca
https://worldrenew.ca/refugeesunday
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Please contact Jane V. 
www.youthunlimited.org/serve/ 
 
AOYC and COVID-19 - The AOYC (All Ontario 
Youth Convention) Team is keeping up to date 
on the many good recommendations and 
closures put in place by health authorities in 
order to limit the spread of COVID-19. 
Ultimately, the health and well-being of our 
conventioneers and leaders is our priority, and 
we appreciate your trust and patience as we 
wait to see what the coming weeks bring. We 
hope to have some clear information for you 
before the end of the month. Wash your hands, 
love your neighbour, and pray for those most 
vulnerable to the effects of this virus. Consider 
how and who you serve in these coming weeks. 
Let's remember this surprising season as a time 
of hope and generosity. 
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

 

Breaking Barriers - The Spring 2020 edition of 
Breaking Barriers is now available at 
https://network.crcna.org/disability-
concerns/breaking-barriers%E2%80%94spring-
2020 .  Printed copies will be mailed later this 
year. 
 
Holy Week Devotional for Families - Families, 
are you looking for an easy way to celebrate 
Holy Week (April 5 – April 11) at home? DWELL 
at Home’s new devotional God’s Big Easter Story 
is free to download. (And has a color-in 
printable!) You can read one devotion each day 
of Holy Week or combine readings over a few 
days.  
Find it at dwellcurriculum.org under “Family 
Support.” 

https://dwell.faithaliveresources.org/home.html 
 
 
 
 

Lent At-Home Faith Formation Tip - Hold a 
modified Seder meal with your family to draw 
connections between the traditional Jewish 
Passover meal and the Last Supper. This also 
provides a wonderful opportunity to teach 
children about communion and how Jesus asked 
us to remember him when we celebrate it. 
Author Ann Voskamp offers Christian seder 
meal instructions at tinyurl.com/VoskampSeder.  
(Tip from Faith Formation Ministries; 
crcna.org/FaithFormation)  
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