
 
 April 12, 2020 

Kitchener, Ontario 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

Welcome | COVID – 19 Update – Week 5.  “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!” This is the greeting we 
give each other mostly virtually today, as we continue to worship at home because of the ongoing state 
of emergency which has increasingly tightened its grip on the lives of Canadians.  While on Friday we 
were reminded of the price Jesus paid on our behalf as he died on the cross (see April 8 Pastoral letter 
later in the bulletin), today, as we celebrate Easter, we are reminded of the hope we have in Jesus 
because of his resurrection from the dead.  What wonderful good news amid a world with very little 
good news as of late!   
 
It has now been 4 and a half weeks since the World Health Organization has declared a COVID-19 
pandemic. For CCRC it has continued to mean that the church building has been closed and all 
scheduled events, including public worship services (today is the 5th Sunday that we are not gathering 
for worship), have been suspended, with no knowledge as to when they will be able to begin again.  
We continue to worship and connect with one another from home in compliance with the request of 
the authorities.  (Just so we are clear: a closed church building means that the doors are locked and 
there is no access to the building at any time, until further notice. This applies to all key-holders who 
have access to the building). 
 

Like in previous communications, we repeat that if you are struggling mentally, spiritually, financially, 
or in any other way, please be sure to contact your Community elder or deacon or one of the pastors.  
It may seem like you are alone, but you are not.  We are all just a phone call away.  Please be assured 
that the CAP (Congregational Assistance Plan) is still in effect during this time of isolation.  (See note 
elsewhere in the bulletin.) If your mental health is being challenged, please be aware that the Shalem 
Mental Health Network will continue to manage calls from clients and others toll free 866-347-0041.   
Meanwhile, why not use this occasion to give someone in your church Community or in your 
neighbourhood a call? 
 



COMMUNITY CRC CHURCH FAMILY 
 

(The bracketed numbers indicate the 
Community to which these individuals belong) 

 
Jeff and Christina G and their daughter Naomi 
(7) welcomed a baby girl on April 4th, 2020. Her 
name is Lydia Christina G. Everyone is healthy 
and happy! Praise God for this gift of new life! 
 
Shannon C (7) is home and isolated after a 
positive diagnosis with the coronavirus.  She 
seems to be on the right track as her symptoms 
are lessening day by day.  Pray for a full and 
complete recovery. 
 
The Westmount Chartwell Long-term Care 
Home, where Fredericka V (11) lives, has 
reported that one of the workers tested positive 
for the Coronavirus.  Forest Heights Revera, 
where Sandra K (9) lives, also has had an 
outbreak among residents and staff.  Lanark 
Heights LTC, where Dennis S (7) lives, has also 
had an outbreak.  As you can imagine this brings 
added concern to the families of residents as 
well as to the employees and their families.  May 
the Lord be gracious to residents and to the staff 
who are working very hard to keep everyone 
safe. 
 
Matters for Prayer:   

 We lament the rapid spread of a virus 
that is wreaking havoc across the globe. 
 We lament the loss of life and grief that it 
has brought to so many around the world. 
 We lament the economic losses that the 
virus has brought on families and businesses. 
 We lament the numerous losses, of all 
sorts, that physical distancing has brought to 
us. 
 We lament the anxiety and the fear that 
the virus is creating. 
 Pray for those in the medical profession 
who are called upon to serve during this 
pandemic. This includes all first responders 

as well as those in clinics and hospitals. Pray 
for courage, health, strength and safety. 
 Give thanks for those who are serving in 
essential services and keeping the country 
going.  
 Pray for those in leadership positions in 
government as they seek to guide us 
throughout the pandemic. Pray for courage, 
health, strength and wisdom.  
 Pray for those who are experiencing 
increased fatigue as the pandemic 
continues and as the isolation seems to go 
on and on.   
 Pray for students struggling to keep up 
with school via on-line learning and the 
challenges that brings.   
 Pray for the homeless who seem to have 
few places to go because of all the closures 
and restrictions put on by the on-going 
state of emergency. 
 Pray for those who are all alone at home 
and have very few, if anyone, to talk to.  
 Pray for those dealing with mental illness 
which is exacerbated by the pandemic.  
 Pray for those dealing with other 
illnesses that seem to have taken a back seat 
to COVID-19.  
 Pray for those who find themselves stuck 
in abusive relationships or homes.   
 Pray for those who have lost income 
because of the closing of businesses.  
 Pray for those who have had to change 
plans for their weddings.  
 Pray for those in prisons or other 
institutions now locked down to anyone 
from the outside to come and visit. Pray for 
the staff in those institutions who are 
working very hard to keep the virus out. 
 Pray for Anthony and Barbara P with 
Daystar Ministries on Manitoulin Island, 
Hank and Rosario S volunteering in 
Guatemala, Pastor Brian B serving with 
Waterloo Campus Ministry  



 Pray for the church locally and 
internationally as it addresses COVID-19. 
Pray for an ability to share the good news of 
Jesus even now.    
 Pray for the staff and leadership at the 
Journey as they seek a new pastor.  
 Pray for CCRC and the season of 
transition it is in with the departure of both  
 Pastor Carel and Pastor John over the 
next 3 months.   
 Pray for those nominated for the offices 
of elder and deacon.  
 for churches in classis who are currently 
without a pastor — Clinton, Goderich,  
 Drayton, and The Journey. They face 
special challenges for how to care for their 
congregations without a pastor in this time.  

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
 

April 19 - Pastor John Medendorp 
April 26 - Pastor Amanda Bakale 
May 3 - Pastor Carel Geleynse 
 

Check "Church at Home" on the website for 
details on these services as they are made 
available. Please note that the services are pre-
recorded and therefore can be watched at any 
time during the week.   
 

OFFERINGS 

 
There are two offerings taken on a weekly basis 
at Community CRC.  The first offering is for the 
Ministries of Community CRC and the second 
offering is for various causes that our church 
supports.  
 

Instructions for giving to the church:  
 

During the Church closure, the following 
donation methods are currently in place:   
1. PAR – is the preferred method of giving 
at this time. We encourage you to sign up for 
our Pre-Authorized Remittance program:  

a. There is a link on our website: ccrc.on.ca 
with instructions.  
If you would like to stop your PAR payments, 
please contact our Treasurer at 
Treasurer@ccrc.on.ca.  

2. You can mail your donations to the 
Church.  

a. The mail is being checked and secured in 
the church regularly as circumstances allow.  
b. Deposits will be made on a regular basis 
as circumstances allow.  
c. At this time, please send cheques only – 
no cash, no vouchers.  
d. Be sure to indicate if you are supporting 
the church budget, diaconate, or capital 
fund.   
e. Be sure to include your envelope number 
OR name and address so that we can properly 
record for donation receipt purposes.  

3. For second collections not tied directly to 
Community CRC, you can either donate directly 
to the organization (a link will be provided each 
week in the bulletin) or included with your 
mailed in donation. If you mail it to CCRC, please 
be sure to clearly indicate which cause you are 
supporting.  
If you have any questions or would like further 
information, please contact our Treasurer 
(treasurer@ccrc.on.ca) Kathy W or Bookkeeper 
(bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca) Diana W and they will 
happily help you.  
 

Second Offerings  
 

If you would like to donate to the second 
offering this can be done with your church 
envelope (indicate the cause and amount on 
your envelope) or you can donate directly to 
the cause through the link provided: 
 
The offering on Easter Sunday is for Resonate 
Global Mission. The following note was taken 
from a letter from Zachary King, Director of 
Resonate Global Missions received this past 
Thursday, April 9, 2020: The COVID-19 
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pandemic is forcing missionaries, church 
planters, and campus ministers around the 
world to adapt to a new reality. While we lament 
many ministry losses, there are new 
opportunities as well. Because of the threat 
posed by COVID-19, people are longing for the 
stability and communion that only a relationship 
with Christ provides—that’s why your continued 
support is so important. 

Right now, there are three important things you 
can do to continue to support the ministry 
you care about. You can click each link to learn 
more if you feel called to help. 

1. Pray for your missionary, church planter, 
or campus minister: your Resonate 
ministry leaders are experiencing stress 
and anxiety just like everyone else. Please 
lift them up in prayer and ask God for 
health and safety. 

2. Live God’s mission through your church: 
across the US and Canada, Christian 
Reformed Churches are rising to the 
occasion, filled with the Holy Spirit and 
ready to make a difference. Please join 
with what your local church is doing! 

3. Make a gift: if you are able, please 
consider making a special gift during this 
crisis. Your missionaries and church 
planters depend on support from 
Resonate, and right now, a generous 
donor has agreed to match any amount 
you give! 

To read the most recent updates on how 
Resonate is responding to the COVID-19 crisis, 
please visit 
 www.resonateglobalmission.org/covid19 
 

The offering next week is for the GEMS club. 
“GEMS Girls' Clubs is a non-denominational, 
non-profit, Christian organization that seeks to 
equip women and girls to live radically faithful 
lives for Christ. Clubs are established in churches 

and other Christian organizations and allow 
women to mentor girls as they develop a living, 
dynamic relationship with Jesus.” If you are 
interested in making a donation to the 
organization you can do so directly at 
https://gemsgc.org/give/ or through your 
church envelope.  
 

Offerings Received as at April 5, 2020 
 

April 5 $8,368 

Year to Date $165,504 

Budgeted 2020 
Total Contributions 

$885,705 

Benevolence Fund  725 

World Renew – Refugee Sunday  375 

FACE Fund  75 

Laurentian Hills Christian School  75 

Cdn Foodgrains Bank  25 

Resonate Global Mission  25 

GEMS  25 

Diaconal Ministries Canada  25 

 

COMMUNITY CRC NEWS 

 
A Note from Council: We are in the process of 
planning a webinar style meeting in order to 
present an update from the Staffing Review ad-
hoc committee.  It is our hope that this will be 
presented within the next week or two.  Please 
stay tuned for confirmation on a date and time, 
as well as instructions on how to listen in on this 
presentation.  Paper copies will be made 
available upon request. 
 
The Pastoral and Youth Elders will meet 
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, April 14, at 7:30 
p.m. Agendas were sent electronically this past 
Thursday. 
 

Faith and Hops | Zoom Edition |Thursday, April 
16 @ 6:30-8pm: Let's give this a try! If you're a 
20ish to 30-something looking for a space to 
connect and deepen your faith, join this month's 
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Faith + Hops via Zoom. Interested in joining? 
Message Pastor Amanda for the Zoom info. And 
check out CCRC's Facebook page or Instagram 
closer to the date for the discussion topic! 
 
Friday Night Bible Study has been cancelled 
until further notice. 
  

Congregational Assistance Program (CAP).  
Shalem and CAP therapists have continued to 
provide counselling support services during this 
time, all being provided through a secure video 
platform or by phone. Shalem’s Intake team has 
been able to continue to work from their office 
and are answering calls during regular business 
hours (toll free 866-347-0041).  
As people may be seeking further supports 
while the pandemic restrictions go on, Shalem 
has added some resources to their webpage, 
which hopefully will provide some 
encouragement and be helpful to those seeking 
added assistance to manage impacts that social 
distancing and economic or health worries can 
trigger.  The additional resources can be found 
at:  https://shalemnetwork.org/resources-to-
help-us-cope-during-a-pandemic 
 

All Ontario Youth Convention: As you have 
probably heard, AOYC has decided to postpone 
this year's event until next year. All the deposit 
cheques were shredded.  
If you have any questions, please contact Steve 
F.  
  
SERVE 2020 has been cancelled this year due to 
COVID-19 pandemic and all the uncertainty 
surrounding the situation.   
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

 
Synod 2020:  Out of an abundance of caution 
and in light of many restrictions related to travel 
and public gatherings as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, a decision has been made to 

cancel Synod 2020.  This is the first time in the 
160-year history of the Christian Reformed 
Church that synod has been cancelled.  A few of 
our members received the word this past week 
from the denomination:  Pastor John, pastoral 
delegate for Classis Huron; Jane V, deacon 
delegate for Classis Huron; Becca B, youth 
advisor and Scott K, alternate deacon delegate 
for Classis Huron.  COVID-19 robbed them of this 
unique opportunity to serve the denomination 
at the annual synod which always meets in June.  
Many of the agenda items that cannot be 
deferred to 2021 will be dealt with by the 
Council of Delegates.   
 
Get the Banner by Email - Stay connected with 
our weekly e-newsletter, the Banner Update, 
delivering new online content for free, by 
signing up at thebanner.org/signup. 
 
Groundwork: I Believe the Son Has Risen:  
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is risen from 
the dead. Dig into 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Luke 
24:36-48, and Revelation 1:12-18 with 
Groundwork to examine the details of Christ’s 
resurrection and remember the crucial, life-
changing meaning of this belief. Listen now at 
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to 
Groundwork's weekly emails for future 
episodes. 
 
Careers at World Renew - Compelled by God’s 
deep passion for justice & mercy, we join 
communities around the world to renew hope, 
reconcile lives, and restore creation. If you're 
passionate about this vision and desire to 
contribute to furthering this work around the 
globe, and if you’re experienced in fundraising, 
development, or donor engagement, check out 
this job opportunity for a Mid-Level 
Development Officer. The purpose of this role is 
to increase donation revenue by initiating, 
developing, and sustaining positive and 
mutually-beneficial relationships with a 
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designated group of donors. More details, and 
the link to apply, can be found at 
/worldrenew.net/careers. 
 

IDEAS FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

 
Kids Corner Audio Drama - Check out Kids 
Corner’s Bible Stories Podcast, an immersive 
audio drama series that retells the greatest 
stories of the Bible! Choose from 30 stories 
spanning from Creation through the history of 
the Early Church, organized chronologically and 
thematically, each with its own coloring page. 
Learn more at network.crcna.org/childrens-
ministry/dramas-telling-greatest-stories-bible 
 
Kids in Action During COVID-19 - Kids Corner 
wants to create an encouraging and fun video to 
tell the stories of real kids doing God’s work in 
the world during COVID-19. Know a someone 18 
or younger creating great sidewalk art to cheer 
up neighbors? A family sewing hospital masks 
for the local ER? A kid who's leading online 
worship with music? Send us your videos and 
pictures and help us tell their story. We’ll 
compile stories and create a video to share the 
good news of kids serving God during this 
difficult time. To start, check out the KC 
YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/c/kidscornertv to see past 
Kids in Action videos and get an idea of the way 
we tell stories. Then check out 
kidscorner.reframemedia.com/kids-in-action-
during-covid-19 for video tips and to learn how 
to send us your story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Miracle Of Easter - Check out our children’s 
programs at www.kidscorner.net. In this week’s 
episode “The Miracle of Easter,” Jairus and his 
family experience the very first Holy week, when 
Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead. 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like 
to witness the first Easter? Listen now at 
kidscorner.net and subscribe to KC’s weekly 
emails for future episodes. Download this 
month’s Kids Corner Easter puzzle and game 
giveaway The Bible Challenge Activity Book Five. 
kidscorner.net/activities. 

 
Easter At-Home Faith Formation Tip - Children 
learn best through story, so create a special time 
this week to share the Easter story with the kids 
in your life. Use a picture book like The Garden, 
the Curtain, and the Cross: The True Story of 
Why Jesus Died and Rose Again (Good Book Co., 
2016), or read stories from Jesus’ ministry, Holy 
Week, and Easter from a children’s Bible. Show 
kids that God’s story is full of hope and joy! (Tip 
from Faith Formation Ministries; 
crcna.org/FaithFormation) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 


