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Welcome | COVID – 19 Update – Week 6.  “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!” This is the greeting we 
still hear ringing in our ears one week out from the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.  Other 
Christians, in the Orthodox tradition are celebrating the resurrection today.  We join them in praising 
the living Lord.     
 
It has now been 5-and-a-half weeks since the World Health Organization has declared a COVID-19 
pandemic. For CCRC it has continued to mean that the church building has been closed and all 
scheduled events, including public worship services (today is the 5th Sunday that we are not gathering 
for worship), have been suspended, with no knowledge as to when they will be able to begin again.  
We continue to worship and connect with one another from home in compliance with the request of 
the authorities.  (Just so we are clear: a closed church building means that the doors are locked and 
there is no access to the building at any time, until further notice. This applies to all key-holders who 
have access to the building). 
 
This is the 6th Sunday in a row that we have not had the privilege to gathering at the church for 
communal worship.  Many are missing the opportunities for interaction and fellowship and many are 
missing the joint praise and worship times.  The elders and deacons along with the pastors have been 
seeking to keep in touch with the entire congregation.   
 
All pastoral team, staff, and council meetings are being conducted via Zoom and other media platforms, 
allowing for the life of the church to carry on. Because of Pastor Carel’s retirement, scheduled for May 
31, full council (Administrative Elders, Pastoral Elders, Youth Elders, Deacons) has approved a plan for 
moving forward with a staffing proposal. Please see the note of invitation elsewhere in the bulletin.   
 
These have been strange and difficult days and weeks for our region, province, country and the entire 
globe. All are living with a certain amount of stress and of course all of us are wondering how long this 
will last and what a post-pandemic world might look like.  May the living Lord grant us his peace as we 
move forward. 
 



 
 

COMMUNITY CRC CHURCH FAMILY 
(The bracketed numbers indicate the 

Community to which these individuals belong) 

 
Our condolences are extended to Linda and 
Bernie D (13) with the passing away of Linda's 
sister-in-law, Erna F. Erna passed away from 
cancer on April 15, 2020. Erna was also an aunt 
to Steve and Michelle F and their children, 
Megan, Katrina, and Mia (11). Please keep this 
family in your prayers during this time of loss as 
social distancing prevents the usual gathering of 
loved ones for support and comfort. We give 
thanks that Erna put her trust and faith in the 
Lord! 
 
Shannon C (7) continues to recover from her 
positive diagnosis of the coronavirus. She seems 
to be on the right track as her symptoms are 
lessening day by day. Pray for a full and 
complete recovery. 
 
The Westmount Chartwell Long-term Care 
Home, where Fredericka V (11) lives, and Lanark 
Heights LTC, where Dennis S (7) lives, have both 
reported an outbreak of the Coronavirus.  Forest 
Heights Revera, where Sandra K (9) lives, has 
had quite a severe outbreak among residents 
and staff.  As you can imagine this brings added 
concern to the families of residents as well as to 
the employees and their families.  May the Lord 
be gracious to residents and to the staff who are 
working very hard to keep everyone safe. 
 

 
Consistory met this past Tuesday, April 14, via 
Zoom and received the news that Dan and Hetty 
F (7) have found a place to worship and are 
thankful to be attending Grace Bible Church in 
Little Current on Manitoulin Island. We wish 
them God's blessings in their new worshipping 
community! 

Matters for Prayer:   

 We lament the rapid spread of a virus 

that is wreaking havoc across the globe. 

 We lament the loss of life and grief that it 

has brought to so many around the world. 

 We lament the economic losses that the 

virus has brought on families and businesses. 

 We lament the numerous losses, of all 

sorts, that physical distancing has brought to 

us. 

 We lament the anxiety and the fear that 

the virus is creating. 

 Pray for those in the medical profession 

who are called upon to serve during this 

pandemic. This includes all first responders 

as well as those in clinics and hospitals. Pray 

for courage, health, strength and safety. 

 Give thanks for those who are serving in 

essential services and keeping the country 

going.  

 Pray for those in leadership positions in 

government as they seek to guide us 

throughout the pandemic. Pray for courage, 

health, strength and wisdom.  

During COVID19 restrictions the CAP counselling ministry through Shalem 
Mental Health Network continues to make anonymous professional 
counselling support available to congregants of our church at no charge.  
All services are provided through a secured video or telephone 
connection.   
To book a CAP appt, call Shalem directly at 1-866-347-0041.  And for more 
resource information check their website at https://shalemnetwork.org/ 

 

https://shalemnetwork.org/


 Pray for those who are experiencing 

increased fatigue as the pandemic continues 

and as the isolation seems to go on and on.   

 Pray for students struggling to keep up 

with school via on-line learning and the 

challenges that brings.   

 Pray for the homeless who seem to have 

few places to go because of all the closures 

and restrictions put on by the on-going state 

of emergency. 

 Pray for those who are all alone at home 

and have very few, if anyone, to talk to.  

 Pray for those dealing with mental illness 

which is exacerbated by the pandemic.  

 Pray for those dealing with other 

illnesses that seem to have taken a back seat 

to COVID-19.  

 Pray for those who find themselves stuck 

in abusive relationships or homes.   

 Pray for those who have lost income 

because of the closing of businesses.  

 Pray for those who have had to change 

plans for their weddings.  

 Pray for those in prisons or other 

institutions now locked down to anyone 

from the outside to come and visit. Pray for 

the staff in those institutions who are 

working very hard to keep the virus out. 

 Pray for Anthony and Barbara P with 

Daystar Ministries on Manitoulin Island, 

Hank and Rosario S volunteering in 

Guatemala, Pastor Brian B serving with 

Waterloo Campus Ministry  

 Pray for the church locally and 

internationally as it addresses COVID-19. 

Pray for an ability to share the good news of 

Jesus even now.     

 Pray for CCRC and the season of 

transition it is in with the departure of both 

Pastor Carel and Pastor John over the next 3 

months.   

 Pray for those nominated for the offices 

of elder and deacon.  

 for churches in classis who are currently 

without a pastor — Clinton, Goderich, 

Drayton, and The Journey. They face special 

challenges for how to care for their 

congregations without a pastor in this time.  

Thank you: 
Dear Congregation, 
Jake and I would like to thank everyone for the 
cards and phone calls and especially to 
Community 6 for the surprise “window” visits on 
our 65th wedding anniversary Thursday, April 
9th.  To be remembered during this difficult time 
of crisis was a wonderful blessing. We are 
grateful to belong to a community of believers 
that uplift and support one another. 
Jake and Nel V (6) 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

 
April 26 | Pastor Amanda Bakale 
May 3| Pastor Carel Geleynse 
May 10 | Pastor John Medendorp 
 

Check "Church at Home" on the website for 
details on these services as they are made 
available. Please note that the services are pre-
recorded and therefore can be watched at any 
time during the week.   
 

OFFERINGS 

There are two offerings taken on a weekly basis 
at Community CRC.  The first offering is for the 
Ministries of Community CRC and the second 
offering is for various causes that our church 
supports.  

 

 



Instructions for giving to the church:  

During the Church closure, the following 
donation methods are currently in place:   

1. PAR – is the preferred method of giving 

at this time. We encourage you to sign up for 

our Pre-Authorized Remittance program:  

a. There is a link on our website: ccrc.on.ca 

with instructions.  

If you would like to stop your PAR payments, 
please contact our Treasurer at 
Treasurer@ccrc.on.ca.  

2. You can mail your donations to the 

Church.  

a. The mail is being checked and secured in 

the church regularly as circumstances allow.  

b. Deposits will be made on a regular basis 

as circumstances allow.  

c. At this time, please send cheques only – 

no cash, no vouchers.  

d. Be sure to indicate if you are supporting 

the church budget, diaconate, or capital 

fund.   

e. Be sure to include your envelope number 

OR name and address so that we can properly 

record for donation receipt purposes.  

3. For second collections not tied directly to 

Community CRC, you can either donate directly 

to the organization (a link will be provided each 

week in the bulletin) or included with your 

mailed in donation. If you mail it to CCRC, please 

be sure to clearly indicate which cause you are 

supporting.  

If you have any questions or would like further 
information, please contact our Treasurer 
(treasurer@ccrc.on.ca) Kathy W or Bookkeeper 
(bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca) Diana W and they will 
happily help you.  

 

Second Offerings  

If you would like to donate to the second 
offering this can be done with your church 
envelope (indicate the cause and amount on 
your envelope) or you can donate directly to 
the cause through the link provided: 

The offering this week is for the GEMS club. 
“GEMS Girls' Clubs is a non-denominational, 
non-profit, Christian organization that seeks to 
equip women and girls to live radically faithful 
lives for Christ. Clubs are established in churches 
and other Christian organizations and allow 
women to mentor girls as they develop a living, 
dynamic relationship with Jesus.” If you are 
interested in making a donation to the 
organization you can do so directly at 
https://gemsgc.org/give/ or through your 
church envelope.  

Next week our offering is for Diaconal 
Ministries Canada – NewGround (formerly 
Operation Manna). NewGround partners with 
deacons and churches to break new missional 
ground, nurturing Spirit-led ideas that bear 
everlasting fruit. Many churches don't have the 
resources or expertise to reach out to their 
communities so they turn to NewGround! Visit 
the Diaconal Ministries Canada's website to 
watch the 2020 Campaign Video. 
http://diaconalministries.com/newground 

In light of the COVID-19 global crisis, we 
acknowledge that things will likely look different 
this year for NewGround Sunday. Churches 
across Canada are not able to gather 
corporately for the next while and we have no 
idea when this will end. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can support other Canadian 
CRCs by giving generously to the NewGround 
offering next week.   
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Offerings Received as at April 12, 2020 
 

April 12 $4,460 

Year to Date $169,964 

Budgeted 2020 Total Contributions $885,705 

Second Offerings   

Benevolence $ 1090 

World Renew – Refugee Sunday $ 150 

World Renew – Cdn Foodgrains 
Bank 

$ 125 

Resonate Global Mission $ 90 

Financial Assistance for Christian 
Education (FACE Fund) 

$ 75 

Ray of Hope $ 35 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 

 
Easter Greetings, Kitchener Community 
friends! We sincerely congratulate You on the 
Easter holiday, the holiday of the victorious 
Resurrection of Christ! Thanks to the victory 
that the Lamb of God won over sin, death, and 
the kingdom of darkness, we received 
forgiveness of sins, salvation, new life in 
Christ, and the calling to be His bright Light at 
home and around the world.    
We sincerely Thank You for your prayers, 
participation in our ministry, and your support 
for the growth of the Church of Christ abroad. 
Your outstanding level of prayer, interest and 
financial support to our work in 2019 and 2020 
has been a great blessing to us, and we send to 
you our heartfelt thanks and gratitude. May God 
allow that a Prayer Team from Community 
Church can truly be organized in 2021 for 
deeper acquaintance of your community with us 
all here around Eastern Europe! 
May the Lord send a new favorable time for us 
to meet together again and worship Almighty 
God, spreading His Gospel and fragrance in this 
world! Let the peace be upon You and we pray 
for abundant blessings, health and protection 
from the Risen Jesus! 
Gary and Galina 

COMMUNITY CRC NEWS 
 

Staffing Review Update: Please join us this 
Wednesday, April 22 at 7:30 pm, for a virtual 
presentation of the progress and next steps 
from the Staffing Review committee. Since we 
are not able to meet in person, we will be 
running this presentation as a webinar. In order 
to participate in this webinar you must register 
in advance by clicking on this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_eXqSMCV1T2W1O-g6Iub6ZA.  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
webinar. The registration process is necessary 
for us to manage the number of participants 
that plan to tune in on Wednesday night, as well 
as ensure a higher level of security. You will not 
need to have video or microphone capabilities 
in order to watch this webinar. Since the 
number of participants joining in for the 
webinar is limited, we encourage you to 
participate as a household, joining the webinar 
with only one computer or device, if possible. 
We look forward to connecting with you on 
Wednesday! 
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

 
Synod 2020:  Out of an abundance of caution 
and in light of many restrictions related to travel 
and public gatherings as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, a decision has been made to 
cancel Synod 2020.  This is the first time in the 
160-year history of the Christian Reformed 
Church that synod has been cancelled. Many of 
the agenda items that cannot be deferred to 
2021 will be dealt with by the Council of 
Delegates.   
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Kids in Action During COVID-19 - Kids Corner 
wants to create an encouraging and fun video to 
tell the stories of real kids doing God’s work in 
the world during COVID-19. Know a someone 18 
or younger creating great sidewalk art to cheer 
up neighbors? A family sewing hospital masks 
for the local ER? A kid who's leading online 
worship with music? Send us your videos and 
pictures and help us tell their story. We’ll 
compile stories and create a video to share the 
good news of kids serving God during this 
difficult time. To start, check out the KC youtube 
channel at www.youtube.com/c/kidscornertv 
to see past Kids in Action videos and get an idea 
of the way we tell stories. Then check out 
kidscorner.reframemedia.com/kids-in-action-
during-covid-19 for video tips and to learn how 
to send us your story. 
 
The Banner Appeal was Disrupted - Give 
Online. - The Banner is delivered free in print 
and online. Our annual donation appeal makes 
it possible, but it has been delayed. To help us 
keep this community conversation going and 
make up for lost time please give online now at 
www.thebanner.org/donate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


