
 
 April 26, 2020 

Kitchener, Ontario 

 
 
Welcome | COVID – 19 Update – Week 7.   
 

My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty;  
I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me.  

But I have calmed and quieted myself,  
I am like a weaned child with its mother;  

like a weaned child I am content.  
Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore. (Psalm 131) 

 
It has now been 6-and-a-half weeks since the World Health Organization has declared a COVID-19 
pandemic, and so we are still confined to our homes and neighbourhoods and not to be involved in 
non-essential travel.  This is the 7th Sunday in a row that we have not had the privilege to gathering at 
the church for communal worship.  Many are missing the opportunities for interaction and fellowship 
and many are missing the joint praise and worship times.  While the lock-down of our society may be a 
challenge to our usual busy lives, it might also provide us with some opportunities. Such opportunities 
may be to build relationships with our family members, or to gain a new appreciation for the creation 
all around us, or discover new routines including devotions or other means of family worship.  Perhaps 
this is also time to discover anew what it means to rest in the Lord and to discover anew what it means 
to put our hope in the Lord.  
 

For CCRC the presence of the pandemic has continued to mean that the church building is closed and 
all scheduled events, including public worship services, have been suspended until further notice. We 
continue to worship and connect with one another from home in compliance with the request of the 
authorities.  (Just so we are clear: a closed church building means that the doors are locked and there 
is no access to the building at any time, until further notice. This applies to all key-holders who have 
access to the building). 
 

The elders and deacons along with the pastors have been seeking to keep in touch with the entire 
congregation.  If there are any concerns please don’t hesitate to call one of the pastors, your 
Community elder or deacon or Shalem Mental Health Network using the Congregational Assistance 
Plan.   



These continue to be strange and difficult days and weeks for our region, province, country and the 
entire globe. All are living with a certain amount of stress and of course all of us are wondering how 
long this will last and what a post-pandemic world might look like.  May the living Lord grant us his 
peace as we move forward. 

 

 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 
We mourn with the people of Colchester 

County in Nova Scotia where a gunman took 22 

lives last weekend.  What a terrible event!  May 

God have mercy on all involved and grant his 

peace. 

 
Forest Heights Revera, where Sandra K (9) lives, 
has had quite a severe outbreak among 
residents and staff.  There have been quite a 
number of deaths at that facility causing the 
staff and administration much grief and fatigue. 
Sandra, herself seems to be okay. Shannon C (7) 
and chaplain at Forest Heights is recovering well 
from her positive diagnosis of the coronavirus 
and can’t wait to get back to work. The 
Westmount Chartwell Long-term Care Home, 
where Fredericka V (11) lives, and Lanark 
Heights LTC, where Dennis S (7) lives, have both 
reported an outbreak of the Coronavirus. Both 
Fredericka and Dennis seem to be free of the 
virus. May the Lord be gracious to residents and 
to the staff who are working very hard to keep 
everyone safe. 
 
 

We have a prayer request from the G family (6). 
Aioub had gone in February to Sudan to visit his 
parents for a couple of weeks. With everything 
that has happened with COVID-19 Aioub has not 
been able to get a flight home. Mairi has been 
home with the 5 children and is suppose to be 
going back to work soon. Needless to say this 
has caused a lot of worry and stress. They ask 
for prayers: 

 that the correct government officials can 

assist in arranging Aioub's repatriation 

 that Aioub can get on a plane with the most 

direct route to Canada. 

 That when he does get back here Aioub and 

the family can manage him being 

quarantined for two weeks (he won't be 

able to interact with the family). 

 And that their employers have grace and 

patience in their return to work.  

Matters for Prayer:   

 We lament the loss of life and grief that 

COVID-19 has brought to so many around 

the world. 

 We lament the numerous losses, of all 

sorts, that physical distancing has brought to 

us. 

During COVID19 restrictions the CAP counselling ministry through Shalem 
Mental Health Network continues to make anonymous professional 
counselling support available to congregants of our church at no charge.  
All services are provided through a secured video or telephone 
connection.   
To book a CAP appt, call Shalem directly at 1-866-347-0041.  And for more 
resource information check their website at https://shalemnetwork.org/ 

 

https://shalemnetwork.org/


 We lament the anxiety and the fear that 

the virus is creating. 

 We lament the loss of graduations for 

those finishing grade school, high school or a 

post-secondary institution. 

 We lament the loss of weddings and the 

change in plans that many couples have had 

to make. 

 Pray for those in the medical profession 

who are called upon to serve during this 

pandemic.  Pray for courage, health, 

strength and safety. 

 Give thanks for those who are serving in 

essential services and keeping the country 

going.  

 Pray for those in leadership positions in 

government as they seek to guide us 

throughout the pandemic. Pray for courage, 

health, strength and wisdom.  

 Pray for those who are experiencing 

increased fatigue as the pandemic continues 

and as the isolation seems to go on and on.   

 Pray for students struggling to keep up 

with school via on-line learning and the 

challenges that brings.   

 Pray for the homeless who seem to have 

few places to go because of all the closures 

and restrictions put on by the on-going state 

of emergency. 

 Pray for those who are all alone at home 

and have very few, if anyone, to talk to.  

 Pray for those dealing with mental illness 

which is exacerbated by the pandemic.  

 Pray for those dealing with other 

illnesses that seem to have taken a back seat 

to COVID-19.  

 Pray for those who find themselves stuck 

in abusive relationships or homes.   

 Pray for those who have lost income 

because of the closing of businesses.  

 Pray for those in prisons or other 

institutions now locked down to anyone 

from the outside to come and visit. Pray for 

the staff in those institutions who are 

working very hard to keep the virus out. 

 Anthony and Barbara P with Daystar 

Ministries on Manitoulin Island, Hank and 

Rosario S volunteering in Guatemala, Pastor 

Brian B serving with Waterloo Campus 

Ministry. 

 Pray for the church locally and 

internationally as it addresses COVID-19. 

Pray for an ability to share the good news of 

Jesus even now.     

 Pray for CCRC and the season of 

transition it is in with the departure of both 

Pastor Carel and Pastor John over the next 2 

months. 

OFFERINGS 

The offering for this week is for Diaconal 
Ministries Canada – NewGround (formerly 
Operation Manna). NewGround partners with 
deacons and churches to break new missional 
ground, nurturing Spirit-led ideas that bear 
everlasting fruit. Many churches don't have the 
resources or expertise to reach out to their 
communities, so they turn to NewGround! Visit 
the Diaconal Ministries Canada's website to 
watch the 2020 Campaign Video. 
http://diaconalministries.com/newground 

In light of the COVID-19 global crisis, we 
acknowledge that things will likely look different 
this year for NewGround Sunday. Churches 
across Canada are not able to gather 
corporately for the next while and we have no 
idea when this will end. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can support other Canadian 
CRCs by giving generously to the NewGround 
offering next week.   

http://diaconalministries.com/newground


The offering for next week is for Friendship 
Ministries Canada. The vision of Friendship "is 
people with and without intellectual disability 
growing deeper in their relationship with God 
and with each other in community together." 
They believe that faith is a gift from God that 
does not depend on any level of human 
intelligence. To donate online please go to 
https://friendship.org/give/ 

 

Offerings Received as at April 19, 2020 
including Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR)  

 

April 19 $ 27,654 

Year to Date $ 197,618 

Budgeted 2020 Total 
Contributions 

$ 885,705 

Second Offerings   

Benevolence Fund $ 1,310 

Resonate Global Mission $ 335 

GEMS $ 260 

Word Renew $ 100 

World Renew – Refugee $ 100 

REFRAME Media – Back to God 
Ministries International 

$ 100 

Ray of Hope $ 50 

Laurentian Hills Christian School $ 50 
Financial Assistance for Christian 
Education – FACE Fund 

$ 50 

Diaconal Ministries $ 5 

 
There are two offerings taken on a weekly basis 
at Community CRC.  The first offering is for the 
Ministries of Community CRC and the second 
offering is for various causes that our church 
supports.  
 

Instructions for giving to the church: 
 

During the Church closure, the following 
donation methods are currently in place:   

1. PAR – is the preferred method of giving 

at this time. We encourage you to sign up for 

our Pre-Authorized Remittance program:  

There is a link on our website: ccrc.on.ca with 
instructions.  
 

If you would like to stop your PAR payments, 
please contact our Treasurer at 
Treasurer@ccrc.on.ca.  

2. You can mail your donations to the 

Church.  

a. The mail is being checked and secured in 

the church regularly as circumstances allow. 

b. Deposits will be made on a regular basis 

as circumstances allow. 

c. At this time, please send cheques only – 

no cash, no vouchers. 

d. Be sure to indicate if you are supporting 

the church budget, diaconate, or capital fund. 

e. Be sure to include your envelope number 

OR name and address so that we can properly 

record for donation receipt purposes.  

3. For second collections not tied directly to 

Community CRC, you can either donate directly 

to the organization (a link will be provided each 

week in the bulletin) or included with your 

mailed in donation. If you mail it to CCRC, please 

be sure to clearly indicate which cause you are 

supporting.  

If you have any questions or would like further 
information, please contact our Treasurer 
(treasurer@ccrc.on.ca) Kathy W or Bookkeeper 
(bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca) Diana W and they will 
happily help you. 
  

Second Offerings  
If you would like to donate to the second 
offering this can be done with your church 
envelope (indicate the cause and amount on 
your envelope) or you can donate directly to 
the cause through the link provided. 

https://friendship.org/give/
mailto:Treasurer@ccrc.on.ca
mailto:treasurer@ccrc.on.ca
mailto:bookkeeper@ccrc.on.ca


UPCOMING SERVICES 

 
May 3| Pastor Carel Geleynse  
May 10 | Pastor John Medendorp | Lord's 
Supper 
May 17 | Pastor Amanda Bakale 

Next Sunday we will be celebrating the 
sacrament of Lord’s Supper online and in our 
homes. Some of you may be wondering 
whether it’s acceptable for us to celebrate the 
sacrament in this unusual way, and our answer 
is, these are unusual times! As Rev. Kathy S, 
Professor of Church Polity at Calvin Seminary 
explains, our Church Order is not written with 
this kind of situation in mind, but we can 
nevertheless apply the principles and provisions 
of Church Order to our practice. With regard to 
the celebration of the sacraments, Church Order 
stipulates that they be celebrated “upon the 
authority of the consistory … in the public 
worship service.” Since our public worship 
services are being held via the church website in 
people’s homes, and since the consistory retains 
authority over our worship services, Rev. S 
assures us we are in good company. 

 We typically celebrate the sacrament with 
bread and grape juice (traditionally wine), but if 
you do not have these available it is perfectly 
acceptable to use any sort of bread-like product 
(crackers, wafers, wraps, etc.), and any sort of 
fruit-based drink. We know this may seem 
strange and uncomfortable to many of you, but 
we encourage you to celebrate the sacrament 
together with us anyway. These are strange and 
uncomfortable times, which makes it all the 
more important that we receive God’s grace 
together in this way, trusting that he will do 
what he promises in the sacrament, uniting us 
to himself and one another, in anticipation of his 
coming again. 
 

 

Check "Church at Home" on the website for 
details on this service as it is made available. 
Please note that the services are pre-recorded 
and therefore can be watched at any time 
during the week.    
 

COMMUNITY CRC NEWS 

 
The Administrative Council will meet via Zoom 
this Tuesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
 
The May/June 2020 TODAY devotional booklet 
is available on the REFRAME media website at  
https://backtogod.net/ministries/english#toda
y and it also available on the Bridge app.  For 
those who would like a hard copy, please email 
the church office at office@ccrc.con.ca  or give 
Donna V a call and a copy will be  mailed to you.  
We also have copies of the April 2020 edition of 
the BANNER available for those who are 
interested. If you would like a hard copy of this 
resource, please call or email Donna at the 
contact information listed above.   

This past Tuesday, the church office sent out an 

email regarding The Bridge App. The Bridge 

App was introduced to the Christian Reformed 

Church of North America 3 years ago (the 

Canadian Ministries only).   It was first tested in 

Classis Niagara and has since been introduced to 

all the CRC churches in Canada.   

One of the features that users have found very 

helpful with this app is the online church 

directory. This directory provides the most up-

to-date contact information available for 

Community CRC’s worshiping members. There 

have been several requests for a new directory 

and that is something to consider but for now 

this information is available via this app.  

  

https://backtogod.net/ministries/english#today
https://backtogod.net/ministries/english#today
mailto:office@ccrc.con.ca


There are also a few other features on this app 

that I would like to highlight. 

1.  The BIBLE feature is available in many 
different translations and many different 
languages.  It can be accessed from the 
home screen and is always wonderful to 
have with you. 

2. The TODAY devotional is also online.  We 
are approaching a new month and you 
may be wondering how to access the 
May/June 2020 devotional.  This can be 
found on the app. 

3. As well as being helpful for local 
churches, there are a few features that 
allow you to connect with the greater 
denomination; The WATCH feature 
allows you to see videos from different 
ministries or members from the 
denomination 

4. The CONNECTED feature provides 
articles and news from the 
denomination. 

5. The CRC MINISTRIES feature is a link to 
the crcna.org website. 

6. The GIVE feature allows a user to support 
various ministries by donating online via 
the app. (not to our local church). 

Instructions for how to go about downloading 

the Bridge App were attached to that 

email.   Please take some time to access this app 

and find out for yourself how helpful and 

informative this app can be for you!  

GEMS Ministry: Last Sunday, April 19, was 

scheduled to be a service set aside for our GEMS 

club to participate. Due to current 

circumstances it was not possible for GEMS club 

to organize any participation. However, the  

leaders would like to update the congregation 

on the GEMS program this past year and they 

have included a short video for you: 

GEMS Ministry Update from Kristin G and 
Shawna V: What a wonderful blessing it has 
been to co-coordinate GEMS for the second 
year. We were amazed, yet again, by the 
number of girls who have joined our club. This 
year we had 70 girls come to GEMS, with most 
girls attending every week. After much prayer, 
we were also blessed with an amazing team of 
counsellors. If we did not have these women, 
our club would not have been able to run. Back 
in September we challenged the counsellors to 
get to know each girl in their group and they 
went above and beyond to do this. We couldn’t 
not be more thankful for these women. Thank 
you to you as well for your continued support, 
encouragement, and prayers. We know that the 
message of God’s love has reached these girls 
and have heard them speak about how knowing 
the capital “T” Truth of God’s Word has changed 
their lives. Now we ask for continued prayers as 
the girls in our club as at home. We pray that 
they may know God loves them and is with them 
even through these uncertain times. 
To watch a video update of the GEMS Girls’ 
Club Ministry at CCRC, see the link included on 
the April 19 resources for Church at Home.  
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

 
At-Home Faith Formation Tip - Count your 
blessings as a household. When something 
happens for which you are grateful, write it 
down or draw it on a piece of paper. Collect 
these blessings in a bowl or jar, and at the end 
of the year, reflect on the many ways God has 
blessed you—and blessed others through you! 
(Tip from Faith Formation Ministries; 
crcna.org/FaithFormation) 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 

 


