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December 22, 2019, 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Carel Geleynse 

Elder-in-Charge: Janet H. 

[* Please rise, in body or spirit] 

There are no Sunday School classes today or on December 29th. Classes begin again January 5th. 

Gathering and Greeting 
 Gathering Song: "Angels from the Realms of Glory" PsH 354 v. 1-3,5  

 Welcome and Announcements 

 *Call to Worship 

 *God’s Greeting and Mutual Greeting 

 *Songs of Praise: "Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes" PsH 335 

         "All I Have is Christ"    

Candle Lighting 

 Advent Reading based on Exodus 33 and the book of Ruth 

 Advent Prayer 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle 

 Song: "O Come, All Ye Faithful" PsH 340 v. 1-3 

 Children’s Blessing 

Proclamation of the Word 

 Song of Preparation: "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Scripture Reading Ruth 1 

 Sermon: "Ruth – Emptiness…Faithfulness"  

 Prayer of Application 

Response to the Word 

 *Song of Response: "View the Present Through the Promise" 

Prayers of the People 

 Offering:  1) Ministries of Community Christian Reformed Church 

   2) House of Friendship 

 Offertory Song: "No Outsiders" 

 *God’s Parting Blessing 

 *Doxology: "Now Blessed Be the Lord, Our God" PsH 630 

 

 

Come back tonight for the Candlelight service! 

Join us for our Christmas Day service – December 25th at 10 am! 

 

 

 



6:00 pm  
Pastor John Medendorp 

Pianist: Katherine D. 

[* Please rise, in body or spirit] 
Praise and Prayer 
 Welcome 

 Call to Worship 

 *God’s Greeting 

 *Song of Praise: "O Come, O Come, Immanuel" PsH 328 v. 1,3,4,6 

 Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38 

 Song: "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" PsH 329 

 Scripture Reading: Luke 1: 39-45 

 Song: "Glory (Let There Be Peace)" 

 Offering: House of Friendship 

 Song: "My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout" 

 Scripture Reading: Luke 1: 46-55 

 Meditation 

 Special Music: "He Who Is Mighty" 

Carol Sing 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

 Passing the Light of Christ 

 Songs: "Silent Night! Holy Night!" PsH 344 v. 1-3 

  "What Child Is This?" 

  "Angels We Have Heard on High" PsH 347 

  "O Holy Night" 

 God's Parting Blessing 

 Doxology: "O Holy Night" 

  

 

 

 

The birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord, is good news for all the world. Our good and faithful God did not abandon 
us to a world of darkness and death, but came into this world to save us and give us new life! As you celebrate 
Christmas, may you do so with gratitude and joy. May you be filled with wonder and awe at his grace, and 
experience the peace of God in your life. 

 

A blessed Christmas to all! 

 

from the staff at CCRC, 
Pastor Amanda Bakale, Pastor Carel Geleynse, Pastor John Medendorp,  
Rachel V., Sherrie M., Diana W., Donna V. and Nicole F. 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

The bracketed numbers indicate the Community to which these individuals belong 

Jake V. (6) underwent significant surgery this 
past Thursday at Grand River Hospital requiring 
a hospital stay over Christmas.  Pray for a good 
recovery. 
 
On Boxing Day, Janet B. (14) and Jane V. (2) are 
traveling to Montreal in order to spend a week 
of volunteering (Dec. 26-Jan. 2) at the Ministry 
to Seafarers (ministrytoseafarers.org).  They will 
be making ship visits and helping in the 
Seafarers Centre. They will also be taking along 
30 Christmas parcels put together by members 
of CCRC for distribution to sailors aboard the 
ships visiting Montreal over the Christmas 
season. Pray for safe travels to and from 
Montreal and also that God may use them to 
witness to sailors who are away from 
home.  The Ministry to Seafarers (M2S) is 
dedicated to caring for the needs of seafarers 
visiting the Port of Montreal. Their mission is to 
share Jesus' love by being an advocate for 
seafarers, and providing them a safe, relaxing 
place that they can call their home-away-from-
home.   
 
Please continue to pray for:  
 
 those who are shut-in and/or unable to 

worship with us on a regular basis because 
of various health issues; 

 those who are alone this season and who 
find it a lonely time; 

 those whose lives are filled with stress 
because of the expectations of the season; 

 those dealing with depression and other 
forms of mental illness; 

 those dealing with cancer, its treatment and 
effects:  

 those dealing with broken relationships; 
 those who are unemployed or 

underemployed; 
 Anthony and Barbara P. with Daystar 

Ministries on Manitoulin Island; Hank and 
Rosario S. volunteering in Guatemala; 
Shannon C. serving as Chaplain at Forest 
Heights Long Term Care; Pastor Brian B. 
serving with Waterloo Campus Ministry 

 the staff and leadership at the Journey  
 the persecuted Church; 
 the Ministries and the Leadership of our 

congregation 
 
Belated congratulations to Jim & Karen V. (13) 
who celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary 
on December 15, 2019! May the Lord continue 
to bless and strengthen this marriage for many 
years to come! 
 

STAFF INFORMATION 
 
The church office hours for this coming week 
are as follows: 
 
December 23: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
December 24: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
December 25: Closed 
December 26: Closed 
December 27: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Pastor John is preaching at Drayton CRC this 
morning as part of the Classical appointment 
schedule. 
 
Pastor Amanda is guest preaching at Jubilee 
Fellowship CRC in St. Catharines this morning. 
 
Pastor Amanda will be on vacation from 
December 27-30. She will be back in the office 
on December 31. 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING SERVICES 

Dec 25 10 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

Dec 29 10 a.m. Pastor John, First Sunday 
of Christmastide 

 6 p.m. Pastor John, Lord's 
Supper 

Jan 1 10 a.m. Pastor Carel, New Year's 
Day Service 

Jan 5 10 a.m. Pastor Amanda, Second 
Sunday of Christmastide 

 6 p.m. Pastor John 

 
 

OFFERING SCHEDULE 

 
Budget Contributions  

For December 15, 2019 
 

 
Actual 

Contributions 
Received 

Total 2019 
Budgeted 

Contributions  

 2019 Budget 
Contributions 

(Shortfall)/ 
Surplus 

Dec. 15 
& PAR 

$31,591   

2019 $772,930 $927,970 ($155,040) 

CCRC GO Building Fund $ 4,525 

LHCS $ 2,059 
House of Friendship $ 100 

Missionary Support $ 100 

Birthright & Monica's Place $ 60 
Calvin College $ 60 

CCRC Mission Fund $ 50 
Waterloo Campus Ministry $ 40 

Benevolence Fund $ 10 

Our offering today is for House of 
Friendship. Originally, House of Friendship 
was a store-front mission on King Street in 
downtown Kitchener. It had a reading room, 
a dining room and provided food. The 
mission was a response of the local Christian 
community to the physical and spiritual 

needs of the area’s most vulnerable 
residents – a tradition that continues to this 
day. Over the years, the work of House of 
Friendship has evolved into a charitable 
social service agency serving thousands, 
providing addiction treatment, food, 
housing, and community resources 
throughout Waterloo Region. Every year 
they walk with over 42,000 people who need 
food, housing, community resources or 
addiction treatment. 

On Christmas Day, our offering is for World 
Renew.  

Next week our offering is for Habitat for 
Humanity. “Seeking to put God's love into 
action, Habitat for Humanity brings people 
together to build homes, communities and 

hope. Families and individuals in need of a 
hand up partner with Habitat for Humanity 
to build or improve a place they can call 
home. Habitat homeowners help build their 
own homes alongside volunteers and pay an 
affordable mortgage. Through financial 
support, volunteering or adding a voice to 
support affordable housing, everyone can 
help families achieve the strength, stability 
and self-reliance they need to build better 
lives for themselves.”  

COMMUNITY CHURCH NEWS 

 
Financial update from the Board of Stewards: 
Thank you for your continued support through 
donations and prayer. As we come to the final 
two Sundays of 2019 we would like to draw your 
attention to the $155,000 needed by December 
31st to reach our full revenue budget for the 
year.   

While it would be a blessing to receive the full 
budget value, it is possible with savings and 



adjustments, that a lower amount of $80,000 
would meet our expected 
expenses.  Historically, December has been a 
very high giving month and we are hopeful that 
this trend will continue for 2019. We ask you to 
prayerfully consider your donations and 
support. We wish you a blessed Christmas 
season! 

Vouchers: Current vouchers are valid until Dec 
31, 2019. Purchases can be made in the usual 
way using your budget envelope. At year end, if 
you still have 2019 vouchers, they can be 
exchanged for 2020 vouchers. If you have any 
questions, please contact Karen V. 

 
Library News: Dive deeper into the lives of Ruth, 
Tamar, Rahab, Bathsheba, and Mary: visit the 
library for books about these foremothers of 
Christ.  
 
Volunteers Needed: Because of the holiday 
season there will be no Sunday School for 
children ages 3 – Grade 3 both this morning and 
next Sunday, December 29.  Volunteers are 
needed to supervise a drop-in room for 
Christmas Day and next Sunday morning. If you 
are able to help please contact the office for 
services following today.   
 
Administrative Council Meeting Tuesday 
December 17, 2019 – Report  

 Received and reviewed various staff and 
ministry reports. 

 Members of the Mission Strategy Team were 
able to attend and shared their year-end 
report.  Council heard about their vision and 
goals going forward. Council is looking 
forward to working with the MST and 
encouraged them to take the lead with our 
Communities and local missions. 

 Council heard an update from the Go! 
Committee that its mandate is complete and 
any continuing issues have been handed 
over to the Board of Stewards.  

 With the upcoming retirement of Pastor 
Carel and the seeming need for more 
administrative support, an ad-hoc 
committee has been formed to look at 
staffing and a mandate has been accepted by 
Council.  

 Council is encouraged by the increased 
compliance in terms of the number of police 
checks that have been received by 
volunteers here at CCRC. 

 The offering Schedule for 2020 has been 
received and approved by Council. 

 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 
 

For all of the announcements, employment 
and volunteer opportunities available 
through the Denomination and others, 
please see the listing and posters on the 
Deacons bulletin board across from the 
washrooms for information. 
 
Save the Date! Faith Formation Workshop - 
Friday, Jan 17, 7-9 pm @ CCRC.  
Everyone at CCRC is invited to participate in an 
evening workshop exploring the question: "How 
do young adults stick with faith?" Rev. Lesli V. 
will facilitate our interactive conversation with 
insights from the Renegotiating Faith Report, a 
large survey of young adult Christians in Canada. 
This 2019 report highlights the new cultural 
challenges and struggles of emerging adults in 
our modern context...and the way that the 
church is helping or hindering young adults as 
they navigate their changing world and their 
faith.  Questions? Please contact Pastor 
Amanda.

 


