
Church at Home 
Third Sunday of Lent | March 15, 2020


In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, we have suspended our regular Sunday worship 
service and are encouraging people to worship together in smaller gatherings, whether 
as individuals, households, small groups, or Communities. This resource is intended to 
be flexible and adaptable for a variety of settings, depending on the gifts and resources 
available. It is structured after our regular worship service, but you may do what works 
for your context. 
Songs are merely suggestions. Please choose whatever works for your context. “PsH” 
is the Psalter-Hymnal and “LUYH” is Lift Up Your Hearts. You may also ask your 
“congregation” for song recommendations. Depending on your context, you may want 
to sing along with lyric videos on youtube, ask musically gifted people to lead with 
piano or guitar, ask a talented singer to sing for the group, or sing together acapella. If 
people prefer not to sing, someone may read a passage from scripture or read the lyrics 
of one of the suggested hymns as a prayer.


Gathering and Greeting

Call to Worship


Leader: We come to worship 
not because we are deserving, 
not because we have been faithful, 
not because we are important.


All: We come to worship  
with our hopes and our fears, 
with our joys and our sorrows, 
with our gifts and our sins.

Leader: We gather here because God has called us, 
in the words of our Lord: 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.”

The same God who calls us to worship greets us with these words:

“Grace and peace to you, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


Songs of Praise

If people prefer not to sing, Psalm 95:1-7a is an appropriate response of praise. 
Consider reading it aloud together.

• “Blessed Be Your Name” - LUYH #343

• “Now with Joyful Exultation” - PsH #95; LUYH #512

• “All Creatures of Our God and King” - PsH #431; LUYH #551

• “Ten Thousand Reasons (Bless the Lord)” - LUYH #559

• Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty - PsH #249; LUYH #538 



Confession & Assurance

Call to Confession 

Read Isaiah 55:1-7

Prayer of Confession


Choose from one or more of the following options: 
• Announce a period of silence for people to confess their personal sins to 

God

• Sing “Lord Have Mercy” - LUYH #639

• Read the following prayer, in unison or by a leader, written by our IMPACT 

youth for this service:

Dear God, 
Please forgive us when we get distracted from spending time with 
you. Thank you for being gracious with us. 
Forgive us for our mean actions and thoughts. Please guide and 
help us to be more patient and kind and respectful. 
We pray that you will help us to seek you instead of the mundane 
things of this world. 
Thank you for your unending grace and love. 
Thank you for being our living water on a daily basis. 
Amen.


Assurance of Pardon

Choose from one or more of the following options:

• Read Isaiah 41:17-18

• Recite the following litany: 


Leader: People of God, hear the good news of the gospel: In Jesus 
Christ, all of our sins are forgiven. 

All: Thanks be to God! 



Hearing the Word

Song of Preparation: “Spirit of the Living God” - PsH #424; LUYH #749

Prayer for Illumination


Read this prayer as a leader or in unison

O Lord our God,

give us open eyes to see you,

open ears to hear you,

open minds to know you,

and open hearts to believe you.

Bless the reading of your Word

by the presence of your Holy Spirit,

that our lives may be transformed

to reflect the image of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

In his name we pray.

Amen.


Scripture Reading: John 4:1-42 
Sermon: Check the church website Sunday morning, as we hope to have resources for 
reading, listening to, or watching a sermon.

Prayer of Application:


Read the following prayer, written by our IMPACT youth for this service:

Dear Lord, you are the living water. Help us to find you and never thirst. 
Help us to share your light, that we may become messengers of your word. 
Amen.




Responding to the Word

Song of Response: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” - PsH #488; LUYH #665

Prayers of the People


Invite people to share their own personal prayer requests with the group, joys 
and sorrows, hopes and fears…anything that is on their hearts and minds.

Review the “Church Family News” section of the bulletin on the church website.

Consider the following options for corporate prayer:

• A leader may write down all the prayer requests and lead in prayer at the 

end

• The congregation may respond “Lord, hear our prayer” after each person 

shares their requests

• A time of sharing may be followed by a time of “popcorn prayer,” where a 

leader opens and people pray as they feel led.

• A time of sharing or popcorn prayer may be concluded with reciting the 

Lord’s Prayer together in unison:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.


Offering

The deacons are reviewing what to do about money collection during this time, 
but maybe take this opportunity to conduct a different sort of “offering.” There 
are many people in our church Communities and our neighbourhoods who are 
vulnerable, lonely, or afraid because of this health crisis. Think together of some 
ways that you can be the hands and feet of Christ to your neighbours in 
tangible ways during this time. Take an “offering” of your time, your gifts, and 
your care to share with those around you.


Closing Song if desired, choose something that your people want to sing together.

Blessing


May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. May the Lord smile upon you, and give you peace. 
Amen. 

Doxology if people are comfortable singing. Otherwise, the leader may say “Go in 
peace.” 


