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How do you remember what’s important?  

In our household, we live according to our shared online calendar. Colour coordinated and thorough. 
Broken down into 30 minute chunks of time. My work stuff is in yellow. Brian’s work stuff is in red. 
Personal is in purple. 


Needless to say if a glitch in iCal or in Apple servers somewhere were to all of a sudden make our 
carefully colour coordinated and orchestrated calendar disappear, well, chaos would reign. We’d be 
lost and all the balls we so precariously keep up in the air would all come falling down in a shower of 
dropped responsibilities. 


So we manage our calendar with care. Work. School. Doctors appointments. Dentist. Drop-offs. 
Pick-ups. Bills to be paid and deadlines. Dinners and phone calls. Zoom meetings and hopefully a 
date night or two. 


All the important things are on our calendar. That’s how the Bork-Bakale household remembers 
what’s important, keeps track of all the things we’d otherwise forget, remembers all the stuff that can 
get lost in the busy life of working parents and little kids. 


And a quick glance at our calendar reveals what’s important to us as a family. You could tell a lot 
about what we value, about what’s important to us, by knowing our calendar. 


We remember what’s important by the way we structure our time. 

And we reveal what’s important to us by the way we structure our time.  

Now, you might not spend a lot of time in Leviticus. If you’ve ever tried to read the Bible straight 
through, Leviticus may have been the book you ran out of steam in. 


So many different kinds of sacrifices.  
So many different ways to not eat thing.  
So many different ways to cut up animals and burn them or not burn them.  
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So many different little details to remember and keep track of and live by.  

Leviticus gets its name from the priestly class in Israel. The Levites. This is basically an instruction 
manual for priests on rituals and rites, religious practices and right worship. 


Including the religious calendar of God’s people.  

Our portion of Scripture this morning comes from the part of the instruction manual on how to keep 
the religious calendar. The sacred assemblies and the appointed festivals. When to gather. What to 
do and what not to do.


And not surprising, if you’ve been keeping up with our Sabbath worship series, this religious 
calendar is centred around the number seven and a rhythm of rest.  

The weekly sabbath comes on the seventh day.  
There are seven festivals in the year.  
The two biggest festivals are each seven days long.  
The seventh month of the year is marked by three special holy days.  
The seventh year is set apart as a sabbath year.  
And then at the end of seven sevens of year, the seventh sabbath year, is the great year of 
jubilee where lots of stuff happens (but we’ll look at that year more closely in a couple weeks).  

Needless to say, the number seven and sabbath, as we have seen isn’t just central to the Creation 
story, but it’s built into the very rhythm and structure of the religious calendar of God’s people. 


And this isn’t just a brilliant move by the priests or by Moses, this is God laying out this 
calendar.  

As our passage makes quite clear: 


The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: These are my appointed 
festivals, the appointed festivals of the Lord, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.”  

God has just led the people out of Egypt. Out of slavery. Out of bondage. With plague and signs and 
miracles, God saved the Israelites in the most dramatic of ways. 
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And now they’ve wandered in the wilderness to live a life free of slavery, to live in freedom, to live…
how exactly? 


God’s people all of a sudden found themselves without the habits and rhythms and schedule and 
calendar to remind them of what was important. Their habits of slavery no longer made sense, but 
they didn’t know how to structure them time differently. 


And, here in Leviticus, God takes the time to colour coordinate a calendar for them. 


We remember what’s important by the way we structure our time.  
And we reveal what’s important to us by the way we structure our time. 

We’ve all had our own recent experience of losing our own habits and rhythms that structure our 
time. 


In the early months of the pandemic, when everything came to a screeching halt, our carefully 
coordinated calendars were all erased. Work. School. Going out. Volunteering. Hanging out with 
friends. Vacations. Even just the habit and rhythm of going to church on Sunday morning. Just gone. 
Disappeared. 


And while there was, for many of us, a little relief in seeing our calendars wiped clean. Eventually that 
wore off. And each day seemed pretty much like the day before. And the day before that. And the 
day before that. 


Our lives lacked their normal structure. The dependable rhythm. So many of us found our times and 
days structured differently: 


the 10am announcement of how many Covid cases in the province  
the endless crazy news cycle coming out of the States  
the around the clock demands of working from home with emails and Zoom meetings and phone 
calls at all hours of the day and night 

And going to church got hard, too. Keeping Sunday as a “day of sacred assembly” got hard as we 
couldn’t gather, and it remains hard. With the live stream getting glitchy sometimes and watching 
church on a screen at home on your own or with kids everywhere just ends up being a recipe for 
disconnection and frustration too much of the time. 
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So much so that some of us have fallen out of the habit of gathering virtually or in-person on 
Sundays. It slips off our calendars and slides down our list of what’s importance to us.


We remember what’s important by the way we structure our time.  
And we reveal what’s important to us by the way we structure our time. 

The Israelites were use to the Egyptian calendar that centred its seasons on the rise and fall of the 
Nile river and the holy days of the Egyptian gods: Osiris, Set, Horus, Iris. And God erases that 
calendar by drawing them out into the wilderness far from the Nile and the gods of those that 
enslaved them and oppressed them for centuries. 


And God marks the beginning of their new calendar, their new way of marking time, of knowing 
what’s important, in God’s act of saving them. In the Passover. In the Exodus. In the moment they 
became free. 


Back in Exodus, in Chapter 12, the conflict with Pharaoh has reached its climax. God’s people have 
been instructed to kill a lamb and mark their doors with its blood, and not sleep that night but be 
ready with shoes on, belts cinched, packs ready, in anticipation of God’s saving them. 


And in that moment, that moment of anticipation, on the verge of liberation, the Lord stops. And 
speaks to Moses, 


This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 

The calendar begins by remembering God’s act of saving them. 


Remembering God’s faithfulness to them.  
Remembering that they were once slaves, but that now they are free.  
Remembering the anticipation, the waiting, the expectancy of God rescuing them in the most 
dramatic of ways.  

No more Nile. No more Egyptian gods. No more slavery. God’s rescue changes the way they 
structure their time. 


Changes the way they remember what’s important.  
Changes what is important to remember.  
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And God gifts them with a calendar of structuring time that shapes and forms them as God’s people. 


From that first month spent remembering God’s saving work in Exodus to weaving in a weekly 
sabbath of rest and restoration and joy. To carving out time in the calendar to mark the seasons of 
harvest and planting, of God’s good creation and God’s continued care. To looking at how each 
generation is shaped by the rhythm of a year of rest every seven years and how in the Year of 
Jubilee that comes once in a generation, God again works his deliverance from slavery when debts 
are cancelled and slaves are freed. 


And by living according to this calendar - shaping their weeks and months and years around rest 
and redemption and rescue - God’s people remember what’s important, remember who they are, 
and remember who God has been for them and will continue to be for them.


We remember what’s important by the way we structure our time.  
And we reveal what’s important to us by the way we structure our time. 

Our first month of the year isn’t January like the calendar year. It’s not September like the school 
year. It’s not March like the agricultural year. And it’s not Nisan, the first month in the Levitical 
religious calendar. The Christian year begins in December, in Advent. In anticipation of Jesus’ 
coming into the world.


The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus has fundamentally changed the way we structure our time, 
set our calendar, and remember what’s important to us. 


Every Advent, as God’s people, we remember and believe the promises God made to his people 
to redeem them, to save them, all point us to Jesus.  
Every Christmas, as God’s people, we remember and believe that God came to us in Jesus, our 
Emmanuel.  
Every Lent, as God’s people, we remember and believe that Jesus walked a road to violence and 
death for us.  
Every Easter, as God’s people, we remember and believe that Jesus did not stay dead in a tomb 
but rose to life to rescue us from sin and death.  

And every Sunday, as God’s people, as followers of Jesus, we remember and believe that God is at 
work in our lives, our hearts, and our worship:


Every week, God gathers us to rest in his presence.  
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Every week, God offers us forgiveness in Jesus.  
Every week, God invites us to ask for what we need because Jesus intercedes for us through the 
Spirit.  
Every week, God speaks to us through his Word perfectly embodied in Jesus the living Word,  
Every week, God blesses us as we leave to love the world in Jesus’ name.  

And by living according to this calendar - shaping our weeks and months and years around the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus - we remember what’s important, remember who we are, and 
remember who God has been for us and will continue to be for us.


I don’t know what your calendar looks like. If it’s colour-coordinated and online like mine or if it’s a 
big whiteboard in your entryway, or a flip calendar with your grandkids pictures for each month on 
the kitchen table, or you are able to just keep it all up here. 


As you fill in your days, mark your weeks, and watch the years go by, 


May you know the joy of gathering with God’s people to remember what’s important, especially 
when it’s hard to remember it on your own. 
May you remember and believe that all your days are held by our faithful Saviour Jesus Christ, 
whose life, death, and resurrection has changed everything.  

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
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