
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
 
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— John 1:12 

 
Dear Friends of God, 
* 
What do you do when you get a gift? 
* 
These past weeks we have been looking at the gifts of Advent: hope, peace, joy and love. These 
are gifts which God gives to us.  Jesus came to give us hope in a world of darkness.  Jesus came 
to give us peace in a world of turmoil.  Jesus came to give us joy in a world of sorrow.  And Jesus 
came to give us love in a world of hatred. 
 
Today we hear those familiar words: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son.  Jesus is a gift to us from God, to bring hope, peace, joy and love. 
* 
So on this Christmas day, in a season when we give each other gifts, how do you respond to 
God’s gift of Christmas? 
 
Years ago we moved to a new area and reconnected with an uncle and aunt.  They invited us to 
their annual a family Christmas party where we reconnected with cousins and their kids.  We 
went around the circle and exchanged gifts.  Uncle Bert got a gift that was short and cylindrical.  
He didn’t even open it, but put it beside his chair and expected things to move along.  We asked 
him why he didn’t open it.  He replied, “I already know what’s in it.” 
 
That is not what we usually do with gifts.  When someone gives you a gift you don’t just put it 
down and expect everything to carry on.  Even if you know what’s in it. 
* 
You hold the gift.  You note the way it was wrapped carefully or with special wrapping paper. If 
there is a card attached you read the card first.  
* 
You get a sense of its weight, it’s feel. 
* 
Then you open it with great anticipation.  What could it possibly be?   
* 
You take your gift out of the box and you look at it.  You see the actual thing that someone who 
cares about you has given you.  Ooh, a big mug for tea.  Ooh, a new shirt.  Ooh, Lego speed 
champions.  Ohh, a smartwatch, Ooh, a new purse.  You hold it up, you turn it around, you look 
at it.  You note the colour, the shape, the smell, the texture.   
* 
Then you think about all the ways this gift will improve your life.  Oh, this mug will make tea 
time a calm moment.  This shirt will look great with my new pants.  This new kitchen knife is 



going to make chopping a breeze.  This ring is going to remind me of you every day.  This will fit 
perfectly in that empty spot on my wall. 
 
Then you reflect.  You see what the giver thought of.  How did you know I like this author?  How 
did you know I needed new sunglasses?  You get a sense that the giver really understands you.  
He picked the perfect colour. She knows what brings me joy.   
* 
And then you look into the eyes of the giver and you say thank you.  Thank you for this 
wonderful gift.  You know me so well.  This is going to be awesome—thank you so much.  You 
give a hug or a kiss or at least an elbow bump. 
 
And then you enjoy your gift.  You put it on your finger, you hang it on your wall, you put it on 
over your shirt.  Later on you get to enjoy it every day and delight in this gift.  You tell anyone 
who asks about it that your loving family member or friend gave it to you for Christmas. 
* 
So on this Christmas day, in a season when we give each other gifts and we know how to 
respond, how do you respond to God’s gift of Christmas?  
* 
For one thing, we look at this gift.  We hear the story once again.  Mary, Joseph, the angels, the 
shepherds, the wise men, Herod—all those familiar characters in this story point us to the birth 
of Jesus.  There we see Jesus in the manger, God in the flesh, God as one of us.  The word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.  Like Mary, we ponder these things in our heart. 
* 
We also think of all the ways this gift will improve our life.  Our passage this morning tells us the 
amazing blessing we have in Jesus:   
* 

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 

 
We gain a new relationship with God.  We are no longer only creations of God, image-bearers 
of God.  We are children of God.  When we receive this gift, we gain a deeper, more intimate 
connection with God.  Jesus is the one who saves us from our sins and restores us to our 
rightful relationship with our holy God.  This is a profound gift that we certainly needed.  We 
could not save ourselves and God knew we needed saving.  So he sent his son to be our saviour.   
* 
And then we say thank you.  We look up to God and say thank you for this generous gift of your 
son.  On Christmas day we sing, pray and offer our thanksgiving.  Every Sunday we give God 
thanks for the unspeakable gift of God’s grace. That’s why we gather each Sunday.  It’s that 
magnificent a gift. 
* 
And then we enjoy this gift.  We enjoy our new relationship with God every day, living in the joy 
of salvation.  Our sins are covered, our lives are made new. We participate in a church where 
we are growing in our relationship with God, each other and our community. 
* 



For those of us who know this story so well and who know this gift it may be possible to just 
take it, set it down and carry on.  Yeah, I know this story.  Yes, it’s a gift.  I know what’s in it. 
 
Yet even old uncle Bert eventually opened his traditional Christmas can of party nuts and ate 
them with gratitude and gladness.  
 
AMEN 


