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2 January 2022 
"MOVE ON" 
 
Dear People of God, 
* 
The dawning of another year comes with predictions for what may come.  Reporters, 
pundits, astrologers, and anyone with something to say find their way on to the 
airwaves and make their predictions.  They try to answer the questions we all have:  
What will happen to us in this year? How will the pandemic affect us?  Will we be still be 
wearing masks this time next year? What will happen in politics, school, the economy?  
Will the Leafs make it to the playoffs?  Will there even be playoffs? 
 
What will happen in our futures?  That’s the big question; the big unknown.  Some 
predictions are quite accurate.  Others are off the wall. 
 
It’s at this time of year when we also think of God, who holds the future in his hands.  
No one knows the future except for God.  So we gather together to hear his word and 
place our trust in him for the coming year.   
 
Trusting that the future is in God’s hands is the lesson the Israelites had to learn at the 
very beginning of their development as a nation.  As God was shaping them as a nation 
even as they took their first footsteps out of Egypt, God wanted them to learn who is in 
control.  No matter what others may say, regardless even of what may be staring them 
in the face, they had to learn that their future belongs to God. 
 
Our passage begins with the Israelites camped at Pi Hahiroth on the edge of the Red 
Sea.  They had just left the subjection of Egypt. They had seen the ten plagues and 
experienced the Passover.  Pharaoh had finally relented and let God’s people go and 
God was leading them to the Promised Land. But Pharaoh changed his mind and sent 
out his army to recapture them and bring them back.  
* 

The Egyptians—all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops—
pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi 
Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 

 
The Israelites didn’t just happen to find themselves in this location.  Lord had guided the 
Israelites to Pi Hahiroth on purpose.  It was here that they would learn a founding truth 
in their life as a nation: they can depend upon Him alone for their future.   
 
At Pi Hahiroth they are stuck between a rock and a hard place, or rather, between an 
army and a wet place.  On one side they have the malicious might of the Egyptian army 
just about to pounce upon them and take them away in chains.   
 



On the other hand, they have the shining expanse of the merciless sea.  The sea, in the 
ancient mind, was a place of chaos, darkness, and death. 
 
This is a very bleak situation indeed.  The Israelites have seen the future, and it is one of 
death.  Either they fall into the hands of the Egyptian army and die inwardly, or they fall 
into the sea like so many lemmings.  Either way they die. 
 
Imagine the fear of the defenseless Israelites.  Backs to the sea, facing the powerful 
army of Pharaoh.  Who of us wouldn't join them as they cried out to Moses a bitter 
accusation: 
 

Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us out to the 
desert to die? 

 
Listen to that black humour. 
 
And listen to the fear and doubt.  Who of us would not second-guess the decision to 
leave the land of Egypt?  They had taken a risk in following Moses.  And now they seem 
to be reaping the bitter and terrifying consequences of that decision.  They were still 
powerless.  They weren’t free at all.  And now they were sitting ducks just waiting to be 
picked off.   
 
What do we see when we look into the future?  Perhaps we are not in as precarious a 
situation as the Israelites, but we nevertheless have some concerns as we go into the 
year 2022.  The future is always a risky business.  The unknown of the future fills us with 
concern, and perhaps some amount of fear. 
 
Some of us look into the future and we see uncertainty.  How much longer will we be 
able to cope with the pandemic restrictions? 
 
We look into the year and we wonder about the church.  What will 2022 bring for our 
congregation?  Will we stay strong?  Are people still with us? How will we pass on the 
story of Christ to the next generation?  This year Synod will decide on the Human 
Sexuality Report.  How will that go and how will it affect us?   
 
What about our families?  Will our children be able to go back to school?  For how long?  
So much life-change will take place: graduations, marriages, job transfers, empty nests, 
health scares, health decline. How will we face all of this? Our paths will take many 
directions. 
 
What gives us strength in an unknown future?  What gives us hope to go on when we 
are paralyzed by fear?  Glib predictions and fancy wishes won't do it.  Moses wasn’t told 
to tell the Israelites to cheer up, to get a grip.  Nor was he told to circle the wagons, to 



put up a barricade, to send out some guerilla fighters and snipers to hamper the 
Egyptians.   
 
The sun will rise and set every day of 2022 as God ordains, the snows will give way to 
rain, the blooms will return in May.  But when it comes to our personal futures, nothing 
is guaranteed.  What do we hang on to in the uncertain world of tomorrow? 
 
But take a closer look at what happened to the Israelites when their deathly future was 
staring at them right in the face.  Into this terrifying situation comes a bewildering 
command.  God says to Moses: 
* 

Why are you crying out to me?  Tell the Israelites to move on. 
 
Tell the Israelites to "move on"--keep on going towards the sea.  Move on despite of 
what you see.   
 
What a strange command for the Lord to give!  Was he telling them that they were 
going to opt for drowning rather than the sword?  Is that the way this is going to play 
out:  no one will take away our freedom; we’ll die rather than go back.  
 
Not at all.  He gives his redemptive word, a word that is meant to create hope.  He tells 
them to trust him.  Only take the first step.  Get up and follow my lead, even though it 
seems so unnatural, so perilous, so counterintuitive.  And then see how powerful the 
Lord really is.   
 
And that is what we need to remember as we step into 2022.  Move on in faith in the 
Lord.  Regardless of what may seem to be ahead of you, the Lord will save those who 
depend on him.   
 
For the Israelites that means God has to do a miracle.  He has Moses stretch out his 
arms and open up a passageway through the sea.  The Lord works a miracle and teaches 
the Israelites the lesson that is foundational to their very existence:  God is the God of 
grace and power who watches over his people and saves them in times of trouble.  
Everything that they have they have from the Lord, and he will not let them be 
destroyed.  Nothing in heaven or on earth can harm us when we are under his care. 
 
The Lord is the one who makes our future sure.  He is the one in whom we trust as we 
make our way into 2022. Who knows what he will open up for us in this coming year. 
 
A member of a church I told the story of God opening up a surprising path for him.  He 
worked in a government communication company and they wanted him to take further 
training so he could move forward in the company.  At the same time he was being 
asked to be a youth elder in his church.  The busyness of his young family would not 
allow him to do both.  But after much prayer and thought, he decided to take the youth 



elder position and pass on the further training.  It was a big risk for his career, because if 
you don’t take these opportunities, your career stops at that level. Years later, he put 
his name up for another position in the company.  He wasn’t really qualified for it, and 
the person he was up against was the stronger candidate.  But he got the job anyway.  
He asked his new boss why he got the job.  He said that the position involved mentoring 
new workers and they liked that he had experience working with youth so they took a 
chance on him. He really enjoyed this new position and thrived in it.  
 
So you never know where God leads.  Only trust that where he calls you to follow he will 
open up a way for you to thrive.  God knows what he is doing when he asks us to trust 
him.  He is the one who holds the time in his hands.  He works everything out according 
to his purpose. 
 
As the late Carl Tuyl wrote in the Banner years ago: 
 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, whatever the circumstances of your life, be 
assured that the Lord bids you to move on.  Simply that: move on.  As you take 
the first step…and add the second step and the third, you will find that God’s 
commandment is not unreasonable.  And even though you walk through the 
shadow of death, his rod and his staff will be there for you to lean on 
 Carl Tuyl, When the New Year Looks Uncertain 

 
Move on: follow where he leads, even when it may look strange to us.   
 
Where is the Lord leading these people?  To the Promised Land.  To a new kind of living 
where God is at the centre of everything, where his law is taught and lived, where 
blessing abounds.  It’s not a place of scarcity like Egypt was.  It’s a place of abundance.  
It’s a place of living by faith in a God who is faithful. 
 
God has a mission for these people.  They are to be God’s people in the world.  They are 
called out of Egypt to show the world who God is.  They will be God’s demonstration 
plot, showing what kind of blessing can be had through his powerful name.  They are 
called to declare his glory and proclaim his good news.  As they live before God’s face, 
God will bless them to be a blessing to the world.   
 
All that starts with trust.  Do you trust this God to do what he says?  Do you trust this 
God to bless you?  Will you move on? 
 
As a congregation we also have a mission in the world.  We are still called to be God’s 
people who declare his glory and proclaim his good news.  As we live out the teachings 
of Jesus, we bring blessing to our world.  As we live out the grace that we’ve received, 
we reveal that God is the God of grace, hope, and love. 
 



And likewise, it starts with trust.  Will we trust in this God where he leads us?  Will we 
be his faithful followers even when we are asked to step out of our comfortable pews 
and serve our community? 
 
Trust in the Lord is still something that comes unnaturally to us.  Our sinful habit is to try 
to make our futures secure by our own efforts.  But what the Israelites show us is that 
we need to stop resisting the Lord's commands.  Where he calls us to go, we go, where 
he leads, we follow.  For by following this great shepherd of the sheep we find green 
pastures and our cups are filled to overflowing.   
 
In our own sights, 2022 may look frightening.  But with God to lead us, 2022 is once 
again going to be the Year of our Lord.  Our future as certain as the promises of God.  He 
has a mission to accomplish through us. 
 
And yes, we will move on. 
 
AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 


