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Whatever You Do… 
 
Dear Friends of God, 
* 
Our passage this morning teaches us that no matter which career we pursue, our daily 
workplace is a place where we follow Jesus.   
 
Paul says,  
* 

Whatever you do. 
 
We are all busy doing something.  Christians go to the office, factory, work site, desk, lab, 
cubicle, work table, cash register, smartboard, tractor, lecture hall, driver’s seat, trading floor, 
play room, or wherever it is that we work.  Most of us most do paid work, some not.   
 
Just think about the person beside you or down your pew who works a regular job for pay.  
That person is spending about two-thirds of her waking time at work for most of her life.  That’s 
a lot of time, second only to sleeping.  And her work is often hard, stressful, and demanding.  
Our workplaces change so often, more than ever before.  During this pandemic, so many of us 
had to pivot, adapt, work from home, learn new technology and live half our lives on Zoom 
calls. That affects our productivity, our stress and fatigue levels, our health.  Even before COVID 
technology has never moved so fast.  If my grandfather would walk on his farm today, he would 
barely recognize what was going on.  Farmers now use GPS, artificial intelligence, drones, 
analytics, connected sensors, and so many different technologies to increase yields, improve 
efficiency, build sustainability and enhance resilience in crop cultivation and animal husbandry.  
What used to take 100 hours to produce from the farm now takes just two hours.  But those 
two hours are complex and use computers and finely tuned technology.  We work hard!   
 
“Whatever you do”.  Our work may be more complex than in Bible times, but we still work.  You 
still do something.  You may do it for pay or as a volunteer, you may do it for a little while or a 
long time, you may have to be somewhere at a certain time or you may set your own hours, but 
it’s still something you do.  You still use your gifts and your interests to accomplish important 
work in the community. 
 
“Whatever you do.”  Nothing you do is unimportant.  It matters to God and to all of us.     
 
Moving on in the passage, we notice that we are called to be Christians while doing whatever it 
is we do. 
* 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for people, 
 



That reframes everything.   
 
It’s more than just working with passion.  That’s a good interpretation of this passage.  Work 
with passion, work with all the energy you can muster, never give up.  Sounds like a good 
passage for the Olympian athletes we’re all watching these days.  Give it all you’ve got, leave 
everything on the ice.  Christians should be good workers. 
 
Yet, there’s more to this teaching.  It is a call to work with integrity.   
 
When you believe in Jesus, the Spirit of God comes and lives with you.  He gives you a new 
heart, one that is eager to live as God intends, one that wants to please God, one that is wholly 
ready from now on to live for Christ. 
 
When you work you take your whole heart with you.  You can’t just sever off a piece of your 
heart.  You can’t divide your heart between God and the rest of your life.  You can’t say, well 
church is church and business is business; I’ll be one way in church and another way at work.  
You go to work with all your heart not just some of your heart.  Your heart now includes your 
faith, your victory in Christ, your desire to please God, your new insights from the Spirit of God.  
You cannot help but take Jesus to work with you.  Christians are people of integrity. 
 
Last week, talk show host Stephen Colbert opened up about his Christian faith with Dua Lipa on 
"The Late Show".  As the two chatted about the pop star's recently launched online newsletter 
and podcast, Colbert asked her if she would like to interview him. After a moment of reflection, 
Lipa asked Colbert about the relationship between his faith and his work as a comedian. 
* 

“I think something that your viewers really connect with in your comedy and your 
hosting skills, especially in the past few years, is how open and honest and authentic 
you are about the role your faith plays in your life.  (Do) your faith and your comedy 
ever overlap, and does one ever win out?” Dua Lipa to Stephen Colbert. 

 
Colbert, who identifies as Christian and Roman Catholic, joked about hoping that when he gets 
to heaven that Jesus has a sense of humour.  But he went on to elaborate on the core principles 
of his faith and the spiritual dimension his work in humor can have. He said  
* 

My faith is connected to the idea of love and sacrifice being somehow related and giving 
yourself to other people and that death is not defeat…So, if there’s some relationship 
between my faith and my comedy, it’s that no matter what happens, you are never 
defeated. You must understand and see this in the light of eternity and find some way to 
love and laugh with each other."     Stephen Colbert 

 
It was an authentic expression of how he integrates his faith into his work.  It flows out of who 
he is in Christ.   
* 



Every day at our work we have opportunities to work with all our heart, to integrate our faith.  
Our choice of work flows out of our faith.  The way we show up at work and do our work flows 
out of our faith.  The way we interact with coworkers, bosses, customers—all of whom can be 
both wonderful as well as petty and mean--all are deeply connected to our Christian faith. 
  
We bring all of who we are to our jobs, working with all our heart.  It’s what’s in your heart that 
keeps you strong in the face of the many temptations and ethical situations you find at work.  
My heart is my identity.  And my identity is not first of all a worker.  My identity is first of all as a 
follower of Jesus.  I take that identity wherever I go.  I can’t check my faith at the door.  I have 
to see work as a way of service to Christ.  My workplace is important to him, and the things I do 
there matter to him. 
 
What we do matters to God and how we do it matters to him as well.  There is no place we can 
go where we don’t take our faith with us and where our faith does not affect our actions.  We 
are always followers of Jesus in our daily tasks.  You are not where you are by chance.  You 
didn't just happen to find yourself in your position.  God placed you there.  And your work is 
part of your service to God. 
 
We are always called to please God in our work.   
 
As Tim Keller points out in one of his sermons, pleasing God is different than appeasing God.  
When you appease God, you do things in order for God to accept you, to forgive you, to bless 
you.  It’s interesting that Paul mentions a reward:  
* 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for people, 
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 

 
It’s possible to read this as meaning: if I work with all my heart, as working for the Lord, God 
will reward me with something awesome.  If I appease him, if I do things right, if I witness on 
the job and be honest and do all those things Jesus says, maybe he’ll reward me with 
something.  Maybe with wealth and health.  It’s possible to think that work is a way for us to 
somehow get God to look favourably on us and shower us with all kinds of good things. 
 
But that’s not the meaning of this passage.  God has already promised us an inheritance.  We 
have that promise already through faith in Jesus Christ.  The way we read this passage is this 
way: since you will receive an inheritance from the Lord, you are called to do your work as to 
the Lord.  Since you are receiving an inheritance that can neither spoil nor perish, kept in 
heaven for you in Christ, you can go to work as an act of service.   
 
That means the we do our work is a way of showing gratitude for all that God has done for us in 
Christ.  The workplace is where we show the fruits of gratitude, which consists of obedience to 
God’s word.  We do our work to please the God who has saved us.  We do our work as a way of 
saying thank you for the gifts he has given us in Christ, for that inheritance that we have waiting 
for us. 



 
Last year, our congregation was asked this question: 
* 

Work does not always mean employment, so how do you describe your current work 
and what does it mean for you to do that work to the glory of God? 

 
One teacher in our congregation wrote this: 
* 

I am an educator who seeks to honour each child in my class, letting them know they 
are seen and known as we learn about the wonders of God’s world together. I 
endeavour to connect new learning with the students’ daily life and inspire curiousity. I 
work part-time so I can pour into my family and community.  Glorifying God with my pay 
cheque means living beneath my means so that there is more to share with missions 
and ministries.  - Anonymous 

 
A young mom who gave up a job she loved and was proud of to take care of her children had to 
change her idea of meaningful work.  She now sees the menial tasks of cooking, cleaning and 
caring for kids as her calling in life; a calling she will pursue with delight. It’s not always easy, 
but she says,  
* 

There are times when I want to give up and wallow in self-pity but then I remember 
(and this sounds corny) “Do it all to the best of your ability.  Do it for Jesus”.  That 
mantra has helped me greatly in the daily grind.  Still working on delighting in laundry 
though…    – a young mom 

 
No matter where we work, we can give glory to God. 
 
Paul caps off our text by saying: 
* 

It is the Lord Christ you are serving 
 
Jesus once said we see him in the face of the hungry, the thirsty, the imprisoned, the poorly 
clothed.  Here we see that even in our work we can have a sense that we are serving Christ.   
 
That changes things for us.  We see our work as service to Christ.  We see opportunities to 
serve our bosses and coworkers as opportunities to serve Christ.  We see ethical dilemmas as 
opportunities to put our wisdom into practice.  We see our temptations as opportunities to live 
in the victory of Christ.  We face our tasks with a sense of “what is God inviting me into today?”  
How can I live out my gratitude and put into practice the truths I am learning from God’s word?  
How can I please God in my work? 
 
Our workplace is an important place.  It’s where we spend fifty, sixty, seventy percent of our 
waking hours.  As Mark Greene points out, it’s also  
* 



The one place where Christian and non-Christian have to meet. The one place where the 
playing field is even, where Christian and non-Christian are subject to the same 
corporate culture, the same pressures, may have the same boss... the one place where 
the non-Christian can actually see the difference that Christ can make to a life - not for a 
couple of hours over dinner but for twenty, thirty, forty, fifty hours a week over a couple 
of years.     Supporting Christians At Work, Mark Greene 

 
What will your co-workers see in you?  Our passage is calling us to work in such a way that they 
will see a living servant of Christ. They will see someone who lives out of positive social virtues 
growing within.  They will see someone who is flawed and broken, yet hopeful and growing.  
They will see a life of gratitude being lived out from 9-5.  Your life will speak more than your 
words ever do. 
* 
Whatever you do, wherever vocation you pursue, work at it with all your heart as to the Lord.  
The mission of Christ includes our daily tasks.  As we follow him, may we do so with integrity, 
skill and to the glory of God. 
 
AMEN 
 


