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God doesn’t call prophets to speak to God’s people when things are okay. When they’re going well. 

God calls prophets to speak to God’s people when things are going south. When the covenant 
relationship between God and his people is rocky. In trouble.


Micah is a prophet around the same time as Isaiah, his more well-known prophetic colleague, and 
Hosea, another minor prophet who gets his own book in Scripture too. Each prophet is 
commissioned to call God’s people back to right relationship, back to living according to the 
promises they made to obey and live according to God’s will for them.


But each prophet has a bit of a different approach. 


Isaiah goes cosmic and big with his visions of many-eyed seraphim and burning coals, light blazing 
in the darkness, and lions and lambs laying down with one another. If we had to choose a genre for 
Isaiah, he’d be more sci-fi. 


Hosea goes personal and intimate. God tells him to marry a woman named Gomer. A well-known 
sex worker who will break Hosea’s heart again and again with each act of her unfaithfulness. Just 
like God’s people were doing to the Lord. Hosea’s genre would definitely be a prestige drama where 
no one is happy or smiles. 


And then there’s Micah. 


Micah finds himself in the middle of a courtroom drama.  

When the word of the Lord comes to Micah, it’s as the voice of a witness ready to testify against 
God’s covenant people: 


Hear, you peoples, all of you,  
listen, earth and all who live in it,  
that the Sovereign Lord may bear witness against you,  
the Lord from his holy temple.  

Micah is called to be the prosecuting attorney building an airtight case against God’s people. And 
they make his job a little too easy. He focuses his case on the leaders: the priests and prophets, the 
judges and officials. 


Just a cursory read of the first few chapters of Micah, presents a litany of their crimes, their sins: 
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The leaders “covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them”  
“They defraud people of their homes and they rob them of their inheritance” 
They “tear the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones;  
          [they] eat my people’s flesh, strip off their skin,  
          and break their bones in pieces….[and] chop them up like meat for the pan”  
“You rulers of Israel, who despise justice and distort all that is right”  
“Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for 
money.” 
They should “embrace justice” but instead they “hate the good and love evil” 

The leaders of God’s people are making themselves rich on the backs of the poor and vulnerable. 
They take advantage of those they should protect and serve. And the worst of it all is that as the 
leaders and priests and prophets of God’s people do all this, they still think they’re doing the Lord’s 
work: 


Yet they look for the Lord’s support and say,  
‘Is not the Lord among us?  
No disaster will come upon us.’ 

They go through the motions of worship and praise and sacrifice as if it doesn’t matter how they live 
their lives as long as they tithe enough and show up to Temple regularly. As if they can worship a 
God of justice even as they act so unjustly in every other area of their lives. 


Here in Chapter 6, we come to the climatic scene of a courtroom drama.  

Micah calls on the mountains and the very foundations of the earth to act a judge and jury to Lord’s 
case against his people: 


Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusation;  
listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.  
For the Lord has a case against his people,  
he is lodging a charge against Israel.  

Micah calls the star witness. God takes the stand against his people. Bearing witness to how God 
has kept his side of the covenant. Kept his promises. Protected them. Blessed them. Saved them. 
Over and over again. God has not broken covenant with them, but they most certainly have. 


And with tensions high and the courtroom deadly silent after such a witness, the obviously guilty 
defendant takes the witness stand for a brutal cross-examination by the steely prosecuting attorney 
pacing in front of the jury box. 


At first it appears, in response to God’s testimony, that the leaders are truly contrite: 


With what shall I come before the Lord 
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and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  
with calves a year old?  

It sounds like they want to make this right, to confess their sins and seek forgiveness, right? But 
then they continue…


Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,  
with ten thousand rivers of olive oil?  
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgressions?  
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  

The psalms tell us that a “humble and contrite spirit, God will not despise” but this doesn’t sound 
humble or contrite. In fact it sounds more than a little sarcastic and snarky. The people aren’t 
confessing, they’re looking for way out and they go on the attack: 


Sure we may be guilty, but God is simply too hard to please. Not even a thousand 
rams or ten thousand rivers of olive oil could satisfy him. Come on! What are we 
supposed to do here? 

And even though they know God hates child sacrifice, they wonder aloud if maybe that’s actually 
what God wants from them. Maybe that’ll be enough. 


The people refuse to confess their sins and seek forgiveness.  
And so the people refuse to mend their relationship with God.  

Now, we might be tempted to shake our heads at these arrogant and disobedient people of God: 
“How could they?! We would never…”


But how easily do we confess our own sins?  
How quick are we to be honest with ourselves and God  

about how we fall short of the God we worship?  

We do practice confession here in worship on a regular basis. We just did confess our sins earlier 
with a focus on the ten commandments and our pleas for the Lord to have mercy on us. And in an 
age of the church where confession of sin is too often dropped completely from the worshipping life 
of a congregation, it matters that we retain it, that we practice it, that we include confession in our 
worshipping life here at CCRC. 


In fact there’s been rumbling here that we don’t practice it as often as we should. And for some 
that’s evidence that as a congregation we’re getting a little too soft on sin. I’ll be honest with you, 
usually when we want more confession of sin, it’s because we want other people’s sins confessed 
and named. Not usually our own. 
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We can be horrified that God’s people here in Micah 6 propose child sacrifice to appease an angry 
God, but we toss people on the altar of sacrifice as a way to deflect attention from our own sins all 
the time. Sure, we’ve sinned, but look at them, God! They’re sinning way worse. And we point our 
fingers at whatever sin we think is big enough to make ours look a little smaller by comparison. 


And while we may not come across as sarcastic and snarky as God’s people here in Micah 6, our 
resistance to confession can still come from the same place, the same deeply rooted fear: 


That our God is just too hard to please.  
And we’ll never be able to do enough to mend our relationship.  

So we had better litigate every single sin - we deflect, we justify, we finger point, we blame, we 
excuse and we deny - all in order to try to keep the guilt from sticking. 


The temptation is to reduce our confession and God’s forgiveness into a transactional 
arrangement.  

That’s what the leaders of Israel were doing - how much is it gonna cost us, God? Ten thousand 
rams? Rivers of olive oil?  How much do you want from us in return for your forgiveness? 


But God never looks at our covenantal relationship in that way.  

It is never transactional for our Covenanting God. It it always relational. Grounded in love and not 
payment. 


We know that Micah has a thick file of evidence of their sins. Of their failings. The prophet did his job 
well. The case is airtight and well-documented. But when the Sovereign Lord takes the witness 
stand and testifies, he speaks words of longing more than the harsh judgement we’d expect. 


My people, what have I done to you?  
How have I burdened you? Answer me.  

God uses short hand to remind his people of key moments in their life together. Like when friends 
only need to speak one word and they both know exactly what they’re talking about even though no 
one else does. 


Remember how I brought you up out of Egypt and slavery.  
Remember how I sent Moses and Aaron and Miriam to lead you.  
Remember how I blessed you through Balaam when Balak only wanted to curse you.  
Remember your journey across the Jordan with Joshua and into the promised land.  
Remember our story.  
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Instead of bluster and anger, God reminds his people who they are and who he is and who they are 
together. He reminds them of the covenant by reminding them of their story. Of their relationship. Of 
all that they have been through together. 


Into the silence of the courtroom, as the very mountains and foundations of the earth sit in the jury 
box ready to render their judgement, Micah speaks to God’s people: 


He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  
And what does the Lord require of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  

What does the Lord require of you? Not rivers of olive oil or mountains of dead sacrifices. Not 
payment or bribery. No. Friendship. Relationship. Throughout Scripture, walking with God is a short 
hand for friendship with God. Not following behind like a slave or servant, but walking with God as a 
friend and partner. 


And here Micah reminds God’s people then and now that the only thing required of us is to live our 
lives at the intersection of justice and mercy just as God has done for his people over and over 
again. And to be honest with ourselves and with God when we fail. Because that’s what friends do. 
That’s what relationships are built on and grow from. 


In worship, we are called to confess our sins. Not to grovel. Not to point fingers at others or 
accuse others to save ourselves. Not to deflect or deny. Not to pacify or bribe God into 
forgiveness.  

We can confess our sins - with honesty and trust and humility - because we remember the gospel 
story of who God is and who God is for us. 

Because we remember and believe the lengths God has gone to in order to save us, to rescue us, to 
be with us. 

Because we remember and are shaped by the cross of Christ - where God showed us, mortals that 
we are, the costly intersection of justice and mercy all so we might be called friends of God. 


We confess our sins because we need to hear those precious words of forgiveness that come 
to us because of what God has done, not us.  

Those precious words of grace and loving-kindness and mercy that remind us we will never be able 
to mend what’s broken, but that God can mend far more than we know. 


Hear these precious words of assurance from the prophet Micah, as he ends his prophetic words to 
God’s people and brings his courtroom drama to a close: 


Who is a God like you,  
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of your people?  
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You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.  
You will again have compassion on us,  
you will tread our sins underfoot 
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.  
You will be faithful to Jacob, and show love to Abraham,  
as you pledged an oath to our ancestors in days long ago.  

Thanks to be to God.
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