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COMMUNITIES/SMALL GROUPS  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

MISSIONS/LORD’S PRAYER 
NOVEMBER 3, 2019   

Welcome to another Sunday set aside to allow Communities and or small groups to meet.  It is, of 
course, entirely up to each Community what will happen throughout this year, but it is hoped that 
opportunities given will be used and that energies will go to fulfill all four purposes of Communities:  
fellowship, pastoral care, discipleship and mission.  Prior to the beginning of Advent there are but 3 
designated Sundays left for Communities and small groups to meet, including today (November 3), 
November 17 and December 1.   

This guide begins with a left over question about missions – the question that Communities have been 
asked to ponder and dream about as you began meeting together.  If you have not given it much 
thought perhaps this is the time to do so.  For the question on missions please look at number III below 
– “A mindset on missions and a question.”  If this has already been completed there is another option 
given, namely questions about prayer based on the sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer. 

While the sermons provide some back ground information and help to inform the conversation, one 
does not necessarily have to listen to the sermons in order to participate in the small groups.  Without a 
worked out guide on the theme of prayer at this point, the sermon listening guides can be used as a way 
to get at the theme.  Such guides are found at the Information Centre.  Leading a group will take some 
work and creativity on the part of the group leaders… 

(Note: sermons can be accessed online at ccrc.on.ca/sermons) 

I. Beginning Your Time Together (If needed, please refer to the material prepared for September 22, 
2019 for suggestions as to how you might want to begin your time together.) 

 
II. Some questions/matters to think about and discuss together as you meet as a Community.  

(Please refer to the material prepared for September 22, 2019 for the kinds of questions that you 
perhaps ought to be asking as you involve yourself in your Community.  Take a question per meeting 
time either in your small group or when you gather for a larger Community event.  Even if you are 
eating you can write the question on a paper and put it on the table to allow for discussion.) 

 
III. Discussion Guide: A Mindset on Missions and a question.  (Some of you started to address this 

question a number of weeks ago, but perhaps that was but a start.  What are people thinking 
now?) 
To get to the background of this question, please refer to the material prepared for September 22 or 
October 6 as found on the church website – ccrc.on.ca/communities.  The question is:  
 
If God were to fulfill our church’s mission statement, what would that look like?  What indicators 
would we use to know that our statement is being fulfilled?   
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Note:  The idea is that the Communities or small groups spend time brain-storming, dreaming, 
pondering on the question raised and that the answers or thoughts be written down and 
submitted to the elders to add to the information to be discussed at the November 23 full council 
meeting which will address the future of CCRC.  There is a sheet attached (page 3) to allow for 
some notes.  

 
IV. The Lord’s Prayer – Our study of the prayer is based on the teaching of the Heidelberg Catechism 

(Lord’s Days 45-52).  When studying prayer, it is helpful to have a copy of the Catechism on hand.  
1. When listening to the sermons, what has struck you so far about the Lord’s Prayer? 
2. What is prayer?  Does prayer make a difference?  Come up with some Biblical examples? 
3. Do you feel like you know how to pray when you pray? 
4. The irony is that this prayer is given by Jesus in the context of telling his disciples not to pray 

with “vain repetition”, yet for many the Lord’s Prayer has become a vain repetition. Whether 
you recite these words or not, do you find yourself praying the same thing repeatedly and, when 
you really think about it, you didn’t really mean or know what you were saying? How can you 
avoid doing this in the future? 

5. What sorts of approaches to prayer do you use in your personal life, or your family life? 
6. Why begin the prayer with “Our Father”? 
7. What does it mean to “hallow” the Father’s name?  How many names for God can you come up 

with from Scripture?  List them. 
8. What are we saying when we pray “Your Kingdom come, your will be done”?   
9. When you pray for God’s will to be done in the world and in your life do you really mean it? 

What does it look like for God’s will to be done in your life? 
10. What does it mean to pray for “our daily bread?” Sustenance only for the day requires great 

trust in God.  How has our current cultural understanding of wealth building and retirement 
funds (which are wise choices) changed how we pray and trust in God?  

11. What does it mean to fully trust in God for all things?  How difficult is it to trust fully in God? 
12. How might a strong confidence in the provision of God for the things that you need change the 

way that you pray? 
13. What does it mean to “forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors”?  This is the only phrase of 

the prayer that Jesus directly explains (see Matthew 6:13). What is the relationship between our 
forgiveness of others and God’s forgiveness of us? Does this link frighten or comfort you? What 
does it mean to forgive?   

14. Read Matthew 18: 21-35.  Why does the parable and the Lord’s Prayer make our continuing 
experience of forgiveness by God to be based on our own forgiving of other people? Does this 
contradict the ‘free grace’ of God and the fact that we are forgiven because of Jesus’s death on 
the Cross? 

15. What things do you find hard to forgive? 
 

V. Prayer: As you close out your time together, take some time to pray the petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer in such a way that they are meaningful and reflect the discussion time you had together.  
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“Growing in Relationship with God, each other and our community” 

If our church’s mission statement were fulfilled: 

What would that look like and how would we know? 
Please list your ideas for each 
of the community purposes 

What does fulfilling our mission 
look like? 

By what measures would we 
know it was fulfilled?  

Fellowship: With God, Each 
Other And Our Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Pastoral Care: With God, Each 
Other And Our Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Discipleship: With God, Each 
Other And Our Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mission: With God, Each Other 
And Our Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Use additional sheets if necessary. Please label them clearly. 


