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Sermon Purpose: to demonstrate the importance of baptism. 

Theological Proposition: Baptism is the one-time initiating practice of identifying with Christ 
and His church. 

Homiletical Proposition: Be baptized. 

Outline: 

I. Mode 

II. Meaning 

III. Timing 

IV. Related questions 

Life Response and Group Discussion Questions: 

1. Share your reactions (and questions) concerning this message. 

2. How has this message challenged your thinking and belief about baptism? 

3. What is the link between baptism and church? 

4. Does baptism “save” people? Explain. 

5. Have you trusted Christ? Have you been baptized? Why or why not? 
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INTRODUCTION  

Photography…  

 Pictures represent. 

 Pictures remind. 

  

God has given us 2 tangible pictures.  

 To represent and remind us: THE GOSPEL (these pictures represent a REALITY; they are 
not just a religious rite) 

Today, we launch into 2 weeks of teaching in areas where there is much background/
practice but little unity! We will discuss baptism and communion.  

Here’s the challenge for us as elders/leaders and for me as a preacher… we are an 
independent, non-denominational church… We have a many-varied background among us – 
Baptist, catholic, church of Christ, Presbyterian, non-denom, etc.  

Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

Context (circle key words) is the eleven’s 1) worship, and 2) doubt (v.17), and Jesus’ 
authority (v.18) 

I. Mode 

Baptism is a picture of the Gospel. 

Jordan River - Matthew 3:16, Jesus “went up from the water” 

Acts 8:38 - Philip and the eunuch, “went down into the water” 

This pattern is not “sprinkling” but going down into the water. It is immersion (dunking). 
Immersion pictures being buried and raised with Christ (Romans 6). 

Illustration: a burning house… you want to grab the pictures (they are irreplaceable).  



II. Meaning 

Baptism is a profession of identity. 

a. With Christ 

Profession of faith – in the early church, baptismal candidates would recite creeds before they 
were baptized (apostles’ creed, etc.). 

Jesus himself identified with the teaching/preaching of John the Baptist by being baptized 
(Matt 3:16).  

Illustration: like a wedding ring, or team jersey. It identifies someone. My wedding ring says, 
“I belong to Elizabeth.” Baptism says, “I belong to Jesus.”  

b. With the church 

It is “going public” with your faith in Christ. 

It brings persecution in many places/instances: Ex: India, middle east. 

*Does baptism “save” you? No! But...  

1) The NT doesn’t know anything of an unbaptized believer. (exception: thief on the 
cross) 

2) The NT doesn’t know anything of an unchurched believer. (It is assumed.) 

Just because you’re the victim of divorce doesn’t mean the institution should be abandoned! 
The church is God’s instrument/institution.  

Baptism and communion are “church things.”  

Historic Confessions state the association between baptism with church membership:  

New Hampshire Baptist Confession (1833) 

14. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper 

We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer, into the name of the 
Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth, in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in 
the crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, with its effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new 
life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a Church relation; and to the Lord's Supper, in 



which the members of the Church, by the sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate 
together the dying love of Christ; preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Westminster Confession of Faith (1646) – Presbyterian 

Chapter XXVIII, Of Baptism 
I. Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the 
solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church; but also to be unto him a 
sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ… 

Belgic Confession (1561) – Christian Reformed Church  

Article 34: The Sacrament of Baptism 
…Having abolished circumcision, which was done with blood, Christ established in its place 
the sacrament of baptism. By it we are received into God’s church and set apart from all 
other people and alien religions, that we may wholly belong to him whose mark and sign 
we bear. 

*Though intentions are usually good, a baptism apart from the church community is 
historically unprecedented. We don’t want to criticize others baptisms but we do want to 
grow in understanding of the meaning and nature of these practices. It is a totally new, non-
historic, and mostly American idea that you can just go do this with your buddies at the lake!  

Baptism and communion have traditionally been ordinances and practiced of the gathered 
local church. 

More clarity…  

Acts 2:37-42 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…  

 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who 1) received his word 
2) were baptized, and there 3) were added that day about three thousand souls.  

42 And they 4) devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.  

Peter puts faith and baptism together in verse 38.  

The pattern/order here is important also. They received the Gospel, then were baptized, 
then added to the church, then they devoted themselves to Christian practices. Most 
commentators believe “breaking of bread” (v.42) means the communion celebration.  

Thus, the pattern is: faith > baptism > communion.   

http://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/confessions/belgic-confession#3484


Southern Baptists (and many others) have observed this pattern/order:  

Baptists have traditionally thought that baptism is “a prerequisite to other rights and 
responsibilities in the church, including the Lord’s Supper” (The Baptist Faith and Message, 2007, 
97). 

III. Timing (& order) 

Baptism is the initial step of a committed believer.   

Matthew 28:19-20 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. 

Jesus places baptism and teaching together as the parallel fundamentals of making disciples.  

*Consistency: You would never say a new believer doesn’t need to be taught. You should never 
say a new believer doesn’t need to be baptized (and placed in a church family for care, 
growth, and protection).  

Common objection: 

“I’m not ready.”  

Remember the context originally: worship, doubt, and authority (Mt 28:16-20) 

Ready for what? Baptism is not something to be done “when you’ve arrived spiritually.” We 
are never where we want to be spiritually. It’s about obedience and profession of faith. If you 
want to follow Christ, you should be baptized. It may be the work of the enemy to say, 
“You’re not ready/qualified.” 

If you are married, wear your ring. If you belong to Jesus, be baptized!  

IV. Related Questions: 

a. Age of kids for baptism? 

At CC, we take this on a case by case basis. Jesus honored child-like faith and 
nevertheless there does need to be evidence of faith in Christ, and an understanding 



of the Gospel. We do not set a “minimum age” across the board. We walk through this 
together with parents, prayerfully and with discernment.  

b. Re-baptism after infant baptism?  

“I was baptized as an infant. Should I be immersed now?” It depends. Different 
denominations have varied understandings of infant baptism. In Roman Catholicism, it 
is often associated with removal of original sin (an unbiblical idea), but this is not the 
understanding in other traditions like Presbyterianism and Anglicanism. We do not 
require immersion for membership at CC (though we encourage it if one has not been 
baptized). In honor of our brothers and sisters who have a biblical convictions 
concerning infant baptism, we welcome them, but will continue to teach believer’s 
baptism by immersion. Some who were baptized as infants may choose to be re-
baptized. Others may not.  

c. Should I take communion? 

As stated above, it is my understanding that the biblical and historical pattern (nearly 
universal) is that baptism typically precedes the celebration of communion. I don’t 
think that it is sinful if the order is reversed, but it is not in accordance with the 
normative biblical and historical patterns.  

This message, and series, is an effort to better educate ourselves on these topics and 
elevate their importance in the life of our church family. We want to be as faithful as 
possible to the Bible and also understanding and respectful toward differing 
denominational traditions. We may not all agree on everything, but our aim should be 
similar: fidelity to the Scriptures and charity to one another.  

CONCLUSION: “A picture is worth a thousand words” especially when there is greater context 
and understanding.  

APPLICATION: 

1. Are you a Christian? 

2. Have you been baptized? If not, why not? 

3. What are you waiting for? 

4. Do something!  

Plea: Please, talk to me/us! “Honest questions deserve honest answers.”  

Invitation: Pictures point to the Reality itself… Come to the One who died and rose for 
you, the One who bled for you.


