DAY 2: ENCOUNTER AT THE RIVER
BIBLE STORY:
Encounter at the River (Matthew 3:1-17)
TODAY’S POINT:
Jesus is the Son of God.
CHRIST CONNECTION:
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God. When we trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord, He
forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
BIBLE VERSE:
But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God; and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
• Lay a brown blanket, bed sheet, or tablecloth flat on the floor. Get a blue
cover, sheet, or tablecloth and crumple it up into a circular pile in the middle of
the brown tablecloth.
• Explain that a watering hole is a place where animals gather to drink water.
• Share how some watering holes are ponds or lakes.
• Reshape the blue blanket, bed sheet, or tablecloth into a winding river on top
of the brown tablecloth.
• Say: “Today’s story takes place at a river. Let’s hear it now.”
TELL THE BIBLE STORY
• Open the Bible to Matthew 3.
• Stand oﬀ to the side of the blanket, bed sheet, or tablecloths to begin the
story.
• Step onto each blanket, bed sheet, or tablecloth as directed in the story.

ENCOUNTER AT THE RIVER
(Matthew 3:1-17)

(turn over)

God had a special job for John. God wanted John to tell people about Jesus,
even before they would see Jesus. God sent John to tell the people about
Jesus.
John wanted everyone to hear about Jesus. He went to the desert (stand on
the brown cloth) and began preaching. People from all over Judea came to listen
to him. As John taught about Jesus, the people were sorry for the wrong things
they had done. They wanted to do what God wanted them to do. They wanted
to please God.
John told the people, “Someone more powerful and greater than I will come.”
He wanted the people to understand that God had sent him to tell about Jesus.
One day, Jesus came to the river (stand on the blue cloth) where John was
teaching and baptizing people. “This is the One I told you about,” said John.
“This is Jesus. He is God’s Son.”
Jesus asked John to baptize Him. He told John, “You need to baptize Me
because that is what God wants you to do.” When Jesus came up out of the
water, the people heard God’s voice. God said, “This is My Son. I love Him, and I
am very pleased with Him.” What an amazing thing to hear that Jesus is God’s
Son!
REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
• Ask kids to point to the parts on their head that help them

-

see (eyes)
hear (ears)
speak (mouth)
learn (brain)

• Ask questions and lead kids to point to the answer:

-

What did John use to tell people about Jesus? (mouth)
What did the people use to listen to John? (ears)
What did the people use to see Jesus standing in the river? (eyes)
What did people use to learn that Jesus is God’s Son? (brain)

• Show “Bible Story Picture” and lead kids to point to people who are seeing,
listening, speaking, and learning.

