
Day 4: ENCOUNTER AT THE TOMB

BIBLE STORY:

Encounter at the tomb (John 20:1-18)

TODAY’S POINT:

Jesus rose from the dead.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. When we trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord, He 
forgives our sin and gives us eternal life. 

BIBLE VERSE:

But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY

• Invite kids to look around the room and find crayons.
• Guide kids to pick up the crayons and return to their seats. Ask kids to name 

each color they found.
• Say, “Today in our story I will show these same colors. As I tell the story, 

remember what your color represents.”

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Open the Bible to John 20 to tell the story.
• Hold up each crayon as indicated in the parentheses.

ENCOUNTER AT THE TOMB  (John 20: 1-18)
Early in the morning, Mary Magdalene walked toward a garden (green) 
feeling very sad. Her friend, Jesus, had died on a cross and had been 
buried for three days. Mary Magdalene was walking to the tomb where 
Jesus was buried.



When she got to the tomb, she saw that the big heavy stone (gray) had 
been rolled away from the opening. The tomb was empty! Mary ran to find 
Peter and John, two of Jesus’ disciples or helpers. “They have taken Jesus 
from the tomb,” Mary said. “I don’t know where they have put Him!”

Peter and John ran to the tomb. They looked inside. They saw pieces of 
cloth (tan) that had been wrapped around Jesus’ body. But Jesus was 
gone. Peter and John left but Mary Magdalene stood near the tomb. She 
was crying. Mary bent over to look inside the tomb again. She saw two 
angels (white) sitting where Jesus’ body had been.

“Why are you crying?” the angels asked. “Someone took Jesus away. I 
don’t know where He is,” Mary Magdalene said. Mary turned around and 
saw a man standing nearby. “Why are you crying? Who are you looking 
for?” He asked. Mary thought the man was the gardener. She said, “If 
you’ve taken Jesus away, please tell me where He is and I will go and get 
Him.”

“Mary,” the man said. Mary Magdalene knew the man’s voice. He was 
Jesus (purple). Jesus said, “Go and tell my disciples that you have seen 
Me.” Mary ran and found the disciples. She said, “I have seen Jesus! He is 
alive!”

REVIEW THE COLORS

• Scatter the crayons on the floor.
• Hold up one color and invite the kids with the same color 

to stand and recall what it represents in the story. 
• Green (garden)
• Gray (stone)
• Tan (cloths)
• White (angels)
• Purple (Jesus)

• Explain that purple was chosen for Jesus because it represents “royalty.” One 
of the names people sometimes use for Jesus is “King of kings.”

• Display “Bible Story Picture 4” and lead kids to recall events of the story.
• Lead kids to find any of the same crayons in the picture. 




