
 

 

 
Happy Retirement, Miss Jo Ann! 

On October 22nd, we honored 
Jo Ann Kaba. We celebrated her 
retirement with a joyous worship 
service, lunch from the Habit 
Truck, and lots of fun and games. 

 The day was marked by joy, 
laughs, music, song, dance, grand 

I’m just a handful of days away from retiring from the 
position of children’s ministry director that I have held here at 
CBC for 30 years. When you stay in one place for that long you 
get to see a lot of things grow and change. My greatest joy has 
been watching the kids here at CBC grow up, and then 
watching the faith of their parents become their own.  

I’ve grown (old, mostly…) and changed as well. Thank you 
for your words of affirmation, your prayers, your sense of 
humor, and most of all, your love, these many, many years. It 
has changed me forever.   Love, Jo Ann 

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures 
forever.”  I Chronicles 16:14 

A Word from Miss Jo Ann 
 

Upcoming SUNDAYS 

Christmas Program, Dec 17 
Join us as our Children’s Ministry , 
presents “Star of Wonder” .  

One Unity Service, Dec. 31  
There will be ONE service at 10 am 
as we close out the year together.  

Two Worship Services, Dec 24 
We will have our regular  9 & 11 am 
services the day before Christmas 

For updated information and to listen to 
sermons, go to www.cerritosbaptist.org 

www.cerritosbaptist.org 
 

Experiencing Grace, Growing in Love. 

 messenger 

Winter 2017 

Sunday Sermons:   
Exodus: The Story of God 
and His People  

Dec 10  Nick Tawa  
Dec 17  Erik Kakimoto 
 

costumes, good food, and 
grateful hearts – all elements of 
JoAnn’s leadership as our 
Children’s Ministries Director.   

We are so grateful that God 
has blessed CBC’s children with 
30 years of Jo Ann!   

JoAnn receives gifts from Board chairman Dexter Yuen. 
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On Saturday, November 11th, 75 women enjoyed 
a day of inspiration, friendship, and blessing.   

The highlight of the day included an inspiring and 
emotional message from Jill Akemi Rogers, who 
shared her story of medical crises. Jill spoke 
passionately about her dependence on Scripture, and 
the strength God gave her each day thru His Word.   

Kellie Ma said:  Thank you for organizing such a 
wonderful Women's Day Out. It was nice to have time 
to soak in God’s Word. This event was a blessing to me 
to be reminded of God’s presence, His everlasting 
love and to know He is our refuge in times of trouble. 

We also enjoyed rich times of worship; connecting 
with others through discussions and fun activities; 
delicious meals from Vox Kitchen and Belly Bombz; 
and our own Café with baristas from Solid Coffee 
Roasters.  A great day out for women of all ages!  

Women’s Day Out 

 

(Left)  Pam, 
Taison, and 
Eliana are 
dressed for 
fun at our 
Pumpkin 
Patch Party  
on Saturday 
October 28th.   

(Above, L to R)  Kendall, Kyler, and Parker pack a shoebox with gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child, which sends the boxes to children around 
the world.  This is the 20th year that our youth and grades 1-5 kids have 
teamed up to shop and pack! 

Children’s Ministries  
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Coming  
events  

KAIROS YOUTH  

Youth Service, January 7th 

Jon Tawa speaking 

Youth Retreat,  Feb 16-18 in 
Big Bear, at Thousand Pines 

Christian Camp  

CBC ACADEMY 
Wed, January 17 ,24, 31  

7:15 – 8:45 pm  

 

 

Engaging classes taught by 
Brandon Katagi and 

Shin Asami  
(others TBD).  

	CBC Staff   
  Erik Kakimoto  Brandon Katagi Donna Katagi Jon Tawa, Youth Director:  J.T. Hayashi, Intern 
  Senior Pastor  Associate Pastor  Executive Pastor   Evan Quitugua, Intern 
    Stephanie Luna, CM Director  Matthew Wada, Intern 
  Gary Tawa Steve Koshimizu  Nick Tawa  Tina Lorenz, CM Asst. Director   
  Pastor to the Seniors Administrator Young Adults Pastor JoAnn Kaba, CM Consultant  Bianca Tolentino, Intern 

Men’s Retreat 
By Matthew Wada 

The men’s retreat was held on 
September 22-24 in Big Bear.   It was 
such an awesome experience for me. 
The house we stayed at was one of 
the biggest and nicest houses I’ve 
ever seen. It definitely gave a great 
cozy first impression to all of us to 
start off our weekend.  

I really enjoyed the fellowship 
and small group time. It opened up a 
great opportunity to get to know the 
men of CBC on a personal level.  

On Saturday, we chose between 
going mountain biking or taking the 
ski lift up to hike. I personally chose 
mountain biking and I had a great 
time with the rest of the guys.  

I have to admit, it was pretty 
difficult and scary, but after a while 
we all got the hang of it. We had a 
great time screaming with joy and 
terror as we rode down the 
mountain.  

That night, Pastors Erik, Nick, 
and Brandon put on a tournament 
of a game of corn hole, and 
everyone had to play. It was my 
first time playing that game and 
we all had a ton of fun cheering 
each other on.  

Overall, I really enjoyed just 
that experience of getting to know 
everyone and being able to have a 
relaxing weekend.  



 

 

 

Our condolences and prayers are 
with: 

• John and Gayle Akamatsu, 
on the loss of Gayle’s mom, 
Tomi Watari,  on September 
2nd. 

• Grant and Cathy Arakaki, as 
they grieve the passing of 
Grant’s father, Richard 
Arakaki, on October 9th.  

Updates from the Church Family  

Our congratulations to these 
growing families:  

• Xavier and Luini Ornelas, as 
they welcome their daughter, 
Ezra Ximena, born on 
September 18th.  

• Waley and Sarah Tan (and 
big sister, Caitlyn) on the 
birth of their baby boy, 
Jeremy, on October 1st. 

Thank you for your support!  

 Your generous donations helped us raise $19,525, 
which provided clean water for 390 people in Africa.  
Congratulations to CBC’s 2017 Team World Vision for 
completing the Long Beach Half Marathon! 

Wishing you peace, love, hope, and  

   a Joyous & Merry Christmas! 


