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Celebrating Baptisms

Upcoming SUNDAYS

Sunday, September 20

Sunday Sermons:
Series: Yesterday & Today & Forever

In September, we
celebrated the grace
and love of Jesus in
the lives of seven
young people.

Nov. 29
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20

They shared their
testimonies during
lunch, and then we
gathered around a
pool set up on the
lawn to witness their
baptisms. It was a
joyful celebration!

Erik Kakimoto
Brandon Katagi
Donna Katagi
Erik Kakimoto

Christmas service Dec 20
Children’s performance, choir,
hula, and a Christmas message

Unity Service Dec 27
One service at 10 am.

Youth Service Jan 3
Welcome the new year with joy as
our youth lead the worship servce

(L-R) JT , Derek,
Kevin, Holly, Mika,
Emily, & Kimberly

For updated information and to listen to sermons,
please check the website, www.cerritosbaptist.org

Christmas Blessings!
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10)
On behalf of the entire CBC staff, I would like to wish you
all great joy and a Merry Christmas! We are all so grateful to
be a part of such an amazing church community. It is an
absolute privilege and joy to not only serve, but to walk

alongside each of you. You are truly a blessing, and a gift to
each one of us.
So as we enter the Christmas season, our hope and prayer
for all of you, is that you will experience more of God’s
goodness and grace. It’s why Jesus came, and it’s what He
wants for all of you!
-- Pastor Erik for the CBC Staff
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We Enjoy Fellowship, Fun, and Food!
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Under the leadership of Kevin Verzani, and with the culinary skills
of Brian Kaba, our first Men’s Fellowship Breakfast was held on
Saturday, Nov. 14th. Ranging in age from 25 to 80, about 25 CBC
men gathered to enjoy a delicious breakfast, fellowship, worship and
sharing. If you didn't make it out this time, another breakfast
fellowship is tentatively scheduled for January 2016.
Pictured: Brian, Mike, Erik, Tommy, and an abundance of bacon, sausage,
eggs – and there were pancakes too!

Trunk or Treat!
This past Halloween, small groups, families, and individuals
decorated their car trunks with Bible-themed games, and passed out
candy in the parking lot for Trunk or Treat. There was also a Gospelthemed skit presented by Bianca Tolentino, craft stations, a bounce
house on the lawn, and refreshments. It was a great time of
fellowship and fun for all. Thanks to all who came out and helped!
Pictured: Marie, Amber, Kellie, Paul & Karen, John, and their small group
enjoy hanging out between the cars.

We Appreciate You Who Serve
We appreciate all of you who volunteer to serve the church
family! On October 25th some of those who serve on Sunday
mornings were honored at a luncheon for: Ushers, Greeters,
Powerpoint, Sound, Prayer, Communion Set-up, Sanctuary Set-up,
Tithes & Offering Counters.
Pictured: Teri, Lily and Jim, Eddie, and John get ready for fun and
games.
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Jo Ann Kaba
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Growth in Our Youth Group
By JT Hayashi
Greetings from the Youth Group! Over the past nine
months, I’ve been so blessed by our youth, staff, and
parents as I’ve served in our Straightforward Youth Group.
You may not have heard, but there are many exciting
things going on the group, and we’d love to share them
with you and invite your prayers as we move through the
new school year.
This quarter (and into January), we’re going through a
series called “Stories.” Every Friday we’re taking a look at
stories from characters of the Old and New Testaments, and
examining how the gospel is expressed in their lives.
This series has also given several staff the chance to
share our testimonies of God’s work in our lives today. Later
on, we will challenge the youth to consider how God is
writing their stories—how each youth’s life is specific and
individual, yet also incorporated into His master plan.
This has also been a time of growth (in
numbers and depth) of our youth staff.
Brandon has identified a core team of
four leaders to train up and give us
greater responsibility in overseeing
the day-to-day decisions of ministry.

group is strong in discipleship, inclusion, empathy, and
care—a perfect mix to serve CBC’s adolescents in such a
formative time. Our recent Staff Retreat (pictured below)
was a great time of fellowship and of strategizing specific
ways to use our strengths to benefit the youth.
One other exciting change to the structure of Friday
nights will be an occasional “split fellowship,” with separate
games, lessons, and small group time for the high school
and junior high groups.
While we’ll still worship, learn, and fellowship together
on most nights, the staff has agreed that occasional split
nights will allow us to focus on lessons and activities
specially geared to these two populations.
Personally, I’m very excited for this change, as we’ll be
able to minister more effectively to our youth. Please pray
for all these upcoming and on-going developments!

We’re also focusing on developing
more youth staff as teachers, small
group leaders, and overseers for the
various parts of our Friday nights.
The staff recently took a strengths
inventory to find our talents and
abilities; I’m happy to report that this
STAFF UPDATE: JoAnn Kaba has not retired – as retirement approached, she began to feel God’s gentle nudge to
continue in ministry, that she wasn’t done yet. At the same time, God was filling Kacy Nagatoshi with a desire to be a
mom first, and do ministry second. We are blessed and happy to have JoAnn continue as Children’s Ministries
Director, and to have Kacy serve as Community Life Director, both part-time. Kacy’s gifts and abilities are invaluable
as she helps with children’s ministries, coordinates fellowship events, and supports the staff in various capacities.
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Updates from the Church Family
Our condolences and prayers are with:
•

•

•

•
•

JoAnn and Brian Kaba on the loss
of JoAnn’s sister, Caryn Fugami on
September 14th.
Joyce Tanaka and family on the
homegoing of her husband, Fred
Tanaka, on September 15th.
Miyoko, Rosie and the Tamanaha
family, on the passing of Henry
Tamanaha, on October 3rd.
Family of Hisao Urcia, who passed
away on Nov. 1st in Hawaii.
Fred and Bobbie Sato, on the loss
of Fred’s mother, Sally Sato, on
Nov. 12th.

Our congratulations to these growing
families:
•

Pam Lee and Taison Tran on the
birth of their first baby, daughter
Eliana Lee Tran on Sept. 27th.

•

Penny Young and Abel Yoshioka
(and Peighton and Jaxon) on the
birth of their son, Sylus Yoshioka,
on October 12th.

CBC ACADEMY returns!
January 13, 20, 27

We celebrate and rejoice with Laura
(Mayeda) and Jonathan Watanabe
who were married on August 17th.
Congratulations to the newlyweds!

Join us to grow
in understanding and applying
God’s Word to your life!

