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Upcoming SUNDAYS

A Walk Around the Block

Sunday Sermons:
Encounters with Jesus
Dec 4 Erik Kakimoto
Dec 11 Donna katagi

Christmas Program, Dec. 18
Join us for a Christmas celebration,
Jesus Means Christmas To Me.
Includes Children’s Ministry, Choir,
and Hula performances

ONE SERVICE at 10 AM on:
On October 2nd, Team CBC and
Children’s Ministry coordinated a
Walk Around the Block to help us
better understand the need for
clean water in Africa.
Thanks to all of you for
supporting their efforts, and for
helping to raise $26,898 for clean

water thru World Vision’s clean
water projects. Your generous
donations helped provide clean
water for 538 people in need.
And congratulations to all our
runners and walkers who
completed the Long Beach Half
Marathon the following week!

• Dec 25th, Christmas service
• Jan. 1st , Unity Service

Youth Service, Jan. 8

Celebrate and support our youth
as they use their gifts to serve!
For updated information and to listen to
sermons, please check the website,
www.cerritosbaptist.org

A Word from Pastor Donna
We have been talking about Encounters with Jesus in our
Sunday sermons, examining some lesser known encounters, and
the glory, the anger, the invitation, the love of Jesus.
Author Philip Yancey asks: “What would it have been like to
hang on the edges of the crowd? How would I have responded to this
man? Would I have invited him over for dinner? Turned away in
sadness? Betrayed him?” How might you have responded then?

But more importantly, how do we encounter Jesus today, here,
now? December is a good time to think about that, and to
encounter Jesus anew – to learn, seek, question, reflect, hope,
worship, and praise our Emmanuel, God with us.
This is such a busy season, but we can encounter Jesus in it.
Invite Him to be the sacred center and joyful focus of your Christmas
season. How might those encounters bless your holidays?
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Trunk or Treat: Fun for Kids of All Ages
What a fun evening!
Thanks to all those who
came out and helped,
providing car trunks,
dinner, and lots of
activities!
Pictured, top row:
Frozen’s Mika, Cianna and
Kayla; Lyndsey “Rey” and
Bethany “Robin”; Kaile and
Brayden with Miss JoAnn
and her incredibly creative
Whack-a-Jo.
Bottom row: Diane and
Amanda; Women’s small
group lions Donna, Rosie,
Ellen, and Carolyn.

Kids at Keiro
Our kids visited Keiro Nursing Home on October 30th and
showed off their Halloween costumes! And Matt showed off
his grandma!
Through song, body worship and a puppet show, our kids
brought the love of Jesus to the elderly residents at Keiro.

CBC Staff
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Erik Kakimoto
Senior Pastor

Brandon Katagi
Associate Pastor

Donna Katagi
Executive Pastor

JoAnn Kaba
Children’s Ministries Director

Nick Tawa
Young Adults Pastor

Gary Tawa
Pastor to the Seniors

Steve Koshimizu
Administrator

Kacy Nagatoshi
Community Life Director

Jon Tawa
Youth Director

Bianca Tolentino, Intern
Isabel Arechiga, Intern
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News from our Campus Intern

Amanda Shimoda
Amanda grew up at CBC and is the
daughter of Todd and Liz Shimoda. She
graduated from UC Santa Cruz (UCSC)
in June, and is now interning with
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship there.

Seniors
Ministry

You can support her financially, and
thru prayer for her and her ministry.

We started off the year by having
two retreats for the student leaders. At
the retreats, we taught them how to
reach out to students on campus using
posters to start conversations.
We took the students on a field trip
to a community college to practice.
Then during welcome week, we used
the posters to talk to freshmen about
what relationships they wanted to
make in college.
We ended welcome week by having
our first large group on campus with
around 70 students attending. At that
meeting, 6 students committed their
lives to Jesus for the first time; 16 other
students recommitted their lives to
Jesus.
Just seeing God work during the
start of this new year, made me excited
to see what else God would be doing in
the lives of students at UCSC!
Then in October, we had our Fall
Retreat (Immerse), with over 200
students from 7 colleges.
Our mission for Immerse was for
"every person and community to

experience God's reconciling love
in a deeper way."
Our hope was that students
would see how Jesus was a person
who cared about justice. We
wanted people to not just
reconcile their relationships with
God, but also their relationships
with people who are different from
them.
We challenged students to
break walls of hostility in their
hearts by bringing them up to
God. Through activities and
teaching, the students started on a
journey of reconciling broken
relationships, and seeing how God
is a God of justice.
I have currently raised 94% of
the funds I need to work as an
intern
for
InterVarsity
at
UCSC! Thank you so much for
supporting me, and pray that I will
be able to raise the last 6% of my
funds.

The Plan Your Memorial
Service workshop, held on
October 2nd and 9th, was a
lively and uplifting time.
Pastor Gary provided a
checklist of things to consider,
and interjected humor to
lighten up what could have
otherwise been a somber
time.
About 40 people came,
and hopefully all now have a
plan that they could leave
with their loved ones. One
attendee commented that she
was ready to make a plan but
not set a date!!
The workshop was closed
with a time of fellowship
which is a favorite with our
church: eating lunch!!
Coming soon: Retirement
Financial Planning Workshop in January (date not yet
determined). All seniors and
nearly- seniors are welcome
to attend.
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Updates from the Church Family
Our condolences and prayers are with:
•

Eric Sasaki, on the loss of his
mother, Harumi Sasaki, on
September 25th.

•

Annette and Kristi Aoki, on the
passing of mother and grandma,
Nancy Ideue, on September 27th.

Thanks to those who served in
planning and leading the Women’s
Retreat: Steph Suzuki, Bessie Yuen,
Eileen Nawa, Lyndsey Asami, Laura Ly,
Ellen Shimada, Marie Shibata, Denise
Ha, Janice Young, Stephanie Luna,
Tiffany Pang, Connie Gohata.

CBC’s Benevolence Fund is
designed to minister to the
financial needs of those in our
church family during a time of
hardship or crisis, assisting them
with finances for their basic needs.
In this season of gratitude for
God’s love and blessing, please
consider blessing others in our
church family, by giving to the
Benevolence Fund.
All the believers were together
and had everything in common.
They sold property and possessions
to give to anyone who had need.
(Acts 2:44-45)

Rich evenings in God’s Word!

CBC ACADEMY
Friday nights,
January 13, 20, 27
7:30 – 9:15 pm
Be blessed and transformed by the
renewing of your mind (Rom. 12:2)

