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Sermon Title: Our Values – Joyful Giving 
Date: March 17, 2019 
Preacher: Bart Box 
 
Joyful Giving: The gospel supplies both the motive and the method for all our giving. Regarding 
motive, we give because Christ gave first. Regarding method, we give in the way that Christ gave of 
Himself—cheerfully, generously, and sacrificially. We desire CFC to be a giving congregation, 
demonstrating the radically good news of Jesus by our stewardship of all that God has given.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1) Do you see giving as a privilege or as a burden? (8:1-7) 
a. [Q] When you hear an appeal to give, is your gut reaction one of gain or loss? 
b. [Q] What in your life would need to change in order for you to see giving as gain? 
c. Some questions that Bart asked us to think through: 

i. [Q] Do I have a Macedonian approach to giving? (8:3 – “they gave…beyond 
their means, of their own accord.” 

ii. [Q] Am I looking for things to give to? 
iii. [Q] Am I begging for the favor of taking part in giving? 
iv. [Q] Am I giving with joy or reluctance? 

 
2) Do you see giving as an important indicator of your heart? (8:8)  

a. [Q] How did the Dietrich Bonhoeffer and John Wesley quotes show you something 
about the status of your heart when it comes to giving? 

i. “Earthly goods are given to be used, not to be collected. In the wilderness God 
gave Israel the manna every day, and they had no need to worry about food and 
drink. Indeed, if they kept any of the manna over until the next day, it went bad. 
In the same way, the disciple must receive his portion from God every day. If he 
stores it up as a permanent possession, he spoils not only the gift, but himself as 
well, for he sets his heart on accumulated wealth, and makes it a barrier between 
himself and God. Where our treasure is, there is our trust, our security, our 
consolation and our God. Hoarding is idolatry.” -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

ii. “It is possible to give without loving, but it is impossible to love without giving.”  
-John Wesley  

b. [Q] Do you find ultimate joy associated with your personal money gained and greatest 
grief associated with your personal money lost? 



 
3) Do you see giving as prompted and instructed by the gospel? (8:9-9:5) 

a. [Q] Are you guilty of believing that great generosity can only flow from great wealth? 
Have you ever found yourself thinking, “If I just had that dollar amount, then I could be 
so generous?”  

b. Bart told us to ask ourselves, [Q] in light of the generosity of Christ, “Am I generous?” 
i. Generous with the money that I have? 
ii. Generous with my home or apartment? 
iii. Generous with food and possessions? 
iv. Generous with my tears? 
v. Generous with my resources of time, ability, or skill? 

 
4) Do you see giving as Spirit-driven? (9:6-8) 

a. Bart suggested that rather than follow an explicit giving percentage (e.g., a tithe) we 
should give: 1) sacrificially, 2) proportionately, 3) regularly (not sporadically), and 4) to 
the work of God. 

i. [Q] Which of those is most challenging to you? 
ii. [Q] How is the gospel and the glory of God more manifest when we follow these 

guidelines, rather than simply following a strict percentage? 
 

5) Do you see giving as a way to glorify God? (9:8-15) 
a. Obviously, we take an offering each week in our worship service. [Q] But how frequently 

do you think of giving as an act of worship? How often does an attitude of worship 
accompany your act of giving? 

 
 

 
 


