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Sermon Title: Our Values – Gracious Hospitality 
Date: March 24, 2019 
Preacher: Bart Box 
 
Gracious Hospitality: God has welcomed us home in Christ, providing us rest from our labors and relief 
from our burdens. We desire to show the same hospitality to our neighbors and one another that we 
have been shown in Christ, pointing them to the rest and relief that only God can provide.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1) Throughout the sermon, Bart gave several different definitions or explanations of what 
hospitality is. Below are a few: 

a. (Begin with the explanation of Gracious Hospitality at the top of the notes.) 
b. “Hospitality is simply a way of life for the people of God to show the grace of God in 

practical, hopeful, and healing ways to whoever needs it at the moment, regardless of 
their status.” 

c. “Hospitality is simply about providing a space for others to encounter God, a place 
where they can see that God cares about them.” 

d. “Hospitality is the gospel with flesh on.” 
i. [Q] How did any of these explanations challenge your previously held 

understanding of what hospitality is or what it involves? 
 

2) Especially in southern culture, the word “entertaining” has been used to described hosting 
gatherings of people. [Q] How does love transform us from entertaining to being hospitable? 
(Below are some statements Bart made on the relationship of these ideas): 

a. “Entertainment flourishes in the soil of vanity—look at what I can do and provide.” 
b. “Hospitality flourishes in the soil of love—look to Jesus, just as I must.” 
c. “Love, not skill or money, is at the heart of hospitality.” 

 
3) [Q] Who do you know that is particularly hospitable? Maybe from our church, or even from your 

own growth group—who can you thank and encourage for their work in hospitality? 
 

4) Bart stated at the beginning of the sermon that God intends for us to have rest—physical rest, 
emotional rest, psychological rest, relational rest, and above all, spiritual rest.  

a. [Q] Where do you personally need the rest that God provides? 
 



5) With number 5, Bart also stated that you cannot give others rest (the point of hospitality) if you 
do not have it yourself. We cannot show what we do not know.  

a. [Q] What areas of busyness need to be crucified in your life in order for you to be more 
obedient in the areas of rest and hospitality? 
 

6) [Q] How does understanding God as the ultimate host help you to better understand the 
gospel? 
 

7) We quoted Alexander Strauch, who said, “Through the ministry of hospitality, we share the 
things that we value most: family, home, financial resources, food, privacy, and time.” 

a. [Q] Which of these are you the stingiest with? 
 

8) [Q] In what ways were you shown to connect the ministry of prayer to the ministry of 
hospitality? (See some of Bart’s suggestions below) 

a. Pray about where you are going to sit in church before you come (referencing the book, 
How to Walk Into Church). 

b. Pray that we see our homes as matters of stewardship and not ownership. 
c. Pray that our eyes would be open and that our hearts be sensitive to the people and 

needs around us. 
d. Pray for our guests, that they would be more impressed with our God than our home or 

even our hospitality. 
e. Pray that we would not grow weary in well-doing.  

 
Final Application Question: 
 

9) Bart said this about people that we might encounter in worship on Sunday mornings: “There 
may be someone who comes here who hasn’t had a loving, helpful, uplifting conversation all 
week.” [Q] Which one of the following suggestions could you take on next Sunday in order to 
change that for someone? 

a. Walking up to people who are unknown 
b. Sitting with those who are by themselves 
c. Greeting strangers during greeting time 
d. Inviting people to meals after church 

 
 
 


