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Preacher: Bart Box 
 
Loving Leadership: Jesus laid down his life for his followers, demonstrating that genuine leadership is 
not about what you can get but about what you can give. We desire the leadership of CFC to be 
active in the lives of its members, praying for them, spending time with them, knowing them, and 
lovingly pointing them to Jesus.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1) Prior to your membership at CFC, [Q] have you ever been a part of a church whose leadership 
was comprised of elders who actively sought to involve themselves in the lives of their church 
members? 

a. If not, [Q] what sort of leadership structure had you experienced? And what did those 
leaders do (as far as you know)? 

b. [Q] In what ways has the structure and function of elders at CFC been a different sort of 
experience for you? 
 

2) According to 1 Peter 5:2, the primary work of pastors/elders is shepherding the flock that is 
among them.  

a. In light of what the Bible promises we will face in this life (see Acts 14:22) and in light of 
your own experiences of the hardships of life, [Q] why do you need a shepherd? 

b. More specifically, [Q] why even do you need a human shepherd? 
 

3) Consider again the importance of the phrase “among you.” [Q] What are the implications of 
this in terms of pastors’/elders’ proximity to their church members? 

a. For instance, is being a part of a church’s “online campus” a Biblically supported 
practice? 

b. Or, would you feel comfortable joining a church that has 10,000 members and 3 elders? 
c. Are there other practices we should be wary of that relationally remove shepherds from 

among the sheep they are to shepherd? 
 

4) [Q] Why, according to 1 Peter 5:5, is a spirit of humility of utmost importance for both the 
elders and the members of the congregation? 

 



5) [Q] Do you know at least one elder at CFC well? And relatedly, [Q] would you say that at least 
one elder knows you? 

a. If the answers to those questions are No… 
i. [Q] What can you do to involve an elder in your life more meaningfully? 
ii. Or, [Q] what can you do to encourage an elder and mutually benefit one 

another? 
iii. (See the final application for a list of all the current CFC elders.) 

 
6) Take some time to read through the texts listed below. After reading them, ask these two 

questions: 
a. Ezekiel 34:1-10 
b. Mark 10:42-44 
c. 1 Timothy 3:1-7 
d. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 
e. Hebrews 13:17 

i. [Q] What sorts of attitudes or behaviors should we not tolerate in our elders? 
ii. [Q] What sorts of attitudes or behaviors in our own hearts towards our elders 

should we not tolerate? 
 
Final Application 
 

7) Bart suggested that we pray for the elders who serve at CFC as well as pray for elder ministry 
to thrive at CFC. Take some time tonight to pray along those lines as a group. Below are some 
ideas for things to pray as well as the names of all of the current elders of CFC.  

a. Pray for wisdom 
b. Pray for loving hearts 
c. Pray for patience 
d. Pray for holiness 
e. Pray for humility 
f. Pray for insight and understanding according to God’s Word. 

i. Ryan Adams 
ii. Bart Box 
iii. Lev Bragg 
iv. Robby Head 
v. Jason Kirk 
vi. Brad Lowe 
vii. Nick Murray 
viii. Sam Price 
ix. Billy Shepard 
x. Brian Thomason  

 
 
 


