
 
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
 

Preaching Passage: Psalm 78:1-8 
Sermon Series: Foundations 
Sermon Title: Our Values – Next-Generation Discipleship 
Date: April 7, 2019 
Preacher: Bart Box 
 
Next-Generation Discipleship: The church of Jesus Christ is utterly invincible—even the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it. So, we want to invest for the long haul, teaching children and teenagers the 
story and Christ of the Bible for God’s eternal glory and their eternal good.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1) In your own words and using the logic of Psalm 78, [Q] why is it that we can’t assume that 
proximity to the gospel inevitably results in embrace of the gospel? 

a. Recall some of the phrases that Bart used like “spiritual amnesia” or “our indifference to 
the Lawgiver, not just our ignorance of the Law” 
 

2) Bart suggested that the main takeaway from Psalm 78 is that we must be intentional about 
telling the truth to the next generation. 

a. [Q] What things get in the way of intentionality for you? 
 

3) We quoted DA Carson, who said, “One generation believes the gospel. The next generation 
assumes the gospel. The following generation denies the gospel.” 

a. Discuss how you’ve seen this prove true and how we can fight against this as a 
congregation. 
 

4) The second necessity in the sermon outline was: “We have to teach the works and wonders of 
God—the Bible is essential.” The subpoints to that were: 1) We have to teach our children 
about God’s ways, and 2) We have to teach our children about God’s Word. 

a. In talking about God’s wonders and ways, Bart suggested that we must “dazzle” our 
kids with who God is, rather than paint a bleak caricature of what he’s like. [Q] What 
makes it possible for us to dazzle our kids with the truth about God? (Keep in mind that 
your attitude towards God’s nature is contagious.) 

b. Regarding God’s Word, [Q] how is instructing our children in God’s laws not antithetical 
to being gospel-centered? Likewise, [Q] what might cause us to downplay the gospel in 
our teaching of God’s Word? (recall Bart’s point about teaching not merely for 
information, but for transformation) 

 



5) Bart appealed, “Let’s talk and pray and think and strategize and encourage each other about 
how we can get the Bible to our kids.” The following questions are aimed at helping us 
strategize together: 

a. [Q] For those who are parents, what are some ways you have successfully gotten the 
Bible to your kids? 

b. [Q] Likewise, what are some ways that you have failed in this? What things have 
contributed to those failures? 

c. [Q] Older parents, what wisdom can you pass along in this? 
d. [Q] Those yet without children, what can deeper involvement in this look like for you? 
e. [Q] All, how might you encourage others in this effort? 

 
6) Directed towards fathers in particular, Bart talked about how we can reason with ourselves that 

we’re too busy or too tired to intentionally teach our children, or that we need to sleep in 
rather than get our family to church. But then he challenged us to think about the “opportunity 
cost” to our children when we shirk those responsibilities. [Q] How did that specific point 
challenge you? 

 
Final Application: 

 
7) All along the way, Bart gave us several ways to pray regarding next-generation discipleship. 

Below is a list of some of those. Take some time as a group to pray along these lines. 
a. Pray about ways we can get the Bible to our CFC Kids, in the home and beyond it. 

i. Deuteronomy 6:7 – [7] You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 

b. Non-parents, pray particularly for CFC parents in their discipling efforts.  
i. Exodus 17:11-12 – [11] Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and 

whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. [12] But Moses' hands grew 
weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron 
and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So 
his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 

c. Pray that God would continue to give our church great grace with children. 
i. Matthew 19:14 – [14] Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
d. Pray for CFC Kids staff transitions 

i. Hiring CFC Member Elizabeth Bryant as Full-Time CFC Kids Director. 
ii. Freeing up Ryan Adam’s responsibilities to serve as Associate Pastor of Families 

and Discipleship to give better oversight to next-generation discipleship. 
e. Pray for God to grant faith to the next generation and make us faithful in passing it on. 

 
 


