
 
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
 

Preaching Passage: Ephesians 1:15-23 
Sermon Series: Foundations 
Sermon Title: Our Values – Bold Prayer 
Date: April 14, 2019 
Preacher: Bart Box 
 
Bold Prayer: God invites us to pray prayers that match His power and purposes in Christ. So, we desire 
CFC to be a church marked by holy dependence and boldness—praying personally, praying with our 
families, praying in our Growth Groups, and praying as a church on the Lord’s Day.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1) As you think about this Foundations series and all that we have discussed (see the mission 
statement, vision statement, and previous 11 core values on this week’s sermon notes), [Q] 
have you seen any personal growth in your life in regards to any of the previously discussed 
subjects? 
 

2) To begin this sermon, Bart recapped our mission, vision, and other 11 core values that we have 
talked about this far. He went on to say that this last one (bold prayer) is the most critical of 
them all, and that it was strategically placed last to illustrate that without it, all the rest of our 
mission, vision, and values will falter.  

a. In other words, if we don’t pray, we should not expect any of these goals to be 
accomplished or for us to become this kind of church. After listening to this sermon,  
[Q] in what ways do you understand that to be true? 

 
3) We titled this sermon “Bold Prayer.” [Q] When you think about your prayer life, would 

boldness be an accurate descriptor? Why or why not? 
 

4) Generally, when you pray for others in our church or in your growth group, [Q] what are the 
types of things that you are praying for? 

a. [Q] How frequently (or infrequently) do you pray the sorts of things that Paul prayed for 
the Ephesians in 1:15-23? (see part #1 of the sermon notes: A Summary of Paul’s Prayer) 
 

5) In the second part of the sermon, Bart stressed the importance of having a bigger view of God. 
He said, “I hope you see the certain connection between your view of Christ and your practice 
of prayer.” [Q] In what ways were you convicted about either your view of Christ or of your 
practice of prayer? 

 



6) Of the three takeaways for our prayers (third part of sermon), [Q] which one challenged you the 
most? 

a. Remember that nothing circumstantial can keep you from interceding for others. 
b. Remember that nothing lasting can be accomplished apart from him. 
c. Remember that nothing is impossible because of him.  

 
7) Bart asked if someone were to take a survey of your prayers in the last month, how different 

would the world be if everything you asked o the Lord in the last month was granted? He went 
on: 

a. What unreached people group would have a church planted among it? 
b. What neighbors would know Christ savingly? 
c. What Christians would know Christ better?  
d. What injustice in our world, or nation, or community would be righted?  
e. What suffering would be alleviated?  
f. What repentance would be granted?  
g. What harmony would be achieved and evident?  
h. What missionary would be sent?  
i. What wisdom would be given?  
j. What grief would be more bearable?  

i. [Q] How might such questions shape your prayers this week? 
 
Final Application: 
 

8) Take a moment to share along the lines of the questions immediately above. Are there 
unreached neighbors that your group can pray for with you? Or injustices that you can pray 
about together? Or unreached people groups that burden your heart? Or someone weighed 
down by grief? Share those so that everyone can join in praying for these things. 

 
 
 


