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“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
O come, desire of nations bind
In one the hearts of all mankind
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease
And be Thyself our King of Peace
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
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Introduction
The lyrics on the previous page are from one of the church’s most
beloved Advent hymns, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” The song is a
groaning song, which perhaps is the reason why it has resonated with
so many believers for so long now. The Advent season is one in which
we remember Christ’s coming. And even as we sing a song like this
one, we are putting ourselves in the shoes of those who, in salvation
history, groaned for the first coming Emmanuel – God with us. They,
who mourned in lonely exile, groaned for the coming One. They, in
the gloomy clouds of night, groaned for the Messiah to come and
put death’s dark shadows to flight. They groaned, and preached the
promise to themselves, that Emmanuel shall come to Israel.

While our singing of this hymn does cause us to look backward, we
also remember the marvelous truth of the Advent season: Jesus came.
God took on flesh, dwelt in a young woman’s womb for nine months,
and drew breath as a human baby. Jesus came – that’s the astounding
truth of the Advent. And He came to accomplish many things in His
life here on earth, which is what this devotional is about. Each day,
we hope to take a brief look at a passage of Scripture that sheds light
on why and how Jesus came. It is our prayer at Christ Fellowship
Church that this daily devotional booklet will assist you this Advent
in worshipping and contemplating the majesty of the King of Kings
who came to earth. We hope that you will pause daily to remember the
most life altering reality in the universe: that Jesus came.
Returning to the song with which we started, even as we celebrate
that Jesus has come, we sing this song even now with a longing that
Jesus will come again. The song is still a groaning song for us, even as
we groan out with some of the final words of the Bible, “Come, Lord
Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20). So this Advent, we invite you to join us in
the great celebration of His first coming, and in the great anticipation

of His second coming. We invite you to rejoice, for Emmanuel shall
come to thee, people of God.
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T u e s d ay, D e c e m b e r 1

Jesus came as God.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was
made…. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s
side, He has made Him known. –John 1:1-3, 18
“I’m not a mind-reader!”
“Why don’t you just tell me what you’re thinking?”
“What are you thinking?”
Whether it’s a husband and wife talking in a living room or coworkers collaborating on a project in an office, communication is
often a struggle. We want others to tell us what is on their mind and
deliver us from our ignorance, doubts, or worries. We often live with
the suspicion that more could be said than we’ve heard. Christmas
is celebrated for this very reason. As Carl F.H. Henry once said, “Had
God insisted on remaining incommunicado, we would know nothing
whatever about Him.” But the incarnation represents God’s insistence
on being known. The Second Person of the Godhead, the One who was
with God and, indeed, the one who was God, has come among us that
God—yes, even God!—might be known.
This revelatory purpose is why Jesus is called the Word. Words
communicate the thoughts of the heart, the inmost being. And so with
the incarnation we are not left in the dark wondering if God could
say more. God has bared His loving heart—clearly, perfectly, finally—
by sending His Son, the One who was in the beginning with God the
Father. Most likely, we will give and receive many gifts this Christmas
season. But nothing will surpass the gift God has given in sending
Christ, for He who is at the Father’s side has made the Father known.
What more could we want? What more could we have?
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Jesus came to dispel the darkness.
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. –John 1:4-5
It was Christmas and the family was gathered around the tree, reading
the Bible and rehearsing the truths of the greatest story ever told.
Seeking more participation, the dad asked the kids if they knew the
words to “Silent Night.” The youngest, 5 years old, proudly volunteered
to sing it:
Silent night, Holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin, mother and child
Holy infantry, tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Holy infantry? Not quite right, of course, but not totally wrong, either!
As New Testament scholar N.T. Wright correctly points out, Christmas
is less an introduction of peace and more a declaration of war.
Christmas, he says, is typically considered to be…
….a season of nostalgia, of carols and candles and firelight and happy
children. But that misses the point completely. Christmas is not a
reminder that the world is really quite a nice old place. It reminds
us that the world is a shockingly bad old place, where wickedness
flourishes unchecked…. Christmas is God lighting a candle; and you
don’t light a candle in a room that’s already full of sunlight. You light
a candle in a room that’s so murky that the candle, when lit, reveals
just how bad things really are.

And that is why Jesus came. Jesus came both to expose and dispel
the darkness. He shines into our night of sin, our night of death, and
our night of judgment with the radiance of His life-giving glory. The
darkness is great. But Jesus is greater, and the darkness has not,
cannot, and will not overcome it!
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T h u r s d ay, D e c e m b e r 3

Jesus Came as God to dwell among us.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. –John 1:14a
This idea of dwelling is not a new concept in the Bible. In fact, the
“dwelling” that John speaks of in John 1:14 is tabernacle language—
just as God dwelled in the tent of meeting among Israel, so now the
Word pitches His tent in the incarnation. Leviticus 26:11-12 gives a
good picture of this dwelling: “I will make my dwelling among you,
and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among you and will
be your God, and you shall be my people.”

Now, on the surface, that verse from Leviticus doesn’t seem like the
warmest and most intimate of promises—“My soul shall not abhor
you.” Can you imagine a marriage proposal along those lines? Imagine
the young man on bended knee before his soon-to-be fiancé:
“I want to join our lives together.”
“I want to be with you.”
“I want to live you with you.”
“I want to wake up with you in the mornings and lie down with you in
the evenings.”
“And my soul shall not abhor you…will you marry me?”

Obviously, that’s a horrible way to propose marriage. But it is the only
way to speak of God’s dwelling among sinful people. Within us is every
evil inclination. The Bible says that in our sin we are opposed to God,
rebels before God, and hostile toward God. Yet this same God comes
to dwell among us—to walk among us, to be our God, to make us His
people. This is the wonder of Christmas and, quite simply, the point of
the Bible. God comes to redeem His people and to make them His own,
paying the ultimate price and delivering the ultimate blessing. Read
the words—“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”—and be
astounded: God came to you, even you, that you might belong to Him
now and forever.
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Jesus came to show God’s glory.
And we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. –John 1:14b
If you had been one of Jesus’ disciples, how would you have described
the glory of Jesus? Would you have talked about the healing of the leper,
the restoration of the sight to the blind, the feeding of the hungry, the
resurrection of the dead? Without doubt, all of those things would be on
your list! How could they not be? But it’s instructive that when John comes
to speak of the glory of Christ, the only Son from the Father, he turns to the
ideas of grace and truth. Undoubtedly, here John is looking ahead in his
Gospel account and looking back in his own mind, to that day on which
the glory of God was most fully manifested at Calvary.
To put it differently, in the end it wasn’t a halo that tipped off the disciples
that Jesus was the glorious, incarnate Son of God—it was the crown of
thorns upon His head and the cross upon which he died. There the glory
was revealed most clearly; and there love was conveyed most passionately.
At the cross the fullness of truth—that God hates sin—and the fullness
of grace—that God loves sinners—was fully and finally displayed. Joshua
Harris puts it this way: “The world takes us to a silver screen on which
flickering images of passion and romance play, and as we watch, the world
says, ‘This is love.’ God takes us to the foot of a tree on which a naked
and bloodied man hangs and says, ‘This is love.’” One, the movie, seems
glorious; the other, the cross, is glorious.
As we celebrate Christmas, we do so with an eye toward Good Friday and
Easter, where God’s glory was fully displayed. And, consequently, as we
celebrate Christmas, we do so with hearts full of thanksgiving, awe, and
praise:
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.
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Jesus came to do the will of the Father.
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the
will of Him who sent me. And this is the will of Him who sent me, that
I should lose nothing of all that He has given me, but raise it up on the
last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on
the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise
him up on the last day.” –John 6:38-40
Here, Christian, find your hope: that the salvation for which you were
so desperate is afforded, by God’s will, in the coming of the King, Jesus
Christ. He is sent to complete the work that the Father had promised
to Abraham, to Moses, to David. Even beyond enabling the salvation—
and higher still, the adoption—of sinners, the advent of Christ is
the fulfillment of God’s establishment of His eternal throne. As our
Almighty God declares in Psalm 2:6, “I have set my King on Zion, my
holy hill.” The Lord Jesus comes to die with the weight of the world’s
sin upon His shoulders, and then to rise and reign forever. And He
guarantees that if we look on Him and believe, our eternity is secure
in His unending kingdom.

The great errand of Christ to the world is that for which none other
may receive credit; and in turn, there are none with the power to undo
that which He will accomplish. For He, Emmanuel, is sent to dwell
with us, and then He bids us, weak and weary and burdened, to come
to Him for eternal rest. And those who do come will never be cast out.
John 6:22-59 runs as the actualized parallel to its foreshadowing in
Exodus 16, where in their journey through the wilderness, the people
of Israel were given bread from heaven. God sends this bread to sustain
them and demonstrate His glory and faithfulness. In John 6, Jesus says
that He is the true Bread, sustaining the people of God in their journey
toward eternity. As the Israelites ate of the manna from heaven until
they reached Canaan, the promised land (Ex. 16:35), may we feast on
Christ by the power of His Word until the last day is revealed.
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Jesus came to glorify the Father.
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I
will glorify it again.” –John 12:27-28
As children, we are taught to obey, respect, and honor our parents. We
know that our parents have our best interest in mind and would never
do anything to put us in harm’s way.

In light of this familial value, it is troubling for many to believe that a
loving God would send His only Son to knowingly come and die for a
wretched people. The unbelieving world would like us to think that
Jesus came into the world to be a good man, a teacher, or a healer,
unaware of how His life would end on a cross. This incorrect view pins
God as inhumane and does not consider His eternal, sovereign plan of
redemption from the beginning of time.

By God’s grace, His Word teaches us that Jesus came with the ultimate
purpose of glorifying His Father. We must hold fast to the true belief
that Jesus was one with the Father (John 17:11), knowing God’s grand
plan to redeem a sinful people by way of His substitutionary death
(Isaiah 53:3-12), and became obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross (Philippians 2:8). This Advent season, as we remember and
celebrate Christ’s incarnation, may we look to His crucifixion and
resurrection. May we rejoice that we have a Savior who humbly came,
submitting to His Father’s will, glorifying His Father with one purpose
from the cradle to the cross, “Not my will, but yours, be done“
(Luke 22:42).
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Jesus came to be the Good Shepherd.
For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep,
and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness…. I will rescue my flock; they
shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep.
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and He
shall feed them: He shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. –Ezekiel 34:11-12, 22-24
In Ezekiel 34 the Lord tells Ezekiel that the leaders of the people of Israel
have failed them tremendously. It seems that the leaders have neglected
their responsibilities to take care of the people of God. Ezekiel conveys
both the disdain God feels for those who neglect their responsibility to
care for those they lead and the compassion He shows for His neglected
people.
Ezekiel uses imagery that the Israelites would have been very familiar
with. He compares God’s love for His people to that of a shepherd and his
sheep. God promises to send His people a leader who will shepherd them.
He will be a shepherd that is in the line of David, who was anointed king
while tending sheep. This would have struck a marvelous chord with the
original audience. David was a great king, and God promised him that his
line would continue forever (2 Samuel 7:13). This great shepherd would
be the fulfillment of that promise and the realization of every faithful
Israelite who was longing to be delivered from oppression and neglect.

As New Testament Christians, we have special privilege to see how
beautifully this promise has been fulfilled in Christ. Jesus came to be
the Good Shepherd. This theme is expressed repeatedly by the New
Testament authors. Jesus had compassion on the crowds, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36). He said that His sheep
know His voice and obey Him, and that no one can take the sheep from
the Good Shepherd (John 10:27-28). What an encouraging thought it is
to know that the God of the universe left heaven to become a man so that
He might lead and care for His people well. Jesus came to be the Good
Shepherd to love, care for, and ultimately give His life for His sheep.
A dv e n t D evot i o n a l 2 0 1 5 | Pag e 1 1

T u e s d ay, D e c e m b e r 8

Jesus came in the form of a servant.
Let each of you not only look to his own interests, but also to the
interest of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours
in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
–Philippians 2:4-7
We live in a culture that worships individuality and equality. People
are entitled to certain privileges, and being unable to claim them is
an outrageous offense. We deserve what is ours. This idea is heavily
engrained in our minds every day. And that is what makes this passage
so crazy.
As the gospel has a habit of doing, Philippians 2:4-7 destroys this
cultural rationale. Jesus didn’t come as King (though He was and is
King). He didn’t come as Lord (though He was and is Lord). He didn’t
come to claim His rightful possessions. He came in the form of a
servant, ready to die in pursuit of our interests.
Jesus is the only one who has ever had complete prerogative to claim
anything. Everything is His! But He denied it all, so that we might know
Him and become His heirs (Romans 8).

This season, let’s learn to pursue the interest of others the way He
did. Let’s disregard the inherent obsession to have what we deserve.
Because as Christians, we know that what we deserve is death. Nothing
is ours. All we have is Christ’s.
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Jesus came as the humble King.
And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. –Philippians 2:8-11
After the throne of David is established, the Old Testament records
the tragic decline in the power and prestige of Israel (and later Judah).
More tragic was the steady drift of the people away from the God who
had graciously delivered them from the Egyptians and brought them
into the Promised Land. This spiritual decline was overseen (and
aided and abetted) by a multitude of bad kings. The books of 1 and 2
Kings record a steady refrain, “King X did evil in the sight of the Lord,
according to all his fathers had done before him.”
So how unexpected is it to see a King in Israel, who does not set Himself
up against God, who does not lead His people into idolatry, and who
does not Lord it over His subjects? Instead, we see this King washing
the feet of His disciples, healing the sick and broken, and caring for the
least of these. Amazingly, we see this King exchange His crown for a
crown of thorns and sacrifice His life for a rebellious people.

But the humility of King Jesus is so much more profound than merely
laying aside an earthly crown. The words “He came” should stagger us.
The God of the universe took on human flesh! Before He did anything
in this world, Jesus had already humbled Himself more than our minds
can comprehend. And this is before He died the death of a common
criminal and bore the wrath of the Father for the sins of those who
would trust in Him.
Can our finite minds fully grasp the humility of King Jesus? We cannot.
But we do not need to fully comprehend in order to bow in worship
to this great, humble King, whose name is now exalted above every
name.
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Jesus came to seek and save the lost.
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” –Luke 19:10
These stunning words roll off the lips of one who called Himself the
“Son of Man”. But they are spoken to those who would never want to
admit they ever strayed. We refuse to consider ourselves lost, unable
to find our way back to righteous places. Our fallen hearts believe we
are right, and that we know how to be right.

What about these words spoken by Jesus to a despised tax collector?
They had few friends among the Jews, who thought of them as
traitors who filled Rome’s pockets while living among their brothers.
Zacchaeus possibly exacted extra taxes or tolls along the Jericho trade
route, but his greed and fraud prove his broken relationship with God.
What about the onlookers? What about people who grumbled at the
association of a rabbi toward a man with a rough reputation? His
actions strained against every righteous practice in their eyes. The
truth is that all of us clearly fit the pattern of both people. We fit in the
camp of the unrighteous, and we fit in the camp of the self-righteous.
Either place is one where we can never find our way back, unless Jesus
seeks us.

Jesus, the seeker, cast His gaze on a man with no basis or reason to
ever be found. Like a sheep that strayed, or a coin that rolled away
(Luke 15), He seeks those hidden from human sight. Yet another word
in Jesus’ expression holds even greater hope for us! He does not shame
those He finds, He lovingly saves them! Like stray sheep and lost coins,
He restores them to rightful places for glorious reasons. Jesus, seeker
and saver, works with celebration in mind, where the formerly lost
and newly found rejoice together with Him!
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Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for many.
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and
John. And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many.” –Mark 10:41-45
In this well-known passage, Jesus calls His arguing disciples together
and teaches them about true greatness in the Kingdom and also gives
a very clear statement of why He came to earth.

Jesus said that greatness involves being a servant and a slave. We are
to be the “table waiter,” serving food to the dinner guests, rather than
to be the guest of honor at the banquet. We are to be a slave, not just
a servant doing a job, but owned and totally controlled by our master.

Jesus then explained that He came into the world not only to serve
but to be a ransom for many. The word for ransom, lutron, means the
price paid for the release of a slave. You and I are slaves; we have sold
ourselves into slavery to sin and death by our disobedience. Jesus is
our ransom; His life and His blood are payment in full for our release
from captivity. He exchanged His life for our release. And this ransom
payment was accepted by God Himself. He is the judge who had to be
satisfied; He is the One we sinned against and it is His wrath toward
my sin that had to be appeased.
Let’s give thanks this Advent season that Jesus came to give His life as
our ransom, to buy our release from slavery to sin and death. Let’s give
thanks that the wrath of our righteous God toward our sin is satisfied
by the sacrifice of His precious Son. And let’s look forward to the day
when with many ransomed believers, from every tribe and language
and people and nation, we will worship the Lamb that was slain.
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Jesus came to bring life to the dead.
Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give
you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him,
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” –
John 11:17-27
What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ have to do with your busy
holiday season? Mary and Martha help us to make a connection.
These sisters make a couple of significant appearances in the gospel
accounts. One is here, with the death of their brother Lazarus. But the
other is in Luke 10:38-42, in the famous story where Martha and Mary
play the host to Jesus and His disciples. In the brief story, Mary spends
her time at her dinner guest’s feet in adoration. But Martha, we’re told,
was “distracted with much serving” (Luke 10:40). Jesus lovingly tells
Martha, after she complains about the not-so-shared workload, that
Mary has chosen the good portion, while Martha was anxious and
troubled about many things. Even in this brief story, Jesus is pointing
this busy-hearted sister to life in the midst of preoccupation.

As we turn to John 11, Jesus is doing a similar thing for Martha. Her
dialogue with Jesus reveals her oft-troubled heart. But Jesus gently
points her to life in the midst of sorrow. In the most tangible way
possible, He points her to life in the deepest and truest sense. He
points her to resurrection life.
Jesus came to raise the dead to life. Lazarus gives us a wonderful
glimpse of the resurrection. But Jesus isn’t “the resurrection and the
life” because of His ability to raise Lazarus from the dead. He is the
resurrection and the life because He Himself was raised from the dead.
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The resurrection of Lazarus is miraculous, but it doesn’t mean much
to you and me if Jesus doesn’t come and rise from the dead eternally.
But because He did, we who have trusted in Christ will be raised to life
with Him. Though we die, we shall yet live.

Jesus came to bring life to the dead. Let that reality reorient your
heart this Advent. Whether you are anxious and distracted about your
jam-packed schedule, or whether you are troubled by recent tragedy
or sorrowful memories, let Jesus point you to life. Let Him lead you
to Himself, for He is the resurrection and the life. Choose the better
portion today, and marvel at the feet of the One who proclaims, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die.” Like Jesus asks Martha, ask yourself, “Do you believe this?” and
respond accordingly.
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Jesus came to set us free.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” They answered Him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you
say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not
remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed. –John 8:31-36
Each year millions of people around the world celebrate Christmas, or
at least our Western notion of the holiday. We get caught up in the gift
giving, food, and parties that mostly miss the reason for Christ’s coming.
Our favorite songs are guilty of this as we sing about a peace on Earth
that has more to do with the absence of conflict between nations than
peace between God and His creation. But the truth of the Gospel in the
advent of Christ is far more offensive than we’ve made the holiday out
to be. You see, the birth of the Christ was an invasion (to use military
terms)—a beachhead established against sin and the easy-believism
that so dominates our day. How fun would our Christmas parties be if
we sang songs about Jesus’ statement in Matthew 10:34, “Don’t suppose
that I’ve come to bring peace to the earth…but a sword.” Not very merry
I would imagine!
John 8:31-36 is another example of advent truth. Jesus, speaking to
people whom Scripture regards as having ‘believed Him’ mind you,
said some very confrontational things, namely that relationship with
God isn’t about a right ethnicity or heritage or even about hearing the
Word. Jesus even went on to tell them that they wouldn’t know truth if
they heard it and were yet still slaves to their sin. How’s that for heartwarming? But in the midst of this passage are words of Christmas truth
for the believer and unbeliever alike—that a relationship with God is
about accepting and acting in accordance to His word in such a way as
to provide the believer with the capacity to know genuine truth and to
forevermore escape their bondage to sin. To use Jesus’ words, “If you
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the
truth and the truth will set you free.”
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Jesus came to call sinners to repentance.
After this [Jesus] went out and saw a tax collector named Levi,
sitting at the tax booth. And He said to him, “Follow me.” And leaving
everything, he rose and followed Him. And Levi made Him a great
feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and
others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes
grumbled at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax
collectors and sinners?” And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to
call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” –Luke 5:27-32
While Levi’s immediate response of obedience is astounding, the emphasis
of this passage is on Jesus’ response to those who would question why
a member of Jesus’ inner circle was a tax collector, and why His dinner
company was a bunch of notorious sinners. Jesus tells those Pharisees and
scribes who were bothered by His actions that the healthy have no need of a
physician, but the sick. He tells them that He came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. The irony of this is that the Pharisees saw not
their need for healing, for repentance, or for Jesus.
If you are a Christian, take a moment and let Jesus’ statement offend you.
As a Christian, you are admitting that you are sick, that you are the sinner
who needs to be called to repentance. If you are unwilling to make that
concession, then you are unwilling to come to Christ, just like the Pharisees.
The Christian confession implicitly involves the awareness that we are not
well, that we do not have it together, and that we must respond to the call to
turn from our sins to the hope that is in Christ.

While Jesus’ response here reminds us of our need, it also reminds us of
our mission. When I was in college, I remember being really bothered
by a guy who lived in my dorm. He had a particularly foul mouth, and
publically reveled in debauchery. One day, I shared with my roommate
(who was a believer) my dislike for this particular guy. He graciously
reminded me that, “as Christians, he’s the guy that we’re after.” My
roommate’s response arrested me, and still does to this day, because it
sounds a lot like Jesus. Jesus came because He was “after” the sinners, the
sick who were in need of a physician.

What do you need to repent of today? Is it the attitude of the Pharisees here,
who don’t see that their lot is with those sinners in need of repentance? Is
it your failure to see your sickness? Is it the sheer fact that repentance is
not a regular practice in your life – though that is precisely a reason why
Jesus came? Or is it that you are not behind Jesus in His mission to seek
and save the lost?

T u e s d ay, D e c e m b e r 1 5

Jesus came to proclaim the good news
of the kingdom of God.
And when it was day, He departed and went into a desolate place. And
the people sought Him and came to Him, and would have kept Him
from leaving them, but He said to them, “I must preach the good news
of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this
purpose.” And He was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
–Luke 4:42-44
Christmas comes this year in the wake of the sobering realities of evil.
Of course, Christmas comes to us in the midst of the wreckage of our
fallen world every year, but this year, Christmas will come just 43 and
42 days after the terrorist attacks on Lebanon and Paris, respectively.
It will come as hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees struggle to
survive in boats, waiting for a place to go, a place to belong. It will
come as we argue over what should be done about the state of our
world, and whether we should drink out of those red Starbucks cups.
Yet Jesus says, “Take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
This, friends, is the glorious, magnificent Good News He came to
proclaim. Into a world shaking with fear and distraught with sin, He
came. To love a people turning on one another and unable to save
themselves, He came. With the Best News Ever in the History of the
World, He came—and He proclaimed it.
There was no CNN blasting news of the latest terror, but there was one
King Herod killing baby boys all over Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16). It’s
safe to say there was a distinct lack of good news that year, and that
Christmas would come in the midst of heartache.

How the world must have breathed a sigh of relief that night in
Bethlehem so many years ago: her Savior had come. And this year,
when Christmas comes, may we do the same, for He has come. Good
news abounds.
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Jesus came to bear witness to the truth.
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said
to Him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say
this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over
to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said
to Him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into
the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
listens to my voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” –John 18:33-38
In a song chart-topping album, Sigh No More, Marcus Mumford of
Mumford & Sons growls out the lyric, “How can you say that your truth
is better than ours?” This line comes from a song on an album that was
purchased 3.2 million times in the United States, an amazing number in
our digital age. Mumford’s question is not far off from Pilate’s. Though the
question has advanced a little (comparing competing notions of truth),
one cannot help but note the same pride at the heart of the question. And
with the pride, hear the confusion. Hear the lostness.

Pilate’s response to Jesus is one of the most ironic statements in the Bible.
Pilate stared in the face of Jesus Christ, the One who made Pilate, and
asked the wrong question. It should not have been, “What is truth?” but
“Who is truth?” In John 14:6, Jesus has already answered that question.
He says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” Jesus tells Pilate that He
came to bear witness to the truth and, essentially, to present truth to the
world by presenting Himself. Pilate beheld the truth in that moment, but
he did not have eyes to see nor ears to hear the truth crying out to him.
In a world where so many people claim that truth lies in the eye of the
beholder, Christians know differently. Let us not be like Pilate, or Marcus
Mumford, and so many others, who refuse to listen to truth. Jesus said
that everyone who is of the truth listens to His voice. Jesus Christ speaks.
He speaks through His Word in Holy Scripture. As you come to the Word
of truth, pray for eyes to see and ears to hear. Pray for the living truth of
God’s Word to dispel all doubt in your heart. Pray that you would listen
to Christ’s voice, and that His truth would abide in you, as it will be with
you forever (2 John 2).
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Jesus came to fulfill the Law, the prophets, and the Psalms.
Then He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” –Luke 24:44
Charles Spurgeon tells of a Welsh minister who spoke to a younger
minister about his sermon after hearing it. “It was a very poor sermon,”
he told the young man. “Will you tell me why you think it a poor sermon?”
came the response. “Because,” said the Welsh minister, “there was no
Christ in it.” “Well,” said the young man, “Christ was not in the text; we
are not to be preaching Christ always, we must preach what is in the text.”
The exchange continued: “Don’t you know, young man, that from every
town and every village, and every little hamlet in England, wherever
it may be, there is a road to London?” “Yes,” said the young man. “Ah!”
said the old divine, “and so from every text in Scripture, there is a road
to the metropolis of the Scriptures, that is Christ. And my dear brother,
your business is when you go to a text, to say, ‘Now what is the road to
Christ?’ and then preach a sermon, running along the road to the great
metropolis–Christ. And,” he said, “I have never yet found a text that had
not got a road to Christ in it, and if I ever do find one that has not a road to
Christ in it, I will make one; I will go over hedge and ditch but I would get
at my Master, for the sermon cannot do any good unless there is a savor
of Christ in it.”

This is precisely the point that Jesus is making to the disciples on the road
to Emmaus, on the day of His resurrection. Everything in all of Scripture
points to and finds its fulfillment in the person and work of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 1:20 tells us that “all of the promises of God find their Yes
in Him.” Jesus came that every promise might be fulfilled, every failure of
Israel vindicated, every hope that was once deferred would be actualized,
and that every enemy would be defeated. All righteousness in the Law,
every glimpse of glory in the prophets, every joy and every sorrow in the
Psalms would all be fulfilled in Christ.
In John 5:39, Jesus rebukes those who challenged His authority. He tells
them, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me.” The Scriptures
reveal to us the hope of eternal life, only because they reveal to us Jesus
Christ. The Scriptures bear witness to Him, for He fulfills them all. Will
you take the time to look for Him today? Will you take every road to the
metropolis of the Scriptures? And will you come to Him, that you may
have life (John 5:40)?
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Jesus came to proclaim good news to the poor.
And [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as
was His custom, He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and He
stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
–Luke 4:16-19
After having been baptized by John and tempted in the desert, Jesus is
now making His public debut in His hometown. Now, Nazareth was as
about as sophisticated as a rural small-town in Mississippi. So imagine
the hometown boy coming back after a short time away, stepping into a
place of authority (teaching in a synagogue) and telling everyone that He
is the fulfillment of the prophet’s words. Imagine that situation and you
might better understand what happens in the subsequent verses, namely
the towns people’s attempt kill Jesus.

Jesus came to fulfill the words of the prophet. He came to bring good news
to the poor. Certainly, the words of Jesus are meant to bring hope to those
with little, those who have material need. But the subject is wider than
that. The captive, the blind and the oppressed are also mentioned. It is the
socially, politically, and economically disadvantaged and disenfranchised
to whom Jesus brings good news, news of a far of country where
everything is made right.
Jesus’ hearers were not upset at the message; they were upset that Jesus
claimed He would be the one to bring it to fruition. So it is today. Messages
and programs to help the disenfranchised are everywhere. In today’s
climate laboring for justice for the oppressed is a form of social capital.
But if you would like to claim Jesus as the exclusive means by which men
might be set free from their chains, you will find yourself on the edge of
a cliff.
The news from our Savior is indeed very good. He has come to make all
things new, to declare the year of the Lord’s favor. He has come to turn
the world on its head, and all of those who find themselves in need of a
Rescuer rejoice.
A dv e n t D evot i o n a l 2 0 1 5 | Pag e 2 3

S at u r d ay, D e c e m b e r 1 9

Jesus came to shine light into the darkness.
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former
time He brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time He has made glorious the way of the
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the
nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of
his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be
burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no
end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. –Isaiah 9:2-7
We love to see great reversals, things changing in a dramatic way that
you would never have guessed. That is what is so good about this text in
Isaiah. The situation of Israel up to this point may have had some shining
moments, but at the exile all things look bleak. The text describes the
people of God as suffering contempt, oppression, and most evocatively,
walking in darkness. The people were wandering around blindly, with
little hope that they will stumble across good news.
But Isaiah is telling them that the great reversal is coming! Joy, justice,
and light will dawn upon the broken people. But where will it come from?

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” That’s why this reversal is so
shocking. The hope of the people does not come riding in on a white steed
with the royal pomp and circumstance that one might expect. Instead, He
comes as a child.
God has always been one who displays great reversals, from taking the
nomadic shepherd Abraham and promising him a land and a nation to
taking the youngest son of Jesse, David, and giving him a kingdom. But His
greatest reversal is His most dramatic. He sends His own Son, in the form
of a child, and in this we who have walked in darkness and gloom now
have light and joy from our Prince of Peace.

S u n d ay, D e c e m b e r 2 0

Jesus came to destroy the power of the devil.
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery. –Hebrews 2:14-15
What power do your fears have over you? The author of Hebrews
knows that the power of fear, and particularly the fear of death, leads
to slavery. You do whatever it takes to avoid that which you fear, and by
spending your life focusing on that one thing you become its unwitting
subject. Your fear now rules over you as a cruel master.

The devil knows this full well. He is a tyrant who uses the power of
death to subject humanity to fear and lifelong slavery. Some of his
subjects respond by living good moral lives in an attempt to be rid
of slavery to death and the devil. Others respond in the opposite
direction, doing whatever they would like with no thought of death
and what is to come.

But there is a way out. In an act of sheer grace, Jesus Christ came in
flesh and blood. More than that, He died. But rather than perpetuating
the cycle of fear and death, Jesus’ death was a final destructive blow
against the devil and his works. In living, dying, and rising from the
dead, Jesus destroyed the devil’s power over death. Now those who
belong to Him are not in bondage to their old slave-master, Satan,
but to their new glorious King, Jesus. Now instead of cowering in
subjection to the devil, we are able to sing of the deliverance we have
in Christ: “No guilt in life, no fear in death! This is the power of Christ
in me!”
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Jesus came to make peace by the blood of His cross.
For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through
Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of His cross. –Colossians 1:19-20
Among most beloved Christmas songs, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
contains some of the most memorable lines. In the first verse, we sing
of “Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” While
we aren’t exactly sure what we mean by mercy mild, our hearts latch
to the promise of peace on earth in the coming of the Messiah. We all
long for peace, and the recent terror attacks across the world increase
that longing all the more.

We’re told here in Colossians 1 that Jesus came to make peace with us
through the blood of His cross. Put another way, Jesus came to disarm
us. He came to entreat us to lay our weapons down. And how did He
do this? By submitting Himself to an incredible act of violence done
against Him. The Christian knows that we were once enemies of God.
As much as we like to think that we were for peace, we really were for
war (Psalm 120:7). We had taken up arms against God in rebellion.
And the story of the cross is that Jesus took our weapons in Himself.
Another Christmas song paints the picture well: “nails, spear shall
pierce Him through, the cross He bore for me, for you.”
Jesus came that He might take our weapons of war in Himself. And that
we would look upon Him whom we had pierced and repent (Zechariah
12:10), knowing that God punished our sin in Christ and made peace
with us through the blood of His own Son.

A common metaphor in the Old Testament is the promise that the
people of God would beat their swords and spears (weapons of warfare)
into plowshares and pruning hooks (instruments of agriculture), and
that they would learn war no more (Isaiah 2:4-5). The beauty of the

gospel is that though we thrust our spear into Jesus’ bleeding side,
He has turned it into a pruning hook. He has disarmed us. He has
reconciled us to Himself. He has made peace with us. This is why He
came.
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Jesus came to establish the New Covenant.
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I
will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. –Ezekiel 36:25-27
We love exchanging gifts at Christmas. We get a thrill out of giving gifts to
loved ones. We appreciate receiving gifts, and the thought that comes with
them. And despite the fact that this practice can be tainted by selfishness
and consumerism, it is a wonderful expression of love and joy when done
rightly. We take our cues from the wise men, who brought the newborn
Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

But what Ezekiel 36 wants to show us are the gifts of the new covenant
that Christ has given to us. Those gifts amount to our salvation. Ezekiel
tells us that He will cleanse us from our uncleanness, that which keeps
us out of God’s holy presence. He will also replace our stony hearts, the
obstinate hearts which made us unfeeling and callous in rebellion against
God. And He will put His Spirit within us, enabling us finally to walk in a
way that is consistent with God’s righteous ways. Jesus sums this new
gift up in John 3, calling it the new birth. This idea of new birth helps us
to understand the wonderful nature of God’s new covenant. Just as life
is a gift that is not earned, so too the new covenant. It is God’s binding
promise to do these marvelous things for His people.

The Bible speaks of this gift as entirely one-sided. It is not of our own
doing (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is caused entirely by God (1 Peter 1:3). 2
Corinthians 9:15 gives us the grammar of how to respond to such a gift:
we give thanks! “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!”
For what blessings, and for what gifts can you thank God today? To be sure,
we should give thanks for temporal things: our jobs, our homes, our food.
But we must take care that our thanksgiving expands into the eternal.
Thank God that your heart is not stone. Thank Him for the inscription of
the living Word on your newly pulsating heart. Thank Him for the guiding,
indwelling Holy Spirit. And thank Him that this new covenant is sealed by
the wonderful blood of Jesus.
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Jesus came to unite all things in Himself.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon
us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. –Ephesians 1:7-10
God has always had a plan. It may have been difficult at times to know
what God is doing from the outside looking in. But Paul tells us here in
Ephesians that at just the right time, God showed us Christ, and that in
Him we see the very center of God’s plan, where all things are united
in the story of Christ.

In Christ, we see that all the fullness of God dwelled in human flesh.
We see that even though sin had broken fellowship between God and
man, God had decided to do something about it in sending Christ. God
had not left his creation to death and abandonment.

In Christ, we see that sin, guilt, shame, and everything else that flows
from the Fall in Genesis 3 is judged. Because of sin, we are condemned
to death, but for those of us who have repented of sin and trusted in
Christ, we see Him as the place where our histories have changed
forever. Our story has gone from one of darkness and hopelessness to
joy and life because of Him.
Christ is the ultimate plan of God. He came to sum up all of God’s
plan, to redeem God’s people from sin and to condemn Satan and his
minions who held us in bondage to sin. And while we only see this
in a dim way now, there is coming a day when “at the name of Jesus,
every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11). Jesus is the fulfillment and the
summation of God’s plan, where all things find their story changing
forever.
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Jesus came that the Spirit of God might dwell in us.
In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of His glory. –Ephesians 1:13-14
Our Heavenly Father desires to be close to us.
Our Heavenly Father desires for us to be with him forever.
Through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross and the present
work of the Holy Spirit in us, our Heavenly Father is accomplishing
both of these desires for us.
Living amongst a people that have a faith different than ours, I’ve seen
how unique these ideas truly are. For them, the idea that God would
desire to be close to us is not only strange, but should invoke a strong
rebuke. For them, the idea that God would dwell in us, ensuring we
gain entrance into His eternal presence, is something beyond their
wildest dreams. Yet these things are what our Father tells us are true
– through Jesus.
Read the next two sentences out loud with me:
My Heavenly Father desires to be close to me.
My Heavenly Father desires that I be with him forever.

Yes, dear brothers and sisters. Our Father surely does.

Take a few minutes and offer this prayer in gratitude to our God.

Heavenly Father, forgive us for taking for granted your Spirit in us.
Forgive us for the times we ignore your prompting to obey and for the
times we dismiss your conviction to turn from sin. Guide us to live out
of the love, joy, peace, and abundance that come through your Holy
Spirit in us. Thank you so much for sending Jesus. Amen.
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Jesus came to crush the serpent’s head.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel. –Genesis 3:15
Genesis 3 is full of really bad news. The first two chapters of the Bible
show just how good things were. A married couple enjoying total and
unashamed intimacy. A garden that had all manner of good food. A God
who kept close communion with Adam and Eve. The Fall in Genesis
3 ruined that paradise. Instead of marital harmony, strife. Instead of
good soil, thorns. More importantly, instead of life and communion
with God, death and separation.
But in the midst of all the curses, Genesis 3:15 shines like a light at the
end of the tunnel. It is a text of hope that promises that all is not lost.
God promises Satan, that crafty serpent who deceived mankind, that
his head will one day be bruised in defeat by an offspring of Eve.

Abraham, Moses, David – all of them, and more beside them, at one
point looked like they might be able to do it. But they all fall into sin
and are unable to bruise Satan’s head. The Old Testament ends with
this promise unfulfilled.

But Jesus came to fulfill that hope in Genesis 3:15, to do battle with
sin and Satan once for all. Unlike all who went before him, Jesus did
not fall prey to Satan’s schemes, but lived the perfect life that nobody
else could live. To all looking with natural eyes, the cross seemed like
another victory for the serpent. But as Jesus rose from the tomb on
the third day, he showed that even though he suffered and died, it was
Satan who ultimately had his head crushed.
Jesus bruised the serpent’s head on Calvary that day. Satan is a
battered enemy because of him. And what Jesus started on that day
will one day be finished when God crushes the serpent under our feet
in glory (Romans 16:20).
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Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
He is the King of glory!
Psalm 24:7-10

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
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