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Church done properly should be the most infectious thing in town! It should be singing our guts 
out, hugging friends & greeting strangers, mixing with young & old, homeless & wealthy, 

passing babies around, crying on shoulders, & sharing food.  
 

Doing church under COVID constraints should be *really* hard, like running a marathon with 
prosthetic legs. But if it's hard, that's evidence that we were doing it right in the first place.  

 
Neighbour love looks different [at this moment]. There's a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 

from embracing, & we're in the latter time. But let's not let the new normal become our true 
normal. Let's long all the more for togetherness in all its forms as we hold back for this season.  

@RebeccMcLaugh (Rebecca McLaughlin) 
 
My heart resonates with that tweet. Many of the very things that I love about our church are 
what makes church so difficult in this moment. I love the fact that the lobby is loud on a Sunday 
(yeah, some of y’all could come on inside at 10:30 am, but I get it). I love when the music fades 
and the voices rise in praise to God, as 350 or so souls declare together God’s worth. I love the 
strollers everywhere and the crowded kids’ rooms, as well as the army of volunteers that love 
and lead those kids to Jesus every week. I love the greeting time, watching Renee Thomason 
trying desperately to find someone to hug! I love the fact that on multiple occasions I’ve had to 
flicker the lights in the main room to get people to leave after church (doesn’t work). And that’s 
just during Sunday morning worship. I love that Maya is overrun with CFC patrons at Sunday 
lunch. I love the potlucks (especially casserole night). I love the fact that almost 90% of our 
church is connected with a Growth Group and is in another members’ home several times a 
month. I love when our church looks like a church. 
 
But we all know that church will look different in the immediate future. We don’t know how long 
we’ll need to take extraordinary measures to meet, only that now we will take those 
measures. In April, the elders recommended that we establish a team of brothers and sisters to 
think through issues related to reopening the church for in-person gatherings. That reopening 
team met together and in sub-teams to consider government guidelines and suggestions, health 
concerns, best practices, and a host of related issues on worship, CFC Kids, and more. The 
thoughts and recommendations of the reopening team were then passed along to the elders for 
final consideration and recommendations to the church at large. What follows are the details of 
this plan.  

 



How Will We Meet? 
 
Our plan is to begin public, in-person gatherings on Sunday, June 7th, at 10:30 am. For the 
purposes of testing our plan, we will do a test service the Sunday before with elders and their 
families, Growth Group leaders and their families, members of the reopening team, and some 
key volunteers. That service will be by invitation only in 
order to control the crowds, but we think that testing our 
plan is vital and wise. On June 7th, however, all are 
invited to come and worship in person. 
 
Before we move on to the details of gathering, I do want 
to point out that the livestream will continue to be 
available. In fact, we are making some significant 
technological investments so that we can offer our 
services with sufficient quality while also conducting the 
service in person. We understand that the in-person 
plan below will not work or be best for everyone in 
our church. That grieves us because we long for the 
day when we can be together again as one body in one building. We miss every one of you! 
But, of course, we probably cannot accomplish that sort of gathering in the short term. There are 
some dear brothers and sisters whose age dictates that they stay away for a season. There are 
other members who are not elderly but immunocompromised in some way. To those members 
who cannot safely attend, please hear this: the elders of Christ Fellowship Church do not 
expect you to risk your health to attend. We want to relieve you of a burdened conscience in 
this regard. Of course, everyone must be “fully convinced in his own mind” (Romans 14:5) about 
what is best and right in regards to their attendance, but we do not understand this as 
“neglecting to meet together” (Hebrews 10:25). That sin is reserved for willful indifference to the 
assembly. We do not think staying home during this unique moment constitutes intentional 
indifference to the command to gather.  
 
For those that do plan on attending in person, here is what you should expect. First, we do 
plan to be highly structured in both arrival and dismissal. You will notice signage as you 
approach the building, guiding you on a variety of matters. Importantly, you will see warning 
signs regarding health. I’ll say now what you’ll see and hear over and over: if you are sick, 
feeling ill, or running a fever, you should not be attending. That is extremely important, as 
we all know.  
 
We’ll observe social distancing as we enter the building. We’ll have hand sanitizer stations at 
the doors for everyone’s use. We’ll have the doors open to eliminate touching. We will close 
most of the building, including single-use bathrooms and the cry room. A hospitality team will be 
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assisting, but they will not have handouts (we’ll use the digital liturgy on our phones or you can 
print your own) and there will be no coffee (and all God’s people said, “Boo”). 
 
Upon entering the main room, you’ll see a seating arrangement that looks something like this:  
 

 
 
All sections of seats are spaced 6 feet apart, and there are a variety of groupings. Our ushers 
and staff will help you (and your group, if you are with others) to find seats that maximize 
seating capacity. We ask that you enter with whom you intend to sit. We have approximately 
240 seats in the room as it’s currently configured. 
 
The worship service itself will be essentially the same with some slight modifications for 
the sake of reducing common touchpoints. As I mentioned before, we’ll rely on phones for 
the worship guide, or you can print your own beforehand. We won’t have a mutual greeting with 
hugs or shaking of hands. We will strive for succinctness in several areas since we may have 

more children in the room. We won’t pass 
the offering baskets but will place offering 
boxes at the doors as you exit. And 
regarding the Lord’s Supper, we do plan 
to celebrate communion, but we will do it 
quite differently. We have purchased 
individually packaged bread and juice that 
will be set beneath each chair on the 
Monday before the service. Even that 
distribution will be done by one staff member 
who has taken sanitary precautions 
beforehand. Of course, we do not expect 

every member to feel comfortable taking the Lord’s Supper in this manner. Those members may 
simply refrain from taking the elements while giving thanks to God in their hearts for Christ and 
His body, much as those who cannot join in person will do. 
 
Parents, you will receive an additional email in the next day or two with further details, 
but we do want to speak directly to you about kids in worship. We are mindful that having 
no CFC Kids makes things difficult for you. We are saddened about this as well, and we are 
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making plans for when that day comes, as well as what we can do to help your family in the 
meantime. But we do hope to see kids in the room. We love your kids! So, we are thinking 
through ways to support you during the service much like we have done during shortened 
Christmas Eve services. We plan to incorporate some songs that are easily learned and sung 
by children. We will open the youth room for parents of young children who need to go out of the 
service for a few moments to tend to their child. We will have a CFC classroom designated for 
changing diapers. And, in the main room, we expect noise. That’s a sound of life, and God is the 
author of life. So, we’ll praise God for those weekly reminders. 
 
The same basic idea of an orderly flow will apply for dismissal. We’ll have a staff member who 
will guide us through an appropriate and timely exit, row-by-row or section-by-section. 
We regret that we can’t have our normal times of talking and fellowshiping after the service, but 
those conversations will need to take place outdoors or in homes later in the week. We suggest 
the front of the building for those after-service conversations so that foot traffic in the plaza can 
be unhindered. 
 
A particularly difficult question for all churches (and all of society, really) is the question of 
masks and facial coverings. We understand that there are differences of opinion here among 
our members, even as there are differences of scientific opinion on this question. We’ve spent 
time listening to doctors in our church, and, like you, 
we’ve done our fair share of reading and listening on 
this issue. We considered three main options: 
requiring, recommending, or personal 
responsibility/choice. After deliberation, we feel 
united in recommending facial coverings during 
three “moments”: entering the building, exiting 
the building, and during congregational singing. 
We think those three moments have a greater 
potential for spread than any other, and we want 
everyone in our congregation to feel a freedom to 
worship the Lord without being distracted for health 
reasons. To put it another way, we are trying to 
optimize health conditions so that we can 
optimize an environment where everyone feels 
comfortable in that space. We plan to have masks 
available on site for those who have forgotten to bring 
one or who don’t have one already. Also, we will 
make exceptions for those who are leading singing or 
who are speaking. We recognize that seeing the 
mouth is important in understanding what is said, and 
we want our praise and our preaching to be 
intelligible. 
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Of course, not everyone will or should take this recommendation on facial coverings. Some in 
our church can’t or shouldn’t wear masks or facial coverings for health reasons. Others may 
simply not agree with this recommendation. We understand that, and we want to work just as 
hard at charitable spirits on both sides as we do on sanitary measures throughout our building. 
Nevertheless, we’re asking everyone to prayerfully consider this for this season of time so 
that we can both mitigate spread and have more of our congregation in attendance. We 
plan to revisit this question in a couple of months, and we certainly welcome your feedback on 
the issue. We are seeking the Lord’s will and wisdom here. 

Some Pastoral Guidance and a Plea 
 

But Joseph said to [his brothers], “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 

kept alive, as they are today.” (Genesis 50:19–20) 

The story of Joseph provides a crucial theological reminder that participants in the same story 
often act with cross-purposes. Joseph’s brothers meant to take his life from him. They cast him 
into a pit and they sold him into slavery. They wanted to be rid of their brother, but they were not 
the only actors in that story. Yes, they were responsible, but God is not a mere onlooker. He’s a 
sovereign King, and the rest of the Joseph narrative reveals how God orchestrated this so that 
He might preserve many lives through Joseph. The same event, but different designs. Of 
course, the cross is that same principle writ large. The world meant to take the life of Jesus, but 
God meant to save the world by Jesus. Cross-purposes, indeed!  
 
Why do I remind us of that truth right now? Well, we can be sure that the Evil One has designs 
and purposes for the church in this pandemic. He is a liar, the enemy of life, and the 
divider-in-chief. He would love nothing more than to see brothers and sisters at Christ 
Fellowship Church turn against one another as we seek to gather again. Church, he trembles at 
the thought of us worshiping together again! We should expect the full force of hell in these 
days. We should expect the Evil One to tempt us with suspicious and uncharitable thoughts of 
one another. We should expect the Evil One to leverage in unholy ways legitimate 
disagreements about social distancing and facial coverings and kids’ policies. We should expect 
him to whisper judgmental thoughts in our ears and to suggest unkind thoughts to our hearts. 
Joseph’s brothers meant evil in that one instance. The Evil One means evil in every instance. 
 
But remember our truth—how God means things for good, regardless of the Evil One’s 
intentions. What might God mean during this season? Wouldn’t it be just like God to turn all 
this back on Satan’s head? Wouldn’t it be just like God to take a potentially divisive situation and 
forge deeper unity in the church because of it? What if we were to get to August or September 
with greater solidarity than we have even now? Wouldn’t that be a great testimony to the Lord’s 
power and sovereignty? It would, and God can do that. So, that’s what I’m praying for and in 
faith expecting. That is what I’m asking you to join me and the elders in during this season. A 
great exercise of humility and patience, the mind of Christ in the hearts of His people, “Who, 
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though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). May it be our clear testimony at the end of all this that 
God meant and did good among us during this season. 
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