
Christ Fellowship Church September 25th, 2022 

October 2nd: Ecclesiastes 4:1-16 

Ecclesiastes: A Matter of Time 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 

Wisdom: Our Times Are in God’s Hands (3:1-15) 

• What does the poem (vv. 2-8) mean? 

o The poem is not simply telling us when to do things and when not to do things. 

• Yes, there are appropriate times to do things. 

• But no one chooses when to be born. 

o The point of the poem is that seasons come and go apart from our choice or control. 

• So many things are occasioned for us, not ordered by us. 

• The lack of order in the poem matches the feeling of the seasons of life. 

• What do we learn from this? 

o Time seeks to apprentice us into humility—we are creatures, not kings. 

o But there is another way to live—under and for the true King. 

• The introduction of God’s sovereignty in v. 11 reminds us that God alone controls 
our days and all days. 

• We cannot know the end from the beginning, but we can trust the One who does. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
(Hebrews 11:1)  

What shall I say? A holy and good God has covered us with a dark cloud. O that we 
may kiss the rod, and lay our hands on our mouths! The Lord has done it. He has 
made me adore his goodness, that we had him so long. But my God lives; and he 
has my heart. O what a legacy my husband, and your father, has left us! We are 
all given to God, and there I am, and love to be. (Sarah Edwards) 

• Application: 

o Wisdom calls us to express gratitude in times of blessing. 

o Wisdom calls us to do good with the days we have. 

Each generation has its work assigned it by the sovereign Lord; and each person in the 
generation has his also. And now is our time. We could not be useful in the generation 
that went before us; for then we were not: nor can we [be useful] personally in that 
which shall come after us; for then we shall be off the stage. Now is our time; let us not 
neglect usefulness in our generation. (Thomas Boston) 
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Warning: We Will Be in God’s Hands Soon Enough (3:16-22) 

• The second half of the chapter is connected with the first by v. 17: 

o “There is a time for every matter and for every work.” 

o There is a (coming) time for judgment, just like there is a time for every other season. 

• We must come to terms that we cannot run the world better than God. 

o Faith must preside at the point of injustice. 

o All the world is and will be held accountable to God—it’s just a matter of time. 

• This season (and life) of injustice shows us our sinfulness—we are like beasts. (vv. 18-20) 

o We are brutish in this life. 

o We are beastlike in death. 

o We are incapable of seeing what happens after death. 

• The point—we are accountable to God and not the other way around. 

o So live in faith in your assigned plot. 

o So live in fear before your Creator. 

So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
(Matthew 10:26–28)  


