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December 11th: John 1:29-34 

The Gospel according to John: Great Witness 
John 1:19-28 

 
Only God is great! (Jean Baptiste Massillon) 

Our witness must be marked with humility 

• John denied any personal greatness. 

o He was the prophetic herald of the Messiah… 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes. (Malachi 4:5) 

For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept 
it, he is Elijah who is to come. (Matthew 11:13-14)  

o But John did not detect as much significance in his own ministry as Jesus did. (D.A. 
Carson) 

• John had great privileges to claim. 

• But John had a greater person to proclaim. 

• Application: 

o Do we think of our lives existing for a greater purpose and a greater Person? 

Evangelism is simply one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread. 

o Pray for opportunities to point people to Jesus. 

Our witness must be marked by clarity 

• John quotes from Isaiah 40:3 to characterize his ministry. 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:1-5) 

• Jesus performs the greater deliverance of those who are captive to sin.  

o Comfort can be found by God’s people… 

o If repentance is found among God’s people. 
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• Application: 

o If you’ve not trusted Christ, let go of your sin and lay hold of Jesus. 

o If you’ve trusted Christ, embrace the testifying mission God has given you. 

• Know that preaching repentance will never be easy. 

And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20)  

• Know that preaching repentance will always be necessary. 

Our witness must be marked by eternity. 

• Like John, we are sent so that the eyes of the blind may be opened. 

Christ is still standing among many who neither see, nor know, nor believe. The vast majority 
have neither an eye to see Him, nor an ear to hear Him. The spirit of slumber seems poured out 
upon them. Money, and pleasure, and the world they know; but they know not Christ. The 
kingdom of God is close to them; but they sleep. Salvation is within their reach; but they sleep. 
Mercy, grace, peace, heaven, eternal life, are so nigh that they might touch them; and yet they 
sleep. (J.C. Ryle) 

• It’s our privilege to help others prepare for eternity. 

Meditate with deep solemnity upon the fate of the lost sinner, and, like Abraham, when you get 
up early to go to the place where you commune with God, cast an eye toward Sodom and see the 
smoke thereof going up like the smoke of a furnace.  Shun all views of future punishment which 
would make it appear less terrible, and so take off the edge of your anxiety to save immortals 
from the quenchless flame. 

• We can be great witnesses… 

o Not because we’re great, but because God is great. 

o Indeed, only God is great! 


