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March 19th: John 6:22-59 

The Gospel according to John: Getting the Clues 
John 6:1-21 

Clues that Jesus is doing something 

• These stories are not intended to teach morals but to teach Christ. 

o John recorded certain stories to make faith-compelling points. 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30–31)  

o So, we need to think about the point that John intends with these two stories. 

• We certainly learn about the kind heart of Jesus. 

o In the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus is the embodiment of hospitality—the Great Host. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. (Psalm 23:5)  

Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift 
up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. (John 4:35)  

We will give cheerfully and generously to the support of the church, the relief of the 
poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nation. (CFC Church Covenant) 

o In the walking on the water, Jesus is the calm in the eye of the storm. 

• The Lord cares about out cares. 

• Jesus speaks to our deepest fears and greatest anxieties. 

• Above all, we learn about the divine nature of Jesus. 

o The events in John 6 happen around Passover, a festival of remembrance for deliverance. 

• Mentioning the Passover puts the stories of Exodus in our mind. 

• John 6 has all sorts of parallels to the Exodus account. 

o A mountaintop setting. 

o A prophet who shepherds a great multitude and does signs and wonders. 

o The miraculous provision of food. 

o The crossing of water as though it were dry land. 

o John wants us to see that Jesus is doing a new and greater work of salvation. 
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• That’s why there are twelve baskets left over—a new Israel. 

• That’s why Jesus says “It is I” to the disciples—a divine revelation. 

o John tells us what Jesus wants us to know, which is that He is God’s Son! 

Clueless responses to Jesus 

• The crowd had a view of Jesus that was too earthly. 

o There are clues that the crowds were following and praising for the wrong reasons. 

o They rejoiced when Jesus provided but resisted when Jesus preached. (John 6:24, 25, 41, 
52, 66) 

• Are we like those people in the crowd? Sign-seeking but Word resistant? 

• Do we follow the King or try and play the king in our lives? 

• The disciples had a view of Jesus that was too low. 

o Jesus asked Philip the question to test him and us. 

o Philip had seen Jesus do this before, yet his instincts of faith were still lacking. 

• What have you seen the Lord do? 

• Is God’s history of faithfulness in your life leading to greater trust in your life? 

Those that, like Israel, have been witnesses of Christ's works, and have shared in 
the benefit of them, are inexcusable if they say, "Can he furnish a table in the 
wilderness?" 

We are apt thus to distrust God's power when visible and ordinary means fail, that 
is, to trust him no further than we can see him. (Matthew Henry) 

o Ask: 

• Does your prayer life demonstrate dependence on Jesus? 

• Do you think there are things that are just too big for Jesus to handle? 

• Do you serve others by laboring in prayer for them, asking God to provide? 

• Do you esteem Jesus as truly great and truly generous? 


