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Liturgy for Sunday, January 16, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 
 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 
give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have 
this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. (Revelation 21:1-7) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 
1:2) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “How Great Thou Art” 
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2) “The Solid Rock” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  (Alicia Hunsberger) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Jason Kirk) 
 

15See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another 
and to everyone. 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:15-18) 
 
9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. (1 
Thessalonians 5:9-10) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
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3) “Man of Sorrows” 
 
4) “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
  



Christ Fellowship Church January 16th, 2022 

January 23rd: 1 Timothy 

Words of Life: Loyalty 
1-2 Thessalonians 

 
So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 
33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. (Matt 10:32–33)  

 
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

(1 Timothy 1:17)  
 

The conviction behind loyalty 
 

• The Thessalonians were convinced and confessed that Jesus was King over all. (1:8-10) 
 
And when [the crowd] could not find [Paul and Silas], they dragged Jason and some of the brothers 
before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have 
come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of 
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” (Acts 17:6–7)  
 
For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (1 Thess. 1:9–10)  
 

• Application: 
 

o Do we believe in a risen, reigning, and returning King? 
 

o Do we live in light of a risen, reigning, and returning King? 
 

Christians should live waiting lives. We wait for our salvation to be completed. We wait for 
our innocence to be demonstrated. We wait for final gratification and final joy. We wait for 
Christ to be revealed to the world and to all who hope in him. We wait for the worries and 
pains of this life to end and the war with sin to end. We wait for God's name to be fully 
vindicated. In short, we wait for Jesus, the Son of God, to come from heaven and rescue us 
from the coming wrath. (Mark Dever) 

 
The life of loyalty 

 
• We should be responsive to God’s Word. 

 
o Paul ministered in light of Christ’s heavenly reign. (2:1-12) 

 
o The church showed radical receptivity to Christ’s heavenly Word. (2:13-16) 

 
§ They received the Word through hearing. 

 
§ They accepted the Word through faith. 

 
• We should be reflective of God’s holiness. 

 
o Growth in holiness follows growth in love. (3:11-13) 

 
§ Holiness involves abstinence from sin. 
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• From sexual immorality of all kinds. 

 
• From self-indulgence and laziness. 

 
§ Holiness involves affection for God. 

 
There are two ways in which a practical moralist may attempt to displace from the 
human heart its love of the world - either by a demonstration of the world's vanity, so 
as that the heart shall be prevailed upon simply to withdraw its regards from an object 
that is not worthy of it; or, by setting forth another object, even God, as more worthy 
of its attachment, so as that the heart shall be prevailed upon not to resign an old 
affection, which shall have nothing to succeed it, but to exchange an old affection for 
a new one. (Thomas Chalmers) 
 

o Love for God and love for neighbor leads to a compelling life together. (5:12-22) 
 

§ Covenant membership is not about privileges but about priestly work. 
 

§ Christ calls us to give our lives for the sake of others. 
 

The comfort in loyalty 
 

• Apparently, the church was confused about the Day of the Lord. 
 

o Paul tells them that rebellion will precede the return. (2 Thess. 2:1-12) 
 

§ We should be on guard against deception by knowing the truth. (2 Thess. 2:2-3) 
 

§ We should be at peace in this world because Jesus is reigns. (2 Thess. 2:8) 
 

o Most importantly, the return will be sudden. (1 Thess. 5:1-11) 
 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:27–28)  
 

• Greater than our loyalty to Him is His loyalty to us! (4:13-18) 
 

o Sooner than we think, the Lord will return in power and glory. 
 

o His return is our great hope! 
 

But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are 
all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So 
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who 
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet 
the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
might live with him. (1 Thessalonians 5:4–10)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “O Praise the Name” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (David Morrison) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would live out all of our days in faithfulness to Christ as we await that 
Day when he comes again to judge the world and take his people home.  
 
For Our City 
 

For Faith Presbyterian Church, pastor Jason Sterling, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 

For our nation, that God would heal our country of the sin of racism, that we would work to 
bring about significant change in areas where there is rampant social injustice, and that local 
churches around our nation would be diverse pictures of the reconciliation found in the 
gospel. 
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And that God would change the hearts of our lawmakers and elected officials to see the evil 
of abortion, that as a nation we would move toward ending this horrible practice, that our 
culture of death would be transformed into one that cherishes life at every stage. Also, for 
those who have had abortions or paid for abortions, that they would know the freeing and 
forgiving power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
For Our World 
 

For the nation of China: that Chinese believers would persevere in the face of persecution; 
that churches in China would be willing to take the gospel to the unreached parts of the 
country; that the government would end its abuse of the rights of citizens; and that God 
would remove leaders to seek to stop the spread of the gospel and bring harm on their 
people. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls 
you is faithful; he will surely do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Day of Fasting & Prayer – Wednesday, January 19th  
On Wednesday, January 19, we’re encouraging the church to set aside some part of the day for 
prayer and fasting for justice in our land—justice for all people from womb to tomb, regardless of 
income, stage of life, or ethnicity. God loves justice (Micah 6:8), and we should work for justice (like 
all people) and we should pray for justice (because we’re God’s people). For those who are able to 
miss lunch, we will meet for an informal time of prayer that day at noon in the worship room. 
 
Membership Matters Class – Sunday, January 23rd at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership Matters 
class on Sunday, January 23rd at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of the process of 
becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in attending, please sign up 
at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org 
with any questions.  
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness Continues Next Sunday  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. The 
class is seven weeks long.  
 
Women’s Winter Book Studies — Starting in January! 
We are starting two book studies in January, one on Monday nights, and one on Wednesday 
mornings. The Wednesday study will be on the Book of 1 Peter and led by Brittany Mann. It will be 
at the church, from 9:30-11:00am, with childcare provided. There will also be a study of Gentle & 
Lowly, led by Lynn Parrish, on Monday evenings at 7:30pm via zoom, with a few meetings in 
person. To sign up, please visit cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Resumes this Tuesday  
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:20am. You can find the 
schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
Brazil Trip – May 13-22, 2022 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates of 
that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2250. We hope to take 20-30 
members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, pharmacist, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are not 
medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you are interested in going, please visit 
cfcbirmingham.org/brazil22 to learn about the next steps. Any questions about the trip can be 
directed to Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
College Lunch after Church on Sunday, January 16th  
All college students are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall following the Sunday service on 
January 16th. Contact Jonathan Shepard (205) 792-6403 with any questions. 
 
Ladies Held Gathering – Thursday, January 20th 
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Join us for dinner, fellowship, and encouragement! We will hear from Krystal Brummit on how to 
study our Bibles and know God better. Also, at this event, we will introduce an exciting addition to 
women’s ministry at CFC!  
Sign up at cfcbirmingam.org/women. 
 


