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Liturgy for Sunday, January 2, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:2) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Psalm 100” 
 
2) “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Philippians 4:4-9  (Alex LaGanke) 
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Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray)  
 

14Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. (Philippians 2:14-16) 

 
6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Amazing Grace” 
 
4) “All Glory Be to Christ” 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Daniel Barriault)  
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January 9th: Colossians 

 
Words of Life: Rejoicing 

Philippians 
 

Main Point: 

The good news of God’s work in the world and the church through the person and work of Jesus Christ 

is cause for Paul, the Church at Philippi, and all of us to rejoice. 

 
Four ways God’s work in the world causes Paul to rejoice in Philippians… 

 
• Paul rejoices in an abundant, Spirit-filled life. (1:1-30) 

 
o Paul’s abundant, Spirit-filled, and exemplary life is evident in three ways in chapter one: 

 
§ Paul loving the people of God. (1:1-11) 

 
For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of  
Christ Jesus. (1:8) 

 
§ Paul longing for people to know God. (1:12-18) 

 
The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but  
thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. 
(1:17-18) 

 
§ Paul laying his life down for the sake of the Kingdom of God. (1:19-30) 

 
As it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but  
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
(1:20-21) 
 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the  
ground apart from your Father. (Matthew 10:29) 
 

o Paul’s rejoicing was not boasting in himself but recognizing the Spirit’s work in his life 
and inviting others to experience the joy of obedience as well.  
 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. (Hebrews 13:7) 

 
• Paul rejoices in the absolute faithfulness of Christ. (2:1-30) 

 
o Jesus faithfully models the life of submission to God and service to others that we 

should have lived. (2:3-11) 
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§ Questions to consider:  

• How can I better look out for the interests of others? 
• Are there places in my life where I am acting in selfish ambition instead of 

service to God and neighbor? 
 

o As we rejoice in the example of Jesus’s faithfulness, we will grow in faithfulness 
ourselves. (2:19-30) 

 
§ Timothy and Epaphroditus serve as concrete examples of what it looks like for 

ordinary Christians to obey what Paul urges believers to do in 2:3-5.  
 

• Paul rejoices in the glory of the gospel. (3:1-21) 
 
And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but  
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith
—that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. (3:9-11) 

 
o The gospel must be our continual motivation and a constant reason for rejoicing. (3:12-

16) 
 

o In the gospel God saves us; in the gospel God strengthens us; in the gospel God sustains 
us, and through the gospel God will bring us home. (3:20-21) 

 
 

• Paul rejoices in the gift of gospel partnership. (4:1-23) 
 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. (1:3-5) 

 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the 
Lord, my beloved. (4:1) 

 
o The primary place we find gospel partnership is in the local church. 

 
o We have the duty of modeling faithfulness to brothers and sisters younger than us in the 

faith and we have the honor of learning from saints further on their walk with the Lord.  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “In Christ Alone” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Robby Head) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church: that our love would abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that we may approve what is excellent and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ (Phil. 1:9-10); that our manner of life would be worthy of the gospel of Christ 
(Phil. 1:27); and that we would rejoice in the Lord in all circumstances.  
 
For Our City 
 
For Urban Hope Community Church, pastor Alton Hardy, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For president Joe Biden and all other elected officials, that they would use authority for the 
benefit of others; that they would act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly; and that they 
would exercise discernment and wisdom in governing our cities, states, and nation. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Afghanistan: that even as many gospel workers were forced to flee in 
recent months, God would send more to this country and that he would protect those that 
go; that God would sustain the faith and strengthen the witness of Afghan believers and 
churches; and that for the good of the Afghan people, God would put an end to terrorism 
and violence there. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

20Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
New Bookmark Available in the Commons 
If you are following along with the Words of Life reading plan, grab the January-February 
bookmark from the table in the commons on your way out the door this morning! 
 
CFC Kids Volunteers Needed 
With the new year approaching, we need to add one additional classroom and replace a few 
volunteers in CFC Kids. We particularly have needs in our preschool classes. If you are not yet 
involved in CFC Kids but would like to be, please email Maggie Irby at 
mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.  
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness and Dating Starts January 9th  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating starting January 9th at 9:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. We hope this class provides encouragement and help for those who are in this 
stage of life and equips those who want to care for single brothers and sisters better. The class 
is seven weeks long. You can sign up on the CFC website. 
 
Women’s Winter Book Studies — Starting in January! 
Book Studies — We are starting two book studies in January, one on Monday nights, and one 
on Wednesday mornings. The Wednesday study will be on the Book of 1 Peter and led by 
Brittany Mann. It will be at the church, from 9:30-11:00am, with childcare provided. There will 
also be a study of Gentle & Lowly, led by Lynn Parrish, on Monday evenings at 7:30pm via 
zoom, with a few meetings in person. To sign up, please 
visit https://www.cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Takes a Break until January 11th  
Guys, we’ll take some time off for the rest of December and we’ll get back at it on January 11.  
 
Brazil Trip – May 13-22, 2022 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates 
of that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2250. We hope to take 
20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, pharmacist, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are 
not medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you are interested in going, please 
visit cfcbirmingham.org/brazil22 to learn about the next steps. Any questions about the trip can 
be directed to Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
Bookstall 
If you are looking for some good books, check out the bookstall in the commons. One of our 
pastors, Ryan Adams, works to keep it stocked with theologically rich and practically helpful 
books at a discounted price. You can also find a great selection of kids books as well. 
Purchases can be made through Venmo.  


