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Liturgy for Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2  He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 
3  He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness 
 for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, 
 they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 forever. (Psalm 23) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
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God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

2He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. 
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out…11I am 
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:2-3, 11) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Nothing But the Blood” 
 
2) “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Ezekiel 34:1-16  (Sara Barriault) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Ryan Adams) 
 

6But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7for we brought nothing into the world, and 
we cannot take anything out of the world. 8But if we have food and clothing, with these we 
will be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 

 
15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example 
to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:15-17) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
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He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “All I Have Is Christ” 
 
4) “I’d Rather Have Jesus” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Vasu Thorpe) 
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January 30th: 2 Timothy 

Words of Life: Church 
1 Timothy 

 
I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 

household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. (1 Tim 3:14–15) 

What We Must Prioritize in the Church (1 Timothy 1) 

• Some background: 
 

o Timothy, an associate of Paul’s, remained in Ephesus to bring order to the church. (v. 3) 
 

o Paul had predicted false teaching in Ephesus some years earlier. 
 
I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 
30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. (Acts 20:29–30) 

o God condemns misuse of spiritual authority and commends right use of spiritual authority. 
 

§ Authority can be misused and abused. 
 

§ Timothy was to use his authority to bless others in the church. 
 

• The highest priority in the church must be the gospel, rightly preached and obeyed. 
 

o Paul warns against false doctrine that promotes speculation and vain discussion. (1:4, 6) 
 

o Paul commands right doctrine that leads to changed lives and evident love. (1:5) 
 

• Application 
 

o The gospel is powerful, so believe it today. 
 

o The gospel is precious, so uphold it always. 
 
 

What We Should Practice in the Church (1 Timothy 2-5) 

• Men and women who live according to God’s design. (2:1-15) 
 

o All of us should aspire to live quiet and prayerful lives. (2:1-7) 
 

o We all have warnings to heed. 
 

§ Men are warned against arrogance and aggression. (2:8) 
 

§ Women are warned against immodesty and lack of self-control. (2:9-10) 
 

o We all have distinct roles to play. 
 

§ Paul forbids confusion or elimination of gender distinctions in the church. (2:11-15) 
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§ Paul commends embracing God’s created order and God’s holy Word. 

 
• Elders and deacons who serve according to God’s Word. (3:1-4:16) 

 
o Elders and deacons are called to live exemplary lives. 

 
o Elders are called to teach and lead the church; deacons are called to serve and help the 

church. 
 
We will submit to the leadership of elders who have been entrusted by God to serve and care 
for this body by teaching the Word of Christ to us and modeling the character of Christ 
before us, and we will affirm deacons as leading servants in the church. (CFC Church 
Covenant) 
 

• Brothers and sisters who disciple God’s people. (5:1-25) 
 

o Paul outlines a mutual concern for the spiritual growth of other Christians in a local church. 
 
We will humbly and gently confront one another and receive correction from one another in 
accordance with a New Testament understanding of church discipline and restoration. (CFC 
Church Covenant) 

 
o Our behavior matters, and our behavior is not always in step with the gospel we preach. 

 
o We need brothers and sisters to rebuke unbelief and encourage obedience.  

 
Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are 
the kisses of an enemy. (Proverbs 27:5–6)  
 
 

What God Promises to the Church (1 Timothy 6) 

• Paul closes the letter by holding out the great hope of persevering faith. 
 

o The faithful will receive eternal life. 
 

o The crown jewel of eternal life is God Himself… 
 
The blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has 
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To 
him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:15–16)  
 

• Application: 
 

o There is nothing necessarily wrong with being rich in this age. 
 

o There is everything tragic about being poor in the age to come. 
 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of that which is truly life. (1 Timothy 6:18–19)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Lev Bragg) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For the elders of our church: that these men would all care for this body by teaching the 
Word of Christ to us and by modeling the character of Christ before us, that they would 
guard and promote unity in our congregation, and that as a body we would support and 
submit to their leadership. Also, for our deacons, that God would use their service in various 
areas of this church to bless our congregation and extend our ministry outside these walls. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Mountain Brook Community Church, pastor Tim Kallam, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For our President Joe Biden and all who are in high positions, that they may govern in such 
a way that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way (1 Tim. 
2:2).  
 
For Our World 
 

For C&E, CFC ministry partners who are serving in the Middle East, that God would bless 
them with fruit from the ministry opportunities that they currently have, that he would open 
doors for more opportunities, that they might be bold in their proclamation of the gospel, 
and that God would protect their family from the evil one and from the government’s 
knowledge of their work. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  



   
6 

What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Membership Matters Class – Today at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership Matters 
class today at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of the process of becoming a 
member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in attending, please sign up at 
cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with 
any questions.  
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness Continues Next Sunday  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. The 
class is seven weeks long.  
 
Women’s Winter Book Studies — Starting in January! 
We are starting two book studies in January, one on Monday nights, and one on Wednesday 
mornings. The Wednesday study will be on the Book of 1 Peter and led by Brittany Mann. It will be 
at the church, from 9:30-11:00am, with childcare provided. There will also be a study of Gentle & 
Lowly, led by Lynn Parrish, on Monday evenings at 7:30pm via zoom, with a few meetings in 
person. To sign up, please visit cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Resumes this Tuesday  
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:20am. You can find the 
schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
Brazil Trip – May 13-22, 2022 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates of 
that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2250. We hope to take 20-30 
members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, pharmacist, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are not 
medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you are interested in going, please visit 
cfcbirmingham.org/brazil22 to learn about the next steps. Any questions about the trip can be 
directed to Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 


