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Liturgy for Sunday, January 3, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 

Building Notes: 
• Face Coverings: After reviewing the state-wide mask order, we have decided to 

continue requiring the wearing of facial coverings by all adults during entering and 
exiting the building and while singing. We also recommend the wearing of facial 
coverings during the entirety of the service. The current statewide ordinance 
encourages masks for kids over six years old. We understand that this may be 
difficult for some kids, so we are leaving this up to each parent as to when to allow 
their own kids to remove their masks once they are seated. We would recommend 
kids over six to wear masks during entrance, exit, singing, and any other time they 
are not in their seats. This guidance will be reviewed as we have more information 
and direction from the governor or local officials. 

• Nursing Mothers: We are now using the adjacent mothers’ room for additional 
worship seating. There is still space for nursing mothers in the Nursery room on the 
Kids Hallway.  

• The youth room is now (and again) serving as an overflow room. Additional seating 
is available in there, along with the service livestream.   

• There is no Elementary Sunday School lesson today. All kids K-5th will remain in the 
service the entire time.  

• We still have a “Wiggle Room” designated in the Kids Hallway for parents of 
younger kids who need a minute to calm down. You can find those to the left down 
the Kids Hallway. 

 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
 sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
 he is to be feared above all gods. 
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5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
 tremble before him, all the earth! 
10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12  let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13  before the LORD, for he comes, 
 for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, 
 and the peoples in his faithfulness. (Psalm 96) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

Leader: “The Lord be with you!” 
 
All: “And also with you!” 
 
Leader: “Lift up your hearts.” 
 
All: “We lift them to the Lord.” 
 
Leader: “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.” 
 
All: “It is right to give him thanks and praise.” 

 
 
Songs 
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1) “How Great Thou Art” 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
And when I think that God His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 
 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, My God how great Thou art 
 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul my Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
 

2) “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, all the saints adore Thee 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea 
Cherubim and Seraphim falling down before Thee 
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Who wert and art and evermore shall be 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, though the darkness hides Thee 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see 
Only Thou art holy, there is none besides Thee 
Perfect in power love and purity 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea 
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity 
 

 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray) 

 
27So God created man in his own image, 
 in the image of God he created him; 
 male and female he created them. 
28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:27-28) 

 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 
1:15-20) 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 

All creatures of our God and King 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou, burning sun with golden beam 
Thou, silver moon with softer gleam 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Let all things their Creator bless 
And worship Him in humbleness 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
All the Redeemed washed by His blood 
Come and rejoice in His great love 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Christ has defeated every sin 
Cast all your burdens now on Him 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
He shall return in pow’r to reign 
Heaven and earth will join to say 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Then who shall fall on bended knee? 
All creatures of our God and King 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

4) “Speak, O Lord” 
 
Speak O Lord as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory 
 
Teach us Lord, full obedience 
Holy reverence, true humility 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority 
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Words of power that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 
 
Speak O Lord and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity 
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us 
Speak O Lord till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 
 
 

 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  



Christ Fellowship Church January 3rd, 2021 

January 10th: Genesis 12-50 

Words of Life: Beginnings 
Genesis 1-11 

 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. (Luke 24:27) 
 

My soul clings to the dust; give me life according to your word! (Psalm 119:25) 
 
 

4 Foundations in the First Chapters of the Bible 
 

Foundation #1 – God is our good Creator. 

• The very first truths taught in Holy Scripture are that God is singular in essence and sovereign over all. 
 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)  
 

• There is no other God than the God of the Bible. 
 

o Moses was writing to people who had grown up in a world of many gods. 
 

o The creation account is a demonstration of Israel’s basic confession: 
 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4)  
 

To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17)  

 
• The God of the Bible is the Lord of everything and everyone. 

 
o God’s creation demonstrates care and craftsmanship: 

 
Day 1 – Light (night and day) à  Day 4 – Sun, moon, and stars 
Day 2 – Sky and seas à Day 5 – Birds and fish 
Day 3 – Land and vegetation à  Day 6 – Land animals and humans 

 
o As the good Creator, all of creation is accountable to Him. 

 
§ The debate over creation and evolution is not merely about science. 

 
§ The debate over creation and evolution is about Lordship and life. 

 
Q:  What is the chief end of man? 
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. (Westminster Catechism) 

 
Foundation #2 – We are God’s special creation. 

• Both men and women are created with inherent worth and equal dignity. 
 
You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and 
their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, 
and exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors. (C.S. Lewis) 



Christ Fellowship Church January 3rd, 2021 
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• Both men and women have a royal purpose in life—to reflect (“image”) God everywhere. 

 
Foundation #3 – Sin is deadly and disastrous. 

• Notice the effects of sin in Genesis 3: 
 

o We see broken fellowship between God and man. (Genesis 3:8) 
 

o We see broken fellowship between man and woman. (Genesis 3:11-12, 16) 
 

o We see a broken kingship in creation. (Genesis 3:17-19) 
 

• And all this is illustrated in the history that unfolds. 
 

o Cain slew Abel, his brother. (Genesis 4) 
 

o Lamech, from the line of Cain, boasted of his violence. (Genesis 4:23-24) 
 

o The generation of the flood was exceedingly wicked. (Genesis 6:5) 
 

o All this culminates in the Tower of Babel, an exercise in pride and arrogance. (Genesis 11:1-9) 
 

• Application: 
 

o There is nothing small or insignificant about sin. 
 

o Our only hope is the undeserved mercy of God. 
 

Foundation #4 – God is wonderfully merciful. 

• God promised Noah that He would never destroy the earth again in this way. (Genesis 9:11) 
 

• That promise of mercy makes way for an even greater promise of mercy. 
 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and 
above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:14–15) 
 
The condition of humanity after the cataclysmic judgement remains the same after the flood as it was 
before; so the judgment has not altered or changed the condition of the human heart. The implication is 
that God would be completely justified in wiping out every generation of humanity by means of a great 
judgment. There is only one reason why he does not; because of his own grace and mercy. The earth is 
maintained and preserved in spite of the human situation. Thus the covenant made with Noah creates a 
firm stage of history where God can work out his plan for rescuing his fallen world. (Gentry and Wellum) 
 

• Application:  
 

o Have you trusted in this God for mercy through Christ? 
 

o Have you thanked God for the hope of Christ? 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Behold Our God” 

 
Who has held the oceans in His hand? 
Who has numbered every grain of sand? 
Kings and nations tremble at His voice 
All creation rises to rejoice 
 
Behold our God seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King, nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him! 
 
Who has given counsel to the Lord? 
Who can question any of His words? 
Who can teach the One who knows all things? 
Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds? 
 
Behold our God seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King, nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him! 
 
Who has felt the nails upon His hands 
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man? 
God eternal, humbled to the grave 
Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign 
 
Behold our God seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King, nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him! 
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You will reign forever! (Let Your glory fill the earth) 
You will reign forever! (Let Your glory fill the earth) 
You will reign forever! (Let Your glory fill the earth) 
You will reign forever! (Let Your glory fill the earth) 
 
Behold our God seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King, nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him! 

 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Billy Shepard) 
 
For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would grow in our knowledge of and love for the Word of God, that we 
would hunger and thirst to hear from the Spirit of Christ through his living Word, and that we 
would faithfully obey God’s Word for his glory. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Grace Fellowship, pastor Joel Busby, their elders, staff and congregation.  
 
For Our Nation 
 
For all levels of governing authorities over us—elected and appointed—that their policies 
would improve well-being and promote peace at home and abroad; that religious liberty 
would allow godliness to flourish; in our cities and states; and that we might be allowed to live 
peaceful and quiet lives as we follow Jesus and spread his gospel. 
 
For Our World 
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For the European nations that are considered post-Christian, that the church there would have 
an otherworldly confidence in the cross of Christ, that conspicuous doubt in human wisdom 
would arise in the collective conscience of those nations, that humility would become a prized 
character trait, and that the Holy Spirit would ultimately move in power.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
Benediction 

 
24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Words of Life Sermon Series and Bible Reading Plan 
 
For 2021 and into 2022, we are planning a sermon series that walks through every book of the 
Bible. To go alongside this series, we are publishing a daily Bible reading plan so that you can 
better follow along and prepare for each week. We hope that this gives us the opportunity as a 
church to all study the same Scriptures on our own throughout the week. You can grab the first 
few months of bookmarks today at the bookstall on your way out! You can also access the 
entire reading plan at cfcbirmingham.org/wordsoflife. 
 
Membership Matters Class – Sunday, February 7th at 2:00pm 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class on Sunday, February 7th at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of 
the process of becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in 
attending, please sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at 
nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with any questions. 
 
Women’s Winter Bible Study Options  
 
CFC is offering two ladies’ studies this winter: Gentle & Lowly, by Dane Ortlund, and Women 
of the Word, by Jen Wilkin. Both studies are scheduled for Monday nights at 7:30pm via Zoom, 
and will begin meeting on January 11. For more information or to sign up, please email 
Rebekah Rein at rrein@cfcbirmgham.org. 
 
 


