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Liturgy for Sunday, October 17, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

23Sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
 Tell of his salvation from day to day. 
24Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
25For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and he is to be feared above all gods. 
26For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
27Splendor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and joy are in his place. 
28Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
29Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering and come before him! 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
30  tremble before him, all the earth.  (1 Chronicles 16:23-30a)  
 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

1Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
 when brothers dwell in unity! (Psalm 133:1) 
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Songs 
 
1) “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 
 
2) “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” 
 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – 2 Chronicles 34:22-33  (Bradford Forehand) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Billy Shepard) 
 

36If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry with 
them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a land far or 
near, 37yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and 
repent and plead with you in the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned and have 
acted perversely and wickedly,’ 38if they repent with all their heart and with all their soul in 
the land of their captivity to which they were carried captive, and pray toward their land, 
which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen and the house that I have 
built for your name, 39then hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their 
pleas, and maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you. (2 
Chronicles 6:36-39) 
 
14If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 



   
3 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Before the Throne of God Above” 

 
 

4) “What a Beautiful Name” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Daniel Barriault)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Alicia Hunsberger)
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Words of Life: History 
1-2 Chronicles 

 
A History of Sin 

 
• The book of 1-2 Chronicles traces all of Israel’s history, but with a focus on the Davidic kingdom. 

 
o History until David. (1 Chronicles 1-10) 
o History under David. (1 Chronicles 11-29) 
o History after David. (2 Chronicles 1-36) 

 
• The audience of the book is a battered, beleaguered remnant returning from Babylonian exile. 

 
o The people returned to a devastated land. 

 
… The foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites 
and heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice 
when they saw the foundation of this house being laid. (Ezra 3:11–12)  
 
[Jerusalem] was wide and large, but the people within it were few, and no houses had been 
rebuilt. (Nehemiah 7:4)  
 

o Chronicles summarizes the fundamental reason for Israel’s exile—sin. 
 

• The history of the kings was a tragic tale of repeated rebellion. 
 

o Saul “broke faith” with the Lord. (1 Chronicles 10:13-14) 
 

§ Saul looked the part on the outside. 
 

§ Saul lacked the heart on the inside. 
 

o Judah was ruled and eventually ruined by many faithless kings. (2 Chronicles 10-36) 
 
The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he 
had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. 16 But they kept mocking the 
messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord rose against his people, until there was no remedy. (2 Chronicles 36:15–16)  
 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 
How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. (Matthew 
23:37–38)  
 

• Application: 
 

o Do you see where sin leads and what sin does? 
 
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18)  
 

o Are we mindful that sin is a snare that spares no one? 
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But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon 
all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you 
may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man. (Luke 21:34–36)  
 
 

A History for Hope 

• Chronicles closes the Old Testament scriptures. 
 

o The book is not chronologically last (Ezra and Nehemiah are after it)… 
 

o But Chronicles is theologically last—the exile! 
 

• Chronicles, the last book, like Genesis, the first book, is framed by genealogy. 
 

o Genesis tells the story of Adam’s race, ruined by sin, lost in Babel, and reclaimed by God’s 
gracious call to go to the Promised Land (Genesis 12:1-3). 
 

o Chronicles tells the story of Adam’s race, ruined by sin, lost in Babylon, and reclaimed by 
God’s gracious call to go to the Promised Land (2 Chronicles 36:22-23). 

 
• Genesis lays the groundwork for God’s later work. 

 
o Judah will rule. 

 
Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he 
crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to 
him shall be the obedience of the peoples. (Genesis 49:9–10)  
 
[David] shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. (1 Chron. 17:12)  
 

o God will save. 
 
And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up 
out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” (Genesis 
50:24)  
 
Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up. (2 
Chronicles 36:23)  
 

• Chronicles points us forward even further than the Old Testament story. 
 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. (Matthew 1:1)  
 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 
(Matthew 1:21)  
 

• Question: have you embraced the story of Jesus as your own story? 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Jesus Is Better” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Brad Lowe) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would develop evangelistic friendships with friends, family, and 
neighbors who do not know the Lord; that we would have discernment and boldness in 
knowing how to best reach them with the gospel; and that the Lord would be pleased to 
draw people to himself through our faithful witness. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Covenant Presbyterian Church, pastor Robby Holt, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For president Joe Biden and all other elected officials, that they would use authority for the 
benefit of others; that they would act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly; and that they 
would exercise discernment and wisdom in governing our cities, states, and nation. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Afghanistan, that God would preserve the church as it faces intense 
persecution at the hands of the Taliban, that Afghan Christians would trust and know that 
the LORD will not forsake his people or abandon his heritage (Ps. 94:14), and that God 
would either convert wipe out the wicked. 

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Women’s Fellowship Dinner – Thursday, October 21st at 6:00pm 
Join us for dinner on Thursday, October 21 at 6:00pm as we hear about the women in Christ's 
lineage and how God's intentional inclusion of these unexpected women displays His grace 
and care for all His people. RSVP at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men. Enter at the 
front of the building near the fellowship hall. And don't worry if you don't have the book just 
yet! 
 
Membership Matters Class – Sunday, November 7th at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class on Sunday, November 7th at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of 
the process of becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in 
attending, please sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at 
nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with any questions. We plan to arrange childcare for the meeting.  
 
College Ministry Lunch – Next Sunday, October 24th  
All college students are invited to join the Bragg Growth Group for lunch following the service 
next Sunday.  
 
CFC Kids and Face-Coverings 
We are now recommending that all teachers in CFC Kids (both preschool and elementary) and 
all kids in elementary classes wear a facial covering while they are in CFC Kids. We are 
recommending this up to October 17, at which point we will reevaluate these protocols. There 
are masks available in the hallway for any who need one. 
 
Social-Distanced Seating Option Available 
For any who would like to make use of it, we have a social-distanced seating option available 
where the livestream is playing in the fellowship hall. Masks are required for all who choose to 
sit in that room.  
 
Tech Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for more volunteers to join our tech team on Sunday mornings. If you are 
interested in running sound, song lyrics, or our livestream, please email Will Mitchell at 
wmitchell@cfcbirmingham.org for more information. 
 
Support Group for Adoptive and Foster Moms 
The last Sunday of every month we will have monthly support meetings for adoptive and foster 
moms, and those who are considering both. For more information, contact Kim Currie.  


