
   
1 

 
 

Liturgy for Sunday, October 3, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
 we were like those who dream. 
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
 and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, 
 “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us; 
 we are glad. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
 like streams in the Negeb! 
5Those who sow in tears 

 shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6He who goes out weeping, 
 bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
 bringing his sheaves with him. (Psalm 126) 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. (Ephesians 2:13) 
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Songs 
 
1) “How Firm a Foundation” 
 
 
2) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Ezra 9:6-15  (Katherine Wolfe) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Bart Box) 
 

14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16since it is written, 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood 
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (1 Peter 1:14-19) 

 
20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 
times for the sake of you 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:20-21) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “O Praise the Name” 

 
 

4) “Speak, O Lord” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Daniel Barriaultl)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Stephanie Hickman)
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October 10th: Nehemiah 

Words of Life: Clarity 
Ezra 

 
Clarity in the World (1-6) 

 
• The background of the book: 

 
o Ezra recounts the return of the exiles to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple. 

 
§ Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of Babylon, destroyed Jerusalem in 587 B.C. 

 
For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. (Jer. 29:10)  
 
… Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying 
of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be 
laid.’  (Isaiah 44:28)  
 

§ Cyrus, king of Persia, decreed a return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. 
 

o The book has two parts—an initial return before Ezra (1-6)  and later return with Ezra (7-10). 
 

• Ezra 1-3 describes the prophesied return of Israel to Jerusalem and Judah. 
 

o God gave miraculous favor to His people. (Ezra 1) 
 
The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will. 
(Proverbs 21:1)  
 

o His people rendered glad service to their God. (Ezra 2-3) 
 
I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more. (Heb. 8:12)  
 
For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his 
name in serving the saints, as you still do. (Heb. 6:10)  
 

• Ezra 4-6 details the opposition faced by the people of God. 
 

o The people, led by Zerubbabel, wouldn’t allow non-Israelites to help rebuild. (4:1-3) 
 

§ They would not allow worship of multiple gods in the Temple. 
 

§ The Assyrian transplants did not belong to the community of faith. 
 

o The people of God were opposed with lies, slander, and suggestion. 
 

§ The work was stopped by the power of the sword. (4:7-24) 
 

§ The work was re-started by the power of the Word. (5:1-5) 
 

• The culmination of the return was the worship of God. 
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o Israel was repeatedly redeemed for the sake of worship. 
 
Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
‘Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’ ” (Exodus 5:1)  
 
And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made 
them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them 
in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. (Ezra 6:22)  
 

o We are ultimately redeemed for the very same reason. 
 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
(Revelation 7:9–10)  
 

Clarity for the World (Ezra 7-10) 

• Ezra 7-10 takes place decades after Ezra 1-6. (see Ezra 7:1) 
 

• Ezra was a student of the Word, had a heart to do the Word, & had a vision from the Word.  
 

o Ezra was committed to both knowing the Word and doing the Word. (7:10) 
 

o Ezra led the people to greater conformity to the Word. (Ezra 8-10) 
 

• Ezra discovered that many Jews were living in sin by having foreign wives. (Ezra 9) 
 

o God wanted His people to marry in the faith so that they would keep the faith. 
 

o Ezra was broken by the sin of the people. (9:3-15) 
 

• Ezra 10 recounts the excruciatingly difficult decisions that were made. 
 

o They acknowledged their sin. 
 

o They addressed their sin. 
 

§ Are there particular sins from which you need to separate? 
 

§ Are we a community where we battle sin together and with grace? 
 

• The separation from sin in Israel was ultimately for the inclusion of sinners from all nations! 
 
The call to separation from sin combined with mission on the world's behalf has the purpose of 
drawing the nations into relationship with the Lord. Ultimately, rejection of the "peoples of the 
land" in the OT is meant to preserve a remnant, and from this "holy offspring" (Ezra 9:2) comes 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Offspring (Gal. 3:16, 19). His life, death, resurrection, and reign mean finally 
the inclusion of—rather than separation from—the Gentiles (Isa. 49:6; Luke 4:25-27; Acts 1:8; 13:46-
48; Rom. 11:17-24; Gal. 3:16, 19; Col. 3:11). (Brian Aucker) 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “We Will Feast in the House of Zion” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Ryan Adams) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that the Lord would continue to grow our church in diversity along ethnic, 
socioeconomic, and age lines; that we would be united in mind and love for one another (1 
Pet. 3:8); and that our unity amidst diversity would be a testimony to the reconciling power 
of the gospel. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Valleydale Church, pastor Mac Brunson, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For our nation, that God would bring true spiritual revival, that people would grow 
dissatisfied with their sin and long for the truth of the gospel, and that healthy churches 
would display the glory of God and the hope of the gospel to those around them. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Ethiopia as it deals with both famine and civil war in parts of the country, 
that humanitarian aid would reach those who most desperately need it, that God would 
bring peace between warring groups within the country, and that the church would be 
preserved both from persecution and in gospel purity as it faces dangers on many sides. 

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Prayer Meeting — Tonight at 5:00pm 
All are invited to join us for a fellowship meal and prayer meeting tonight at 5:00pm. We will 
first gather for a bring-your-own dinner in the fellowship hall (CFC will provide drinks and 
cookies), and then begin the prayer meeting afterward. Childcare will be offered after the 
meal. Please join us! 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Begins Tuesday, October 5th at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, starting this Tuesday. You can find the 
schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men. Enter at the front 
of the building near the fellowship hall. And don't worry if you don't have the book just yet! 
 
CFC Kids and Face-Coverings 
We are now recommending that all teachers in CFC Kids (both preschool and elementary) and 
all kids in elementary classes wear a facial covering while they are in CFC Kids. We are 
recommending this up to October 3, at which point we will reevaluate these protocols. There 
are masks available in the hallway for any who need one. 
 
Birds and Bees Seminar – Friday, October 8th at 6:00pm 
Parents, we would love for you to join us at the Birds and Bees seminar on October 8th from 
6:00pm-9:00pm. The Birds and Bees seminar is designed to give parents of 1–10-year-olds the 
tools and confidence to talk to their young kids about sex. The deadline to register is 
tomorrow.  
 
Social-Distanced Seating Option Available 
For any who would like to make use of it, we have a social-distanced seating option available 
where the livestream is playing in the fellowship hall. Masks are required for all who choose to 
sit in that room.  
 
College Women’s Retreat—October 15-17 
All college age women are invited to join us for a mountain retreat weekend October 15-17 in 
Cashiers, NC. Throughout the weekend, we will dig into the book of James together, and it will 
be a great time of fellowship, getting to know one another, and spending time outdoors. The 
cost for the weekend is $50. Scholarships are available as we do not want the cost to be the 
reason anyone doesn’t go. Contact Rebecca Osteen with any questions or to sign up 
at rebeccaosteen22@gmail.com.  
 
Tech Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for more volunteers to join our tech team on Sunday mornings. If you are 
interested in running sound, song lyrics, or our livestream, please email Will Mitchell at 
wmitchell@cfcbirmingham.org for more information. 
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Women’s Fellowship Dinner – Thursday, October 21st at 6:00pm 
Join us for dinner on Thursday, October 21 at 6:00pm as we hear about the women in Christ's 
lineage and how God's intentional inclusion of these unexpected women displays His grace 
and care for all His people. RSVP at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 


