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Liturgy for Sunday, October 31, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1I waited patiently for the LORD; 
 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
 out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
 making my steps secure. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
 and put their trust in the LORD…. 
9I have told the glad news of deliverance 
 in the great congregation; 
behold, I have not restrained my lips, 
 as you know, O LORD. 
10I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 
 from the great congregation. 
11As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 
 your mercy from me; 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 
 ever preserve me!... 
16But may all who seek you 
 rejoice and be glad in you; 
may those who love your salvation 
 say continually, “Great is the LORD!” 
17As for me, I am poor and needy, 
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 but the Lord takes thought for me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
 do not delay, O my God! (Psalm 40:1-3, 9-11, 16-17) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:2) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Christ Is Risen” 
 
2) “Christ the True and Better” 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Ryan Adams) 
 

33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued 
with one another about who was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. 
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 
(Mark 9:33-35) 
 

 Almighty and most merciful Father,  
  we have erred and strayed for your ways like lost sheep.   
 We have followed too much the devices and desires  
  of our own hearts. 
 We have offended against your holy laws.  
 We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
  and we have done those things which we ought not  
  to have done;  
  and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
 O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Spare all those who confess their faults. 
 Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
  declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
  that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
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  to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 
 
45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. (Mark 10:45) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Jesus Paid It All” 
 
 
Testimony of God’s Grace  (Xiaokun Niu) 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Nick Murray)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Will Harrison)
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November 7th: Luke 

Words of Life: Deliverance 
Mark 

 
The God who delivers with power 

 
• Background: 

 
o Mark was associated with Peter (1 Peter 5:13), and Peter may have been Mark’s source. 

 
o Mark was written for a Roman audience that was less familiar with Jewish customs. 

 
• The opening verses set the stage for a divine, redemptive victory. 

 
o The word “gospel” (1:1) was often used in the context of announcing a military victory. 

 
o Mark’s quote of Isaiah 40 calls to mind God’s salvation of Israel from Babylonian exile—God 

Himself would do it! 
 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. (Isaiah 40:5)  
 
Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your 
God.” (Isaiah 40:9) 
 
Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him. (Isaiah 40:10)  

 
• Jesus is the divine warrior who comes to deliver His people from bondage. 

 
o Jesus is making war against the forces of darkness in the Gospel of Mark. 

 
§ Jesus is identified as God’s beloved Son in His baptism. (1:9-11) 

 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42:1)  

 
§ The temptation of Jesus accents wilderness and warfare. (1:12-13) 

 
§ The ministry of Jesus is kingdom ministry—enemy territory is being taken (1:14-45) 

 
• A new Israel is being formed with 12 disciples. (1:16-20) 
• A great salvation is being brought through Jesus. (1:21-45) 

  
o Jesus is not just a great man doing great things—He is God in the flesh. 

 
§ He taught as one with authority. (1:21-28) 

 
§ He forgave sins. (2:1-12) 

 
Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” (Mark 2:7)  

 
§ He ruled the wind and the waves. (4:35-41) 

 
He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. (Psalm 107:29)  
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• He brought the kingdom of God. 
 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak 
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be 
strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of 
God. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the mute sing for joy. (Isaiah 35:2–6)  
 

• He died to set others free. 
 
And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 
last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39)  
 

The Christ who delivers with compassion 

• Isaiah foresaw a Messiah who would be a Suffering Servant. 
 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in 
the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in 
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. (Isaiah 42:1–4)  
 

• Jesus was the gentle Messiah. 
 

o The Pharisees despised the scandalous ministry of Jesus. 
 
And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 
collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Mark 2:16)  
 

o The compassion of Jesus was illustrated in His willingness to make the unclean become clean. 
 

§ Jesus healed the demonic with an unclean spirit. (Mark 5:1-21) 
 

§ Jesus touched the woman with an unclean issue of blood. (Mark 5:24-34) 
 

§ Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter by touching her (unclean) hand. (Mark 5:35-43) 
 

o These stories of uncleanness are previews of the cross. 
 

§ Jesus is not only able to make us clean—He’s capable. 
 

§ Jesus is willing to make us clean—He’s compassionate. 
 

• Application: 
 

o Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ? (Mark 8:27-29) 
 

o Do you believe that this Christ is compassionate towards you, too?  
 

And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” (Mark 16:6–7)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
4) “All I Have Is Christ” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Bart Box) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For CFC Kids, that the children in our church would come to know the Lord at a young age, 
that our staff and volunteers would be faithful leaders and selfless servants, and that 
parents in the church would be equipped to disciple their children in their homes. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Altadena Valley Presbyterian Church, pastor Brad Allison, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 
For the opioid crisis that has devastated our country, that those in both the medical and 
political spheres would work to find solutions to this complex problem, for those families 
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who have lost loved ones to overdoses, and for the hope of the gospel would be more real 
to the hurting than any substance could be. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Sudan, that God would grant peace to this nation in the midst of internal 
political and military conflict, that God would sustain and uphold the church in Sudan so 
that it would be a model of peace in the midst of chaos, and that even amid fearful 
situations many people would turn to trust in Christ as their ultimate hope.  

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

19“Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 
has had mercy on you.” (Mark 5:19) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  



   
6 

What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
2022 Budget Presentation – Sunday, November 7th After Service 
CFC members, we will give a budget presentation following the Sunday morning service on 
November 7. For those who are unable to make it, we plan on recording and making the 
presentation available for members to view at a later date. 
 
Membership Matters Class – Sunday, November 7th at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class on Sunday, November 7th at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of 
the process of becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in 
attending, please sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at 
nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with any questions. We plan to arrange childcare for the meeting.  
 
Prayer Meeting and Fellowship Meal – Sunday, Nov. 7th at 5:00pm 
All are invited to join us for a fellowship meal and prayer meeting next Sunday, October 3rd at 
5:00pm. We will first gather for a pizza dinner in the fellowship hall (CFC will provide food, 
drinks, and dessert—just plan to bring a couple of dollars to help defer the cost) and then 
begin the prayer meeting afterward. Childcare will be offered after the meal. Please join us! 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men. Enter at the 
front of the building near the fellowship hall. And don't worry if you don't have the book just 
yet! 
 
Social-Distanced Seating Option Available 
For any who would like to make use of it, we have a social-distanced seating option available 
where the livestream is playing in the fellowship hall. Masks are required for all who choose to 
sit in that room.  
 
ABCH Christmas Gifts 
Each year, we have the opportunity to support children and moms who are in the care of one 
of our local partners, the Alabama Baptist Children's Home. The best way to sign up for a gift is 
to check the link in your midweek announcement email. Gifts need to be unwrapped, with a 
post-it note or sticker with the recipient's name somewhere on the gift, and brought to church 
and dropped off any Sunday morning from now until December 5th. There are many gifts to be 
bought, which means ample opportunities for many of us to be involved! If you have questions, 
you can email Keri Westbrook at kwestbrook@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
As Christmas approaches, consider packing a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child! National 
collection week is November 15-22. 
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New Bookmark Available in the Commons 
If you are following along with the Words of Life reading plan, grab the November-December 
bookmark in the commons on your way out the door this morning! 
 


