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Liturgy for Sunday, November 14, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So 
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of 
them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 
there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths 
but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed. (John 20:1-8) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 
 

15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you. (John 15:15) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Nothing but the Blood” 
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2) “Psalm 23” 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray) 
 

19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. (John 3:19) 

 
16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-17) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “What a Beautiful Name” 
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Testimony of God’s Grace  (Lior Aljadeff) 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Nick Murray)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Jessica Dreher)
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November 21st: Acts 

Words of Life: Glory 
John 

 
John’s Purpose… 

 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 
 

John’s Portrait of Jesus 
 

• Some background: 
 

o John is organized in a fairly simple way: 
 

§ A short introduction. (1:1-18) 
§ A long middle section: 

• The book of signs. (1:19-12:43) 
• The book of glory (12:44-20:31) 

§ A brief conclusion. (21:1-25) 
 

o John was an eyewitness, and his Gospel was probably written last. 
 

• The introduction 1:1-18) sets the tone for everything that follows. 
 

o John begins his Gospel at the very beginning—in eternity past. (1:1) 
 

o The Word became incarnate—flesh—and dwelled among us. (1:14) 
 

o The question is: do we see in Jesus what we’re supposed to see? 
 
And [John] looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)  
 
Jesus said to them, “Come and you will see.” (John 1:39)  
 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” (John 1:46)  
 
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 
Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.” (John 1:49–51)  
 

• Some, but not all, understood the true identity of Jesus: 
 

o Nicodemus, the teacher in Israel, did not understand the kingdom. 
 

o The woman at the well, a Samaritan, found was found by the Truth. 
 

o The witnesses of Jesus’ signs were often in awe of and confused by Jesus. 
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Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself. (John 6:15)  
 
After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said 
to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” (John 6:66–67)  
 

o The great moment of division in John’s Gospel is the raising of Lazarus. 
 
Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that 
the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he 
heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” (John 12:37–38)  
 

• Jesus illuminated His miraculous signs with His dramatic sayings. 
 

o I am the Bread of Life. (John 6:35) 
o I am the Light of the World. (John 8:12) 
o I am the Door. (John 10:9) 
o I am the Good Shepherd. (John 10:11,14) 
o I am the Resurrection and the Life. (John 11:25) 
o I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6) 
o I am the Vine. (John 15:1,5) 

 
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me. (John 5:39)  

• The confusion about Jesus became more pronounced as His humility became more dramatic. 
 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, 
“What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” (John 13:6–7) 
 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:13)  
 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A 
jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and 
held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:28–30)  
 

• The Gospel of John does not end in confusion but in clarity. 
 
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:26–28)  
 

o Thomas got it right—Jesus is Lord and God. 
 

o But do we? 
 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
4) “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Bart Box) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 
4:3), that any cause for division amongst brothers and sisters in Christ would be addressed 
quickly and humbly, and that we would be united in mind and love for one another (1 Pet. 
3:8). 
 
For Our City 
 
For Double Oak Community Church, pastor Adam Robinson, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For all levels of governing authorities over us, that they would have humility in seeing God's 
sovereignty over their own lives (Rom. 13:1), that they would execute just laws that punish 
wrong and reward good (Rom. 13:3), and that they would govern in such a way that we 
might live peaceful and quiet lives (1 Tim. 2:2). 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Saudi Arabia, that God would soften the strictness of their traditional 
Muslim culture so that open doors might be created and the gospel might be proclaimed 
in the nation, for workers to be sent into the harvest there, and that Christians there would 
hold fast to Jesus even in the midst of persecution. 

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another. (John 13:34-35) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
 
As Christmas approaches, consider packing a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child! You can 
drop off your shoeboxes next Sunday, November 21st. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
ABCH Christmas Gifts 
 
Each year, we have the opportunity to support children and moms who are in the care of one 
of our local partners, the Alabama Baptist Children's Home. The best way to sign up for a gift is 
to check the link in your midweek announcement email. Gifts need to be unwrapped, with a 
post-it note or sticker with the recipient's name somewhere on the gift, and brought to church 
and dropped off any Sunday morning from now until December 5th. There are many gifts to be 
bought, which means ample opportunities for many of us to be involved! If you have questions, 
you can email Keri Westbroook at kwestbrook@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
Members’ Meeting – Sunday, December 5th at 5:00pm 
 
All members are encouraged to attend the Members’ Meeting on Sunday, December 5th at 
5:00pm. Our time together will include a fellowship meal in the Fellowship Hall, affirmation of 
new members, approval of the 2022 budget, and other important items of business.  
 
Christmas Concert with Eliza Warden – December 3, 7:00pm 
 
CFC member Eliza Warden invites you to a Christmas worship concert at CFC on 
December 3rd at 7:00pm introducing her new bilingual Christmas album, God With Us. Eliza 
will share the story of how God worked in her life and how she came to write each song. 
Everyone is welcome! This is a great opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy 
an evening of inspirational music and hear the Gospel. 
 
Women’s Christmas Night of Service at ABCH – December 2nd  
 
Bring your elementary age & older kids on Thursday, December 2nd, and join us for a night of 
fun, fellowship, and service at Alabama Baptist Children's Home. Register at 
cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Directory Updates 
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For all members of CFC, if you have recently moved, added children to your family, or would 
like to update your email address or picture in the church directory, please email those updates 
to Nick Murray at nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 


