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Liturgy for Sunday, November 7, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Ryan Adams) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

46And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” (Luke 1:46-55) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
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1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” (Luke 
15:1-2) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
2) “My Worth Is Not in What I Own” 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray) 
 

9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing 
far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ (Luke 18:9-13) 
 
Holy Father, we are sinners. We confess that often, our outward behavior does not match 

the inner reality of our renewal in Christ. And often, the inner workings of our hearts do 
not match our outward profession of faith in Christ. As we come to your throne of grace, 
please be merciful to sinners like us. 

For honoring you with our lips while allowing our hearts to remain far from you, God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.  

For loving the glory and recognition that comes from man more than the glory that comes 
from God, God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

For our uncontrolled anger, unchecked pride, and unrestrained lust, God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner.  

For our sarcastic, demeaning, and unkind speech, God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
For professing to love our neighbors while ignoring the outcast, the downtrodden, and the 

ones who are just different than us, God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
For literally or figuratively walking to the other side of the road when we see hurting or 

difficult people coming our way, God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
For being selfish with our time, selfish with our money, selfish with our homes, and selfish 

with our affections, God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
Father, we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because 

of your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. We plead the merit of Jesus’ blood 
and righteousness. And so in His name, we do pray. Amen. 
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14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
(Luke 18:14) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” 
 
 
Testimony of God’s Grace  (Dennis Schauer) 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Ryan Adams)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Brittany Mann)



Christ Fellowship Church November 7th, 2021 

November 14th: John 

Words of Life: Reversal 
Luke 

 
A Reverse Guest List 

 
• Some background on Luke: 

 
o Luke was a physician who journeyed with the Apostle Paul and wrote both Luke and Acts. 

 
o Luke was not likely Jewish, and he regularly emphasizes Gentiles and other outsiders. 

 
o Luke apparently interviewed eyewitnesses for his Gospel. (1:2) 

 
• Luke begins by highlighting a young girl as an example of faith and trust in what God is doing. 

 
o Mary didn’t know how God would bring a child, only that He would. 

 
o Mary’s song is like a preview of the Gospel. (1:46-55) 

 
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones  

and exalted those of humble estate;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he has sent away empty. (Luke 1:52–53)  
 

• Jesus’ public ministry was initiated with a word about the poor and the captive. (Luke 4:16-30) 
 

o Jesus quoted Isaiah’s promise of freedom and release in God’s coming kingdom. 
 

o Jesus proclaimed Isaiah’s vision as fulfilled with His own arrival. (4:21) 
 

• Jesus brought the poor and the needy into His kingdom, and Jesus exposed the high and mighty as 
out of step with His kingdom. 

 
o The Parable of the Moneylender shows that Jesus brings profound mercy. (7:41-43) 

 
o The Parable of the Good Samaritan shows that Jesus attends to great brokenness. (10:25-37) 

 
o The Parable of the Prodigal Son shows that Jesus celebrates radical recovery. (15:11-32) 

 
• Jesus’ own death powerfully illustrates His reception of the outcast. 

 
o Jesus died a criminal’s death. (23:18) 

 
o Jesus pardoned a criminal at His death. (23:43) 

 
• Application: 

 
o Our only hope of freedom and release from our sins is Jesus’ death. 

 
o There is no sinner so great that Jesus cannot save. 

 
 



Christ Fellowship Church November 7th, 2021 

November 14th: John 

A Life in Reverse 

• The upside-down kingdom changes both the future and the present. 
 
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits 
himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” (9:23–27)  
 

• A reversal with respect to eternity. 
 

o It’s those who are humbled by life but hopeful in the Messiah that are truly, eternally blessed 
and happy. (6:20-26) 
 

o Are we living for this world or the world to come? 
 

And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.” 29 And [Jesus] said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or 
children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more in this 
time, and in the age to come eternal life.” (Luke 18:28–30)  
 

• A reversal with respect to possessions. 
 

o Wealth is not inherently bad. (8:1-3) 
 

o But wealth is certainly dangerous and must be approached with care. 
 

Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God! (Luke 18:24)  
 

• A reversal with respect to ourselves and to others. 
 

o Arrogance is out of place in the upside-down kingdom. (18:9-14) 
 

o Irrepressible joy and surprise is the only appropriate response to God’s grace. (24:52-53) 
 

• A reversal with respect to mission. 
 

o The disciples were on a mission to personal greatness. (Luke 9:46) 
 

o Jesus was on a mission of profound sacrifice. (Luke 9:51) 
 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. (Luke 
9:51)  
 

§ Jesus is on a mission to rescue sinners all kinds from all nations… 
 

§ Are we going with Him? 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
4) “Amazing Grace” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (David Morrison) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would be known for our gracious hospitality in our welcoming all 
kinds of people into our congregation and our homes, and that we would regularly refresh 
one another by sharing others’ burdens as well as sharing our own lives.   
 
For Our City 
 
For Philadelphia Baptist Church, pastor Cory Varden, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 
For the men and women serving in the armed forces, that they would strive to maintain 
peace and order in the places they are serving, that the Lord would comfort and preserve 
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the families of those who are deployed, and that we would faithfully give thanks to God for 
these men and women. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Somalia, that the Lord will build His Kingdom in the midst of harsh 
circumstances, that God would send laborers into the harvest there, for protection over 
Somali Christians who must be discipled in secret, and that the Lord will make himself 
known to many Muslims and draw them to Himself. 

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  
(Romans 15:13) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
2022 Budget Presentation – Today After Service 
CFC members, we will give a budget presentation following service today. For those who are 
unable to stay, we plan on recording and making the presentation available for members to 
view at a later date. 
 
Membership Matters Class – Today at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class today at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of the process of 
becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in attending, please 
sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or speak with Nick Murray before you 
leave today. We plan to arrange childcare for the meeting.  
 
Prayer Meeting and Fellowship Meal – Tonight at 5:00pm 
All are invited to join us for a fellowship meal and prayer meeting tonight at 5:00pm. We will 
first gather for a pizza dinner in the fellowship hall (CFC will provide food, drinks, and dessert—
just plan to bring a couple of dollars to help defer the cost) and then begin the prayer meeting 
afterward. Childcare will be offered after the meal. Please RSVP with the QR code on the 
screen.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
ABCH Christmas Gifts 
Each year, we have the opportunity to support children and moms who are in the care of one 
of our local partners, the Alabama Baptist Children's Home. The best way to sign up for a gift is 
to check the link in your midweek announcement email. Gifts need to be unwrapped, with a 
post-it note or sticker with the recipient's name somewhere on the gift, and brought to church 
and dropped off any Sunday morning from now until December 5th. There are many gifts to be 
bought, which means ample opportunities for many of us to be involved! If you have questions, 
you can email Keri Westbroook at kwestbrook@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
Informational Meeting for Brazil Trip – Sunday, Nov. 14th at 9:30am 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in May of 2022. 
We hope to take 20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If 
you are a medical practitioner, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you 
are not medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. We plan to hold an informational 
meeting before worship on Sunday, November 14th at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  
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An Introduction to CFC Kids – November 14th at 9:00am 
If you are a new parent, a new family at CFC, or just have questions about CFC Kids, we'd love 
for you to come hear an introduction to CFC Kids next Sunday, November 14th at 9:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall. We plan on providing childcare, but please email Ryan Adams 
at radams@cfcbirmingham.org so we know how many children to expect. 
 
New Bookmark Available in the Commons 
If you are following along with the Words of Life reading plan, grab the November-December 
bookmark in the commons on your way out the door this morning! 
 


