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Liturgy for Sunday, December 12, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

16As God said, 
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 
 and I will be their God, 
 and they shall be my people.”  (2 Corinthians 6:16) 

 
 
Songs 
 
1) “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
2) “Who Would Have Dreamed” 
 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – 2 Corinthians 4:7-18  (Hannah Brancheau) 
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Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Bart Box)  
 

10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 
Corinthians 5:17-21) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 
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Songs 
 
3) “Amen, Amen” 
 
4) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Alana Dickie)



Christ Fellowship Church  December 12, 2021 

December 19—Galatians 

Words of Life: Affliction 
2 Corinthians 

 
I. Paul’s History with Corinth 
 

• Visits & Letters 
o Paul plants the church at Corinth (Acts 19) 
o First Letter (the “previous letter” mentioned in 1 Cor. 5:9) 
o Second Letter (our 1 Corinthians, written in reply to the Corinthians’ questions) 
o Paul’s Brief Second and “Painful” Visit (referenced in 2 Cor. 2:1) 
o Third Letter (the “severe” letter, referenced in 2 Cor. 2:3-4) 
o Fourth Letter (our 2 Corinthians, written in reply to the Corinthians repentance) 
o Paul’s Planned Third Visit (foretold in 2 Cor. 13:1) 

 
II.  Corinth’s Present Posture Toward Paul 
 

• What Paul’s Opponents Say of Him: 
o Paul is physically unimpressive (2 Cor. 10:1,10) 
o Paul is rhetorically sophomoric (2 Cor. 10:10) 
o Paul has no letters of recommendation (2 Cor. 3:1) 
o Paul wouldn’t take financial support from the church (2 Cor. 11:7-11) 
o Paul is always suffering (2 Cor. 6:4-10) 

 
• Corinth at the Time of 2 Corinthians is Split into 2 Camps 

o The Repentant (2 Cor. 2:5-11) 
o The Still Rebellious (2 Cor. 13:1-5, 9b) 

 
III. Paul’s Defense of His Ministry 
 

• Whereas his opponents charge him as being physically unimpressive, Paul is chiefly concerned with 
matters of the heart.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:12 – [12] We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you 
cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward 
appearance and not about what is in the heart. 
 

• Whereas his opponents charge him with unimpressive speech, Paul is concerned with openly 
proclaiming the truth and letting the message do the work.  
 

2 Corinthians 4:2 – [2] But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to 
practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we 
would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 
 

• Whereas his opponents boast in their letters of recommendation from other important people, Paul 
stresses that his sufficiency comes not from the word of other people, but from God himself (2 Cor. 
3:1, 4-5). 

 



Christ Fellowship Church  December 12, 2021 

December 19—Galatians 

2 Corinthians 4:5 – [5] For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
 

• Whereas his opponents critique him for his refusal to take a paycheck from the Corinthians, Paul 
stresses that he refuses to peddle God’s Word for personal profit (2 Cor. 2:17). 
 

• Whereas his opponents critique him for his perpetual suffering, Paul stresses that his sufferings 
prove his sincerity (2 Cor. 6:3-10). 
 

2 Corinthians 12:19 – [19] Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to 
you? It is in the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.  

 
IV. What We Can Learn from Paul on the Christian Life 
 

• God has real, restorative, and life-changing comfort for the afflicted. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 – [3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, [4] who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God. [5] For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in 
comfort too. 
 

• God has plans to redeem all that suffering takes away.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – [16] So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day. [17] For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, [18] as we look not to the things that are seen but to 
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 
 

• Suffering, in God’s providence, is the way to strength—but not in the way you think (2 Corinthians 
12:1-10). 

 
V. What We Can (un)Learn from the Corinthians on the Christian Life 
 

• Appearances are not everything.  
 
2 Corinthians 10:12 – [12] Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those 
who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare 
themselves with one another, they are without understanding.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:16 – [16] From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
 

• Disordered loves create a disordered church (2 Cor. 6:11-13; 7:2). 
 

• A church can abuse its pastor.  



   
4 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Sam Price) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For the elders of our church, that these men would all care for this body by teaching the 
Word of Christ to us and by modeling the character of Christ before us, that they would 
guard and promote unity in our congregation, and that as a body we would support and 
submit to their leadership.  
 
For Our City 
 
For Immanuel Church, their elders, staff, and congregation, especially as they search for a 
new pastor.  
     
For Our Nation 
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For all those across numerous states affected by Friday night’s tornadoes, that God would 
be near to those who have lost loved ones and lost their homes, that God would supply the 
physical and spiritual resources to rebuild what’s been lost, and that the churches in these 
areas would move in to help the hurting with the comfort that they’ve received in Christ. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Lebanon: that Lebanese churches would take advantage of their current 
freedoms and proclaim the gospel boldly; for peace in and around Lebanon for the sake of 
the flourishing of the church and the safety of all citizens; and that safe drinking water would 
be made available to all citizens, and even that God might use Christians to address this 
physical need as a way to point unbelievers to Christ.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

11Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you…14The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
(2 Corinthians 13:11,14) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Prayer for the Nations Advent Devotional 
For this year’s Advent Devotional, we will use Radical’s 30-day prayer guide for unreached 
people groups. We encourage you to grab a copy of Let All the Peoples Praise You from the 
lobby today and use it to pray for the nations this Advent season. 
 
CFC Kids Volunteers Needed 
With the new year approaching, we need to add one additional classroom and replace a few 
volunteers in CFC Kids. We particularly have needs in our preschool classes. If you are not yet 
involved in CFC Kids but would like to be, please email Maggie Irby at 
mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
Brazil Trip 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates 
of that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is around $2000. We hope 
to take 20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a 
medical practitioner, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are not 
medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you have any interest or any questions 
about the trip, please email Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
Bookstall 
If you are looking for some good books or some good Christmas gifts, check out the bookstall 
in the commons. One of our pastors, Ryan Adams, works to keep it stocked with theologically 
rich and practically helpful books at a discounted price. You can also find a great selection of 
kids books as well. Purchases can be made through Venmo.  
 
Christmas Eve Service – Friday, December 24th at 4:00pm 
We will hold our Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24th at 4:00pm. There will be 
no childcare offered, as we encourage families to come and worship together. The service 
should last about an hour. We also plan to livestream the service this year.  
 
Year End Giving 
As we approach the end of the year, we want to begin by giving God thanks for the way he has 
provided for our church through your faithful giving. The Lord is good and kind whether we 
make budget or not, but we are grateful that we have been able to support church ministries, 
give to local initiatives, and provide for our global partners. If you would like to give in the year 
2020, you can either: 1) deposit your gift in the offering basket on a Sunday prior to December 
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26 (final Sunday of the year), 2) give online by December 31, or 3) mail a check to 76 Green 
Springs Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35209, postmarked by December 31.  
 


