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Liturgy for Sunday, December 19, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. (Galatians 4:4-7) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself 
for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father, 5to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Galatians 1:3-5) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
2) “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent” 
 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Galatians 5:16-26  (Vanessa Kynes) 
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Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray)  
 

16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
(Galatians 5:16-17) 
 
13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—14so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 
faith. (Galatians 3:13–14) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” 
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4) “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Elizabeth Casement)
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December 26th: Ephesians 

Words of Life: Freedom 
Galatians 

 
A Message of Freedom—Grace, Not Works 

 
• Some background: 

 
o The letter of Galatians addresses churches who were departing from the gospel. (1:8, 10) 

 
o Paul normally thanks God for the churches he writes—Galatians has no thanksgiving section. 

 
§ This omission shows that not all error is equal error. 

 
§ The gospel—Jesus’ full and finished work for sinners—is central & must be defended. 

 
o Paul rebuked the church as a whole for their departure from the gospel. 

 
• Apparently, certain persons crept into the Galatian churches and insisted on circumcision. (6:11-16) 

 
o They did not necessarily deny that Jesus was the Messiah. 

 
o They did, it seems, suggest that Jesus was not enough. 

 
o Paul pointed out that “Christ plus anything” is a denial of the gospel itself.  

 
• We are all prone to justify ourselves before God. 

 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated 
others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9–14)  
 

o Our good works cannot save us, and the whole Bible teaches this truth. (2:15-17) 
 

o Only Jesus can save us, and the whole Bible taches this truth. (2:19-21) 
 

• Application: 
 

o Do you believe that Jesus alone is the ground of your salvation? 
 

o Do you place your final confidence in what you do or what He did? 
 

The law is divine and holy. Let the law have his glory, but yet no law, be it never so divine 
and holy, ought to teach me that I am justified, and shall live through it. I grant it may 
teach me that I ought to love God and my neighbor; also to live in chastity, soberness, 
patience, etc., but it ought not to show me, how I should be delivered from sin, the devil, 
death, and hell. 
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Here I must take counsel of the gospel. I must hearken to the gospel, which teacheth me, 
not what I ought to do (for that is the proper office of the law), but what Jesus Christ the 
Son of God hath done for me: to wit, that He suffered and died to deliver me from sin and 
death. The gospel willeth me to receive this, and to believe it. And this is the truth of the 
gospel. It is also the principal article of all Christian doctrine, wherein the knowledge of all 
godliness consisteth. 
 
Most necessary it is, therefore, that we should know this article well, teach it unto others, 
and beat it into their heads continually. (Martin Luther) 

 

A Life of Freedom—Grace that Works 

• An objection to grace? 
 

o If we switch from Moses to the Messiah, isn’t that going to lead to sin? 
 

o Doesn’t the Law lead to righteousness for the people of God? 
 

• Paul’s answer to their objection: 
 

o Salvation has always been by faith, not works. (3:1-14) 
 

§ Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. 
 

§ Faith is God’s way of securing a multi-ethnical, multi-national church. (3:27-29) 
 

o The Law condemns; it doesn’t save. (3:19-26) 
 

§ The Law is not defective; our hearts are defective! 
 

§ The Law, though, leads our sinful hearts to God’s saving plan. 
 

o The Spirit brings about a freedom for obedience that the Law never could. (5:1-25) 
 

§ The age of the Messiah is a better age because the life-giving Messiah is the bearer of 
the Spirit. 
 

§ Salvation is the life of God in the soul of man—a new heart, alive and indwelt by God 
Himself. 

 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness 
were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. (Galatians 2:20–21) 

 
• Questions: 

 
o Do you see the Spirit at work in your life? 

 
o Do you want to please the Lord so that you can be saved or because you have been saved? 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Brian Thomason) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church: for those who will spend Christmas around unbelieving family members and 
friends, that the gospel and love of Jesus Christ would be clear in our speech and actions; 
and for those whose Christmas will be a reminder of loss or loneliness, that God would bring 
the sweet comfort and consolation of his own presence. 
 
For Our City 
 
For The Church at Brook Hills, pastor Matt Mason, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 
For those Americans living in poverty, that the church would open her eyes to see those 
around us living in crippling need, that God would give us—individually and corporately—
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ways to meet tangible needs of those we encounter, and that those in poverty would be 
treated with dignity and loving-compassion.  
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Indonesia: that many in this heavily Muslim country would see the 
emptiness of Islam and acknowledge their need for Christ, for gospel workers to be sent and 
for churches to be planted among currently unreached people groups, and for the provision 
of sufficient nutrition for children in Indonesia.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

9And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. (Galatians 6:9) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Christmas Eve Service – Friday, December 24th at 4:00pm 
We will hold our Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24th at 4:00pm. There will be 
no childcare offered, as we encourage families to come and worship together. The service 
should last about an hour. We also plan to livestream the service this year.  
 
Prayer for the Nations Advent Devotional 
For this year’s Advent Devotional, we will use Radical’s 30-day prayer guide for unreached 
people groups. We encourage you to grab a copy of Let All the Peoples Praise You from the 
lobby today and use it to pray for the nations this Advent season. 
 
CFC Kids Volunteers Needed 
With the new year approaching, we need to add one additional classroom and replace a few 
volunteers in CFC Kids. We particularly have needs in our preschool classes. If you are not yet 
involved in CFC Kids but would like to be, please email Maggie Irby at 
mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.  
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness and Dating Starts January 9th  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating starting January 9th at 9:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. We hope this class provides encouragement and help for those who are in this 
stage of life and equips those who want to care for single brothers and sisters better. The class 
is seven weeks long. You can sign up on the CFC website. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Takes a Break until January 11th  
Guys, we’ll take some time off for the rest of December and we’ll get back at it on January 11.  
 
Brazil Trip 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates 
of that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2105. We hope to take 
20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are not medical, 
we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you have any interest or any questions about the 
trip, please email Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
Year End Giving 
As we approach the end of the year, we want to begin by giving God thanks for the way he has 
provided for our church through your faithful giving. The Lord is good and kind whether we 
make budget or not, but we are grateful that we have been able to support church ministries, 
give to local initiatives, and provide for our global partners. If you would like to give in the year 
2020, you can either: 1) deposit your gift in the offering basket on a Sunday prior to December 
26 (final Sunday of the year), 2) give online by December 31, or 3) mail a check to 76 Green 
Springs Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35209, postmarked by December 31.  
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