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Liturgy for Thursday, December 24, 2020 
 
 

“Who Would Have Dreamed” 
 

On a starlit hillside, shepherds watched their sheep  
Slowly, David’s city drifted off to sleep  
But to this little town of no great renown  
The Lord had a promise to keep  
 
Prophets had foretold it, a mighty King would come  
Long awaited Ruler, God’s Anointed One  
But the Sovereign of all looked helpless and small  
As God gave the world His own Son  
 
Who would have dreamed or ever foreseen  
That we could hold God in our hands?  
The Giver of Life is born in the night  
Revealing God’s glorious plan 
To save the world  
 
Wondrous gift of heaven: the Father sends the Son  
Planned from time eternal, moved by holy love  
He will carry our curse and death He’ll reverse  
So we can be daughters and sons 
 
Who would have dreamed or ever foreseen  
That we could hold God in our hands?  
The Giver of Life is born in the night  
Revealing God’s glorious plan 
To save the world  

 
 
Welcome   
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Reading of John 1:1-14 
 

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] 
He was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
[5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 
 
[9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. [12] But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, [13] who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 

Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel’s strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
 
Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
he whose glories knew no end; 
by his life he brings us gladness,  
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,  
born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all. 
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Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
 
 

“O Holy Night” 
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth 
Long lay the world, in sin and error pining 
’Til He appeared, and the soul felt its worth 
 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees, oh hear the angel voices! 
Oh night, divine! Oh night, when Christ was born 
Oh night, divine! Oh night, oh night divine! 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and his gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 
And in His Name all oppression shall cease 
 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy Name 
Christ is the Lord, oh praise His name forever 
His power and glory forevermore proclaim 
Fall on your knees, oh hear the angel voices! 
Oh night, divine! Oh night, when Christ was born 
Oh night, divine! Oh night, oh night divine! 
 
 

Reading of Luke 2:1-21 
 
[1] In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. [2] This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. [3] And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. [4] And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
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from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, [5] to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. [6] And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. [7] And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
[8] And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. [9] And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. [11] 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. [12] And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 
 
 [14] “Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
[15] When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” [16] And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. [17] And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. [18] And all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told them. [19] But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. [20] And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
[21] And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
 
 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, born the king of angels 
Oh come let us adore Him, oh come let us adore Him 
Oh come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exaltation 
Oh sing all ye citizens of heaven above 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest 
Oh come let us adore Him, oh come let us adore Him 
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Oh come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
Oh come let us adore Him, oh come let us adore Him 
Oh come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
We’ll praise Your name forever, we’ll praise Your name forever 
We’ll praise Your name forever, Christ the Lord 

 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, 
Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us and for our salvation, 
came down from heaven, 
and became incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man; 
he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 
and suffered, 
and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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the Lord and Giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church; 
we acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins; 
we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places 

 
 
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn king 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 
Christ by highest heav’n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings! 
Ris’n with healing in His wings 
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Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
 
Homily on Hebrews 10:11-14 
 

[11] And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. [12] But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, [13] waiting from that time until his 
enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. [14] For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  
 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

[26] Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” [27] And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, [28] for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. [29] I tell you I will 
not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 
 
 

“Is He Worthy?” 
 
Do you feel the world is broken?  (We do) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? (We do) 
But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from getting through?  (We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? (We do) 
  
Is all creation groaning? (It is) 
Is a new creation coming? (It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? (It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is) 
  
Is anyone worthy?  
Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
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He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy of this? 
He is 
  
Does the Father truly love us? (He does) 
Does the Spirit move among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those He loves?  (He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does) 
  
Is anyone worthy?  
Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
  
From every people and tribe 
Every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God 
To reign with the Son 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Is He worthy of this? 
He is! 
 
 

Prayer of Anticipation 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
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forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
“Joy to the World” 
 

Joy to the world the Lord has come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
and heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
No more let sin and sorrow grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 
 

 
 
 


