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Liturgy for Sunday, December 26, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Billy Shepard) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 

20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:14-21) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. (Ephesians 2:13) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
2) “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
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Public Reading of Scripture – Ephesians 2:11-22  (Alana Dickie) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray)  
 

1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:1-3) 

 
 Almighty and most merciful Father,  
  we have erred and strayed for your ways like lost sheep.   
 We have followed too much the devices and desires  
  of our own hearts. 
 We have offended against your holy laws.  
 We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
  and we have done those things which we ought not  
  to have done;  
  and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
 O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Spare all those who confess their faults. 
 Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
  declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
  that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
  to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 
 

4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches 
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:4-9) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
4) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Meghan Gray)



Christ Fellowship Church December 26th, 2021 

January 2nd: Philippians 

Words of Life: Unity 
Ephesians 

 
A summary of Ephesians: A common salvation in a common Christ for an uncommon cause—a holy Temple 

unto the Lord. 
 

Jesus brings people together by His blood (Ephesians 1-3) 
 

• Paul was writing to a divided congregation. 
 

o The church at Ephesus was composed of Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
 

o Paul addressed the division by explaining both the riches and the reach of the gospel. 
 

• The riches of the gospel. (1:3-2:10) 
 

o The Triune God is working for our salvation. 
 

▪ We are chosen before the foundation of the world. (1:3-6) 
 
I believe the doctrine of election because I am quite certain that, if God had not 
chosen me, I should never have chosen Him; and I am sure He chose me before I was 

born, or else He never would have chosen me afterwards; and He must have elected 
me for reasons unknown to me, for I never could find in myself why He should have 
looked upon me with special love. So I am forced to accept that great biblical 
doctrine. (Charles Spurgeon) 
 

▪ We are redeemed by the blood of Jesus. (1:7-12) 
 

▪ We are brought home by the Holy Spirit. (1:13-14) 
 

o Paul’s prayers in Ephesians are prayers from riches. (1:15-23; see also 3:14-21) 
 

▪ Do our prayers reflect the unrivaled mercy and power of God? 
 

▪ Do our prayers acknowledge the goodness and kindness of God? 
 

• The reach of the gospel. (2:11-3:13) 
 

o Jesus came to reconcile all peoples to Himself, creating a holy temple unto the Lord. (2:21) 
 

o The diversity of the church is a powerful witness to the powers of the world. (3:10) 
 

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over 
them in him. (Colossians 2:15)  

 

• Application: 
 

o What truly unites you to others in the church? 
 

o What confidence do you have in the power of the gospel? 
 



Christ Fellowship Church December 26th, 2021 

January 2nd: Philippians 

Jesus grows people together through His Spirit (Ephesians 4-6) 
 

• Growing together as the body of Christ. (4:1-16) 
 

o We should strive for unity because of our common confession. (4:1-6) 
 

o We have a diversity of gifts because of our conquering Christ. (4:7-16) 
 

Have you ever considered that maybe God wants you to link arms with those other people, 
and that perhaps even though they might slow you down a little, you might help to speed 

them up, and that that's part of God's plan for how we're supposed to live as Christians 
together? (Mark Dever) 

 
▪ What gifts do you have in the Lord? 

 
▪ How are you stewarding those gifts for the growth of others? 

 

• Growing together with the body of Christ in… 
 

o Love. (4:17-5:1) 
 

▪ Is our church marked by this sort of other-centered life? 

 
▪ Could we pray this list for ourselves and our church? 

 
o Holiness. (5:2-6:9) 

 
▪ Paul encourages us to be who we really are—light in the Lord. (5:2-14) 

 
▪ The Spirit doesn’t lead to self-indulgence but to mutual encouragement. (5:15-21) 

 
▪ Holiness should mark our lives at home and work. (5:22-6:9) 

 

• We should not be embarrassed by God’s order. 
 

• We should embrace God’s order as His creation. 
 

o Mission. (6:10-20) 
 

▪ We fight from victory, not for victory. 
 
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 
And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O 

heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil 
has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 
(Revelation 12:10–12)  
 

▪ Are we being found faithful in the Lord’s cause? 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Joy to the World” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Bart Box) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 
4:3), that any cause for division amongst brothers and sisters in Christ would be addressed 
quickly and humbly, and that we would be united in mind and love for one another (1 Pet. 
3:8). 
 
For Our City 
 
For Redeemer Community Church, pastor Joel Brooks, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For God to mercifully put an end to the spread of COVID, that serious illness would be 
prevented, and that medical providers would be protected and sustained amid this ongoing 
pandemic.  
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of South Sudan: that healthy churches would be planted and that the gospel 
would be proclaimed clearly by their pastors; that God would bring political stability for the 
sake of the spread of the gospel and the safety and security of all citizens; and that God in 
his mercy would provide for the physical needs of those in South Sudan, even using the 
gospel workers he sends to display the compassion of Christ to the neediest.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
CFC Kids Volunteers Needed 
With the new year approaching, we need to add one additional classroom and replace a few 
volunteers in CFC Kids. We particularly have needs in our preschool classes. If you are not yet 
involved in CFC Kids but would like to be, please email Maggie Irby at 
mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.  
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness and Dating Starts January 9th  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating starting January 9th at 9:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. We hope this class provides encouragement and help for those who are in this 
stage of life and equips those who want to care for single brothers and sisters better. The class 
is seven weeks long. You can sign up on the CFC website. 
 
Women’s Winter Book Studies — Starting in January! 
Book Studies — We are starting two book studies in January, one on Monday nights, and one 
on Wednesday mornings. The Wednesday study will be on the Book of 1 Peter and led by 
Brittany Mann. It will be at the church, from 9:30-11:00am, with childcare provided. There will 
also be a study of Gentle & Lowly, led by Lynn Parrish, on Monday evenings at 7:30pm via 
zoom, with a few meetings in person. To sign up, please 
visit https://www.cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Takes a Break until January 11th  
Guys, we’ll take some time off for the rest of December and we’ll get back at it on January 11.  
 
Brazil Trip – May 13-22, 2022 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates 
of that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2250. We hope to take 
20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, pharmacist, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are 
not medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you are interested in going, please 
visit cfcbirmingham.org/brazil22 to learn about the next steps. Any questions about the trip can 
be directed to Mike Drummond at mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
Year End Giving 
As we approach the end of the year, we want to begin by giving God thanks for the way he has 
provided for our church through your faithful giving. The Lord is good and kind whether we 
make budget or not, but we are grateful that we have been able to support church ministries, 
give to local initiatives, and provide for our global partners. If you would like to give in the year 
2020, you can either: 1) deposit your gift in the offering basket on a Sunday prior to December 
26 (final Sunday of the year), 2) give online by December 31, or 3) mail a check to 76 Green 
Springs Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35209, postmarked by December 31.  
 



   
7 

Bookstall 
If you are looking for some good books, check out the bookstall in the commons. One of our 
pastors, Ryan Adams, works to keep it stocked with theologically rich and practically helpful 
books at a discounted price. You can also find a great selection of kids books as well. 
Purchases can be made through Venmo.  
 


