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Liturgy for Sunday, December 5, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in Christ we have hope 
in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes 
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in subjection 
under his feet.” (1 Corinthians 15:17–27a) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 1:3) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Joy to the World” 
 
2) “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
Baptism  (May Chen) 
 

4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For 
if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:4–5) 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Sing We the Song of Immanuel” 
 
4) “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Vasu Thorpe)
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December 12th: 2 Corinthians 

Words of Life: Issues 
1 Corinthians 

 
Main issue – You Are Holy 

 
• Corinth was a church with lots of issues and lots of questions. 

 
o Before Paul addresses their issues, though, he addresses their identity. 

 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours. (1 Corinthians 1:2)  
 

o Like instruments in the Temple, the Corinthian church was set apart for holy use. 
 

• Paul’s ethic for the Christian life is: “Be who you are.” 
 

o Christians are not perfect, but they are purchased. 
 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 
Corinthians 6:19–20)  
 

o Paul continually reminds the church of its holiness in the Lord. 
 
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse 
out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old 
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (1 
Corinthians 5:6–8)  
 
When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous 
instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world 
is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? (1 Corinthians 6:1–2)  
 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 
10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 
of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9–11)  
 

• Application: 
 

o We should be people of humility who gladly receive correction. 
 

o We should be people of integrity who regard seriously our public witness. 
 

o We should be people of sobriety who understand salvation’s immense power. 
 

Many Issues – Be Holy, As You Truly Are 

• Pride and division. (1 Corinthians 1-4) 
 

o Saved people shouldn’t think too highly of themselves! (1:27-29) 
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o Pride is particularly ill-fitting on the blood-bought Christian. 

 
• Worldliness. (1 Corinthians 5-7) 

 
o Immorality is out of step with who we are. (5:1-13) 

 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not 
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you 
not rather to mourn? (5:1–2)  
 

o Selfishness and public hostility are out of step with who we are. (6:1-8) 
 
To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer 
wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? (1 Corinthians 6:7)  
 

o Even our marital status is not most important in this world. (7:1-40) 
 
This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those 
who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 
they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 
For the present form of this world is passing away. (1 Corinthians 7:29–31)  
 

o Whatever we do and however we live, love should be the guiding principle. 
 
All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things 
build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. (1 Corinthians 10:23–24)  
 

• Pride and division (Again!). (1 Corinthians 11-14) 
 

o The body of Christ (God’s church) is the last place we should see classism, racism, ethnocentrism, 
ageism, or chauvinism—the ground is dead level at the cross! (11:27) 
 

o Rather, God’s church should be a place of “otherness”—mutual giving and genuine love. (13:1-13) 
 

When was the last time you attended church with the edification of others the primary concern 
on your heart? Or do you usually anticipate what you personally will find most helpful, like 
whether a hymn or prayer moves you or whether you get out on time, or whether you speak to 
the right people afterward? When was the last time you were genuinely concerned about the 
edification of others around you? Not in the sense of whether they liked this or that hymn, but in 
the sense of whether they are being built up in the faith? Do you seek out your close friends after 
the service or do you look around for visitor and unfamiliar faces? Do you pray before and during 
the service that God would particularly use the time you have together on Sunday as a church 
family to work in the hearts of both you and others? (Mark Dever) 
 

• Too spiritual? (1 Corinthians 15) 
 

o The Corinthian church was downplaying or denying the bodily resurrection. 
 

o The resurrection and the life everlasting is more than a doctrine—it declares a way of life. 
 

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 
15:19)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Steve Killough) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For the new members that we will add to covenant membership this evening, that we 
would faithfully fulfill our covenantal obligations to one another: spurring one another on to 
love and good deeds, meeting together consistently, praying for one another regularly, 
sharing in each other’s’ joys, bearing each other’s’ burdens, and serving one another 
selflessly, for our good and God’s glory. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, pastor David Eldridge, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For an end to gun violence in our country, that mass shootings would cease forever, that 
our swords would be beat into plowshares, that the underlying sin which ultimately leads to 
these horrible instances would be confronted with the gospel, and that our elected and 
appointed officials would work wisely to create solutions to this devastating issue. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of North Korea: for the perseverance of persecuted Christians who are in 
labor camps, that God would uphold their faith and empower their witness; that more 
opportunities would be available for gospel workers to enter the country and make Jesus 
known; and that God would replace the unjust government of North Korea for the sake of 
the gospel and the good of all citizens.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Prayer for the Nations Advent Devotional 
For this year’s Advent Devotional, we will use Radical’s 30-day prayer guide for unreached 
people groups. We encourage you to grab a copy of Let All the Peoples Praise You from the 
lobby today and use it to pray for the nations this Advent season. 
 
Members’ Meeting – Tonight at 5:00pm 
All members are encouraged to attend the Members’ Meeting tonight at 5:00pm. Our time 
together will include a fellowship meal in the Fellowship Hall, affirmation of new members, 
approval of the 2022 budget, and other important items of business.  
 
ABCH Christmas Gifts – Due Today 
Each year, we have the opportunity to support children and moms who are in the care of one 
of our local partners, the Alabama Baptist Children's Home. The best way to sign up for a gift is 
to check the link in your midweek announcement email. Gifts need to be unwrapped, with a 
post-it note or sticker with the recipient's name somewhere on the gift, and brought to church 
today. If you forgot to bring yours this morning, bring it to the Members’ Meeting tonight! If 
you have questions, you can email Keri Westbrook at kwestbrook@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
CFC Kids Volunteers Needed 
With the new year approaching, we need to add one additional classroom and replace a few 
volunteers in CFC Kids. We particularly have needs in our preschool classes. If you are not yet 
involved in CFC Kids but would like to be, please email Maggie Irby at 
mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Continues this Tuesday at 6:20am 
Guys, join Bart for some biscuits, coffee, and theology, on Tuesdays at 6:00am. You can find 
the schedule, the book we're reading, and more info at cfcbirmingham.org/men.  
 
Christmas Eve Service – Friday, December 24th at 4:00pm 
We will hold our Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24th at 4:00pm. There will be 
no childcare offered, as we encourage families to come and worship together. The service 
should last about an hour. We also plan to livestream the service this year.  
 
Year End Giving 
As we approach the end of the year, we want to begin by giving God thanks for the way he has 
provided for our church through your faithful giving. The Lord is good and kind whether we 
make budget or not, but we are grateful that we have been able to support church ministries, 
give to local initiatives, and provide for our global partners. If you would like to give in the year 
2020, you can either: 1) deposit your gift in the offering boxes on a Sunday prior to December 
27 (final Sunday of the year), 2) give online by December 31, or 3) mail a check to 76 Green 
Springs Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35209, postmarked by December 31.  


