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Liturgy for Sunday, February 13, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9He will not always chide, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
13As a father shows compassion to his children, 
 so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 
14For he knows our frame; 
 he remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 103:8-14) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

1Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
 when brothers dwell in unity! 
2It is like the precious oil on the head, 
 running down on the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
 running down on the collar of his robes! 
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3It is like the dew of Hermon, 
 which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 
 life forevermore. (Psalm 133) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Revive Us Again” 
 
2) “Only a Holy God” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Matthew 18:21-35 (Christine Cheng) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (James Finch) 
 

32Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

 
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13-14) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
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and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 
 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Here Is Love Vast as the Ocean” 
 
4) “O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Sara Barriault) 
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February 20th: Hebrews 

Words of Life: Forgiveness 
Philemon 

 
What’s going on in the letter? 

 
• Paul was a prisoner, probably in Rome or Ephesus. (vv. 1; 9) 

 
• Paul and Philemon had a close relationship. (vv. 4-7) 

 
o Philemon hosted the church at Colossae in his home. (v. 2) 

 
o Philemon seems to have been a leader in the church. (v. 7) 

 
• Onesimus was a slave belonging to Philemon (v. 16), and he had fled from Philemon. (vv. 12, 18) 

 
o At some point, Onesimus met Paul and, more importantly, met the Lord. (v. 10) 

 
o Onesimus became useful to Paul’s ministry. (v. 13) 

 
• The main request in the letter is found in v .17—Paul wants Philemon to receive Onesimus as 

Philemon would receive Paul. 
 

o Regarding this request… 
 

§ We should avoid the mistake of assuming that our (near) context was their context. 
 

• Slavery in the Roman world was not race-based. 
 

• Slavery in the Roman world was not always built on man-stealing. 
 

§ Certainly, there were abuses in slavery, and the Bible roundly condemns those abuses. 
 

§ But in some cases in the Roman world, slavery resembled indentured servitude. 
 

o The ideal scenario for Paul is that Philemon receive and redeploy Onesimus. (v. 21) 
 
 

What’s God doing in our lives? 
 

• God wants us to resist the temptation to move on as if nothing happened. 
 

o Onesimus was called to do a risky but right thing. 
 

o Onesimus was called to do whatever he could to right previous wrongs. 
 

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” (Luke 19:8)  

 
o Questions: 

 
§ Are there fences that need to be mended in your life? 

 
§ Is there forgiveness and reconciliation that should be sought? 
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• God wants us to resist the temptation to stay out as if division is none of our business. 

 
o Paul did the hard thing of writing a friend and seeking healing where he could. 

 
o Paul was motivated by the common life they shared in the Messiah, Jesus. (vv. 4-7) 

 
§ Onesimus, like Paul, and like Philemon, belonged to Jesus. 

 
§ Paul did family work. 

 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matthew 5:9)  
 

o Application: 
 

§ Not every fence is ours to mend or is best for us to mend. 
 

§ But where God’s Spirit leads and makes aware, we are called to act. 
 

§ And as you act, consider the gentleness and wisdom of Paul’s approach. (vv. 8-10) 
 

• God wants us to resist the temptation to dig in as if we’re above forgiveness. 
 

o Philemon is asked to do the hardest thing of all—to forgive and be reconciled. 
 

§ He risks the scorn of others. 
 

§ He risks looking weak. 
 

§ He risks losing the vengeance he may have relished. 
 

o Philemon should grant life because he, too, had been granted life in Christ. (v. 21) 
 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
(Ephesians 4:32)  
 

o What would it take for you to embrace this letter as part of your obedience to God? 
 

§ You’ll need to count the cost. 
 

§ You’ll need to consider the cross. 
 

… And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (Matthew 6:12)  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Amazing Grace” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Jared Jones) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would all understand our own great need for forgiveness, that this 
understanding would lead us to be quick to forgive others as Christ has forgiven us, and that 
our church would be marked by the reconciling and offense-covering love of Jesus. 
 
For Our City 
 
For the Alabama Baptist Children’s Home and Lifeline Children's Services, that God would 
continue to bless their efforts and direct their steps as they seek to provide loving homes for 
children both in our city and abroad. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For the abolition of human trafficking in our country, that God would intervene and break 
the power of the wicked perpetrators of these actions, that the full measure of justice would 
be brought upon those guilty of these crimes, and that victims would be rescued and 
rehabilitated to the dignity they deserve as God’s image bearers. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Mali: that God would send, sustain, and strengthen gospel workers in this 
difficult country; that God would open the hearts of many Muslims to follow Christ; and that 
God would mercifully provide for the health of babies and for all citizens whose life 
expectancy is low, and that God would open the door for Christian organizations to care for 
the vulnerable. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
College Lunch Today after Church in the Fellowship Hall 
All college students are invited to a free lunch following after church today in the fellowship 
hall.  
 
Compassion International Weekend — February 25-27 
Mark your calendars for the weekend of February 25-27. For over a year now, our church has 
been partnering with a church plant outside of Managua, Nicaragua as they begin gathering as 
a congregation and launch a child sponsorship program through Compassion International. 
And on the last weekend in February, we get to step into this partnership in special ways: 

• On Friday, February 25th, we will have a free fellowship dinner available in the fellowship 
hall starting at 5:00pm and a prayer service in the worship room starting at 6:00pm. Register 
for dinner at cfcbirmingham.org/compassion. 
• In addition to dinner and prayer, we will have the Compassion Journey experience set up 
from 4:00-9:00pm so that you and your entire family can virtually experience what the day-to-
day life of a child in a Compassion Program is like. The Compassion Journey will also be 
available from 9:00am-1:00pm on Saturday the 26th and after church on the 27th.  
• On Sunday the 27th during worship, you will have the opportunity to sponsor the children 
enrolled in our Compassion program. 

 
Brazil Trip – Signup Deadline & Deposits Due Today 
CFC is hoping to send a return Medical Missions trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The official dates 
of that trip are May 13-22, 2022. The approximate cost for the trip is $2250. We hope to take 
20-30 members who can serve in both medical and evangelistic capacities. If you are a medical 
practitioner, pharmacist, dentist, or optometrist, we can certainly use your training. If you are 
not medical, we can certainly use your gospel witness. If you are interested in going, please 
visit cfcbirmingham.org/brazil22 to learn about the next steps. A deposit of $1295 is due by 
February 13. Any questions about the trip can be directed to Mike Drummond at 
mdrumm727@gmail.com. 
 
CFC Equip Class on Singleness Continues Next Sunday  
Join us for our next Equip class on Singleness and Dating at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. This 
will be the last Sunday of the class. 
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Is Back this Week 
Men’s Theology Breakfast resumes this week. We’ll be in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday at 
6:20am. 
 
Brother Bryan Preachers Needed 
Men, Christ Fellowship Church has provided the Monday night chapel preacher for Brother 
Bryan Mission for many years now. It is a great opportunity to preach or teach God's Word to 
men in need of hope. We are in need of some men to jump into the rotation to preach once 
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every 6-8 weeks on Monday nights from 6:30-7:00. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Ryan Adams at radams@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 


